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\ Letter ſent upon the In-, 
formation of Animadverfions 

' to come forth, upon the 1m- 

peefect and furreptitious Copy of 

\ , Religio Medici, whilff this 

i true one was going to the 

4 | Prxess E, 


Honourable Sir, 


| 
, 


FEST) vc your ſervant who hath e- 
WE = $ ver honour d you leave totaks 
Iv 8 wotice of a book at preſent in 

W- thePrefs,intituled(as I an in- 

| " formed) Animadyerfions up- 
0n a Treatiſe lately printed under the nam? 
of Religio Medici, hereof I a1 advertiſed; 

. y0u have deſcended to be the Author. Wor- 
thy Sir,permit your Servant to affirm there 
7s contain'd therein uothing that can,dt* . 

ſerve the Reaſon of your  contradiftions, * - 

of » A 3 much 
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witch leſs the candor of your Animadyerſi hath 
ofis:4xd to certifie the truth thereof, that) eloſ] 
book(whereof 1 do acknowledg my ſelfe the. gres 
Author) was pen' d many yeares paſt, an, ber. 
(what cannot e ape your epprevenſon with you 
#0 intention forthe Preſs ,or the leaſt deſire to 9 
to obleigethe Faith of any man to its aſſer-h, 1ib! 
tions:but what hath more eſpecially embol-\ t0 4 
aexed my Pen nyto you at preſent i,that the\ #) 
ſame peice contrived in my private ſtudy, (b4 
and as an exerciſe wato my ſelf, rather then\ of 
exercitation for any other, eving paſt from! -11 
my hand under abroken and imperfectCopy,i 
by frequent tranſcription it fit! run forward N 
7n corruption, and after the addition of ſome, - 
things, omiſcion of others,andiranſpoſition;\ 1 
of many, without my aſſent or privacy, the'* 
liberty of theſe times committed it ante tht; 
Pre(s, from whence it ifſued*(s; diſeniſed, 
the Author without diſtinftion could not 
acknowledge it. Having thus miſcarriedyþ 
within g few weeks T ſhall, Godmilline;de-F 
Liver unto: the Pre ſs the true and intended i 
Orig inall (whereof in the mean time your| 
worthy ſelf may command a wview,) other-|! 
E -* "wiſe when ever that Copy fhall be extant, it 
"= will moſt clearly Ppcer b$ew far the Text|, 
*Y WER? ps 7. "RO" hatty' 


a 
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dverſi4 hath been miſtaken, aud all obſervations, 
that] gloſſes, or exercitMions thereon, will in a 


2 


fe the]. great part impugne the Printer or tranſcri- 
and, ber, rather then the Author. If after that ' 


J 
with 
aefire 


aſſer-h, 


mbol-; 
at the 


VR, 0 


liberty which I aſſume my ſelf, that is.freely 


-18 the occaſion of your Pen, 


n- Norwich, mh 
; March, 14 


ww 
A 


| 


you ſhall eſteem it worth your vacant hours 


t0 — thereon, you ſhall but take that 


to abound in your ſenſe, as T have done in 
my own.However you ſhall determin, you 
(ball (ufficiently honour me in the vouchſafe 
of your refute,and I obliege the whole world 


1642, | Your Servant; . 
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Worthy Sir, 0: 
xx Decdily upon the Receipt of 
MI)» your Letter of the third Cur- 
<9 rent, Iſent to finde out the 
= Printer that Mr. Crooke 
FAV ( who delivered me yours) 
told me was printing ſome- 
' thing under my name, concerning your 
Treatiſe of Religio Medici, and to forbid 
him any further proceeding therein; But 
my Servant could . not meet with hims 
Wherenpn I have left with Mr./Crooke a 
Note to that purpoſe, entreating him to ae- 
liver it to the Printer, T verily beleeve 


4 


there rs ſ ome miſtake in the information gi- 


5 
: 


_g 


: 
[ 


" ' you, and that what i printing muſt be 


ons ſome other Pen then mine, for ſuch re- 
fletions as Imade upon your learn'd and. 
ingenious diſcourſe,are ſo far from meriting 
. the Preſs, as they can tempt no body to a ſe- 
rious reading of them, they were Notes has 
ſtily [et dowp, as T ſuddenly ran over your 
excellent piece which is of ſo weighty ſubject 
and ſo ſlrongly penned, as requireth muck 
TITRE. 
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time,and ſharp attentionbut to ompreband your 
it,whereas what I writ was the ewployment| your. 
but of one ſitting;and there was not twenty, repu 
four howres between my receiving my Lord, with 
of Dorſers letter that occaſioned what 1, are, 
ſaid, and the finiſhing my anſwer to him; able 
and yet part of that time was taken np in\ con 
procuring your book which he deſired me to ſler 
read, and give him an accompt of, for till piec 
then Iwas ſo unhappy as never to have the 
heard of that worthy diſcourſe.If that letter or 
ever come to your view,you wil ſee the hich pic 
walus 1 ſet upon your great parts : And if it ex 
ſhould be thought I havebeen omething too be} 
bold in differing from your yy ThopeT let 
ſhall eaſily obtaine pardon when it ſhallbe te 
conſidered that his Lordſhip aſſigned it me ab 
as an exercitation to oppoſe in it for enter-| fa 
tainment. ſuch paſſages as 1 might judee\ m 
capable thereof, wherein what liberty I took \ db 
. to be attributed to the ſecurity of a pri-| f« 
 wate letter, and to my not knowing (nor my| 
Lords) the perſon whom it concerned, BY 
But Sir,now that Tam ſo happy as to have} Ft 
' that knowledge, I dare aſſure you, that na-| 2 
, thing ſbal ever iſſue from ay io ſawvouring \, 1 
of all honor eſteem, and reverence both to 
your 


ehend your ſelf, and that worthy Produdion of 
ment yours, If T had the vanity to give my ſelf 
wenty| reputation by entring the liſts in pnblike 
' Lord| with ſo eminent and learned a man as you 
hat 1 | are, yet f know right well, Tam 30 Wayes 
him," able to doit ;, it would be a very unequall 
up in| congreſs: I pretend not to learning, thoſe 
meto' ſlender notions I have are but diſ-jointed 
r till pieces T have by chance gleaned up here and 
have there: To enconnter ſuch a ſinewy Oppoſite, 
etter| or make Animadverſions upon ſo ſmart 4 
hich piece as yours ts, requireth a ſolid ſtock and 
if it exerciſe in School learning. My ſuperficial 
g too beſprinkling will ſerve onely for a private 
peT letter, or familiar diſconrſe with Lay audi- 
#Hbe tors. With longing Texpett the commin 
' me, abroad of the true Copy of that Book, hb 
ter-| falſe and - gray oxe hath already given me ſs 
dee! much delight. And ſo aſſuring you I ſhall 


Dy, 


ook | deem it a great good fortune to deſerve your 


i- | favour and friendſhip,T kiſs your hand and 
my| re 
| Wincheſter 
we! Houſe the 
29-| 20 of March Your moſt humble 
ag \, 1642, Servant, 
7 Kenelm Digby. 


My | , To . 


T ” e—————_—_— OR ”"_ 5 A 


$20225 £9992 


To ſuch as have, or ſhall peruſe 


| the Obſervations upon a fors 
mer corrupt copy of his Book. 


7 ere are ſome men that Politian 
PE [peaks of, Cui quam refta ma- 

$ KV nus, tam fuit & facilis: axd it 
a ſeems the Author to the Obſer- 

vations upon this book, world arrogate as 
much to himſelf, for they were by his own 


 confeſcion,but the conceptions of owe nights, 


a hafty birth, and ſo it proves: for what is 
really controllable, he generally omitteth; 
and what is falſe upon the error of theCopy, 
he doth not alwayes take notice of ; and 
wherein he would contradict, he miſtaketh, 


' or traduceth the intention, and ( beſides 4 


pareatheſis ſometimes upon the Author \on- 


by medleth with thoſe points from whence 


he takes a hint to deliver his prepared con- 

ceptions : But the groſs of hes book is made 

ont by diſcourſes collateral, and ag 
FA bs 0 


of his own, not at all emergent from this 

diſcourſe , which i eaſily perceptible uns, gi q 

the intelligent Reader. Thus much 1| > + 

thought good to let thee underfland, with-| © 

ont the Authors knowledge, who ſlightins| 

the refute hath inforcedly publiſhed (as 4| 

ſufficient confutation) his own Book - and 

in this T ſhall not make ſo bold with him, as 

the mo hath done with that noble: ( 
Knight, whoſe name he hath wrong fully 
prefixed, as I am informed , to flight Ani-: 

madverſrons;but T leave him to repentance,  1mp4 

and thee te thy ſatisfattion. ſocte 

| Had 

Fareyell. a eſs 

| COM 

Yours A,B. +. fore 

live 

that 

| Maj 


_ - —_ dep? 
| anti 
| com 
To | perf 
1 - 

; as 17 
— rTep4 
owe 


} thy 
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Pith., 

ting | | 

þ ”— TotheReader. 

Y 

and. 

7, a5 | SEES Ertainly that man were ereedy 
ble CUES of life;who ſhowld defireto live 
Fully. YA when all the world were at ax 


| =7v en; and he muſt needs be very. 
ce, impatient who would repine at death in the 
ſociety of all things that ſuffer under it. 
Had not almoſt every man ſuffered by the 
preſs; or were not the = thereof be= 
come univerſall , I had not wanted reaſon 
for complaint : bnt in times wherein I have 
lived to behold the higheſt perverſion of 
that excellent invention, fs pame of hs 
; Majeſty defamed, the honour of Parliament 
— |} depraved, the writings of both depravedly, 
| — , Connterfeitly imprinted; 
To | complaints may ſeem ridiculous in private 
| perſons, and men of my condition may be 
| 4s incapable of affronts as hopeleſs of their 


[ 


| reparations, And truly had not the duty 1 
' owe nnto the im ] ends, and 
portunity of friends, 4 - 
[2 f [. 


To the Reader, 


the allegianceI muſt ever acknowledge unto, 
truth, prevailed with me ; the inactivity 
of my diſpoſition might have made the, 
' ſufferings continual, and time that brings f 
other things to light, ſhould have ſatisfied _— 
me inthe remedy of its oblivion. But be- 
cagſe things evidently falſe are wot onh| 
printed, but many things of truth moſt falſ-|. 
by ſet forth. in this latter I could not but 
think my ſelf engazed : for though we havt | 
#0 power to redreſſe the farmer, yet inthe| 
other reparation being within our ſelves, 
T have at preſent for. Java unto theworld on 
4 ful and intended copy of that Pizce-which | # 
was moſt imperfe#ly and ſurreptitionſly| moe 
blifhed before. | [ny 
qo” fe | and 
This 1 confeſſe about ſeven years paſt, | ſet 
with ſome others of affinity thereto, for my | of 1 
private exerciſe and ſatisfaction, I hadat 
leaſurable hors compoſed ; which being \ 
communicated unto one, it became common 
#nto many, and was by tranſcription ſucceſ- Þ (,4 
froely corrupted omil it w—_ on 9, ſee 
depraved Copie at the Preſſe. He that ſhall | 1 
Prrſue that work, and ſhall take notice of | the 
fundry particalarities and perſonall ex- } it, 
 preſions therein, will eaſily diſcerne the 
I ao intention |. 


inten 
wyate 


vate 
ad 


##ut0 


To the Reader, . 
»ntz1tion was pot publik : and bring 4 pri- 
"4 ron exerciſe dire? ed to my ſelfe, what is 
719) delivered therein was rather a mer-oriall 
f be wnto mee then an example or rule .nto any 
"| other: and therefore if there Þ. any ſingu- 
_fes larity therein correſpondent nnto the pri- 
2. vate conceptions of any may, it doth not 
& 1 eduantage them, or if diſſestaneous there- 
fo ſ-\- ante, it no way overthrowes them, It was 
| Out! penned in ſuch a place and with ſuch ad- 
"ao wantage, that (1 proteſt) from the firſt ſet- 
—_ ring of pen unto paper, T had not the affi- 
TO ſtance of any good book, whereby to promote 
orid| my invention, or relieve my memory ; and 
awd therefore there might be many reall lapſes 
wed therein, which others might take notice of, 
and more that T ſuſpected my ſelfe. It was 
aft, ur down ——— and was the ſenſe 


12 1 of my conceptions at that Ame, not 4n 11* 
A | 


1474 «4 


mutable law unto my advancing judgement 
at al times. and therefore there might bee 
20: | many things therein plauſible unto my paſ- 
eſe ſed apprehenſion, which are not agreeable 
volt | unto my þ reſent ſelf.There are many things 
| delivered 1Rhetorically, many expreſſions 
' of | therein meerly Tropical, and as they beſt 
*X- | illuſtrate my intention; and therefore alſo 
| A there 


9 OR et ene 4 


To the Reader, 
there are many things tobe taken in a ſofi| 
and flexible joſe and not tobe called unto! i 
the rigid teſt of reaſon. wr 0 all that -is 2 
contained therein is in ſu ron ants 
maturer diſceruments, and as T have decla.| 

red ſhall no farther. father them then thi| + 
beſt and learned judgeneents ſhal authorize} 
them, under favour of which conſiderati-| 
ons T have made its ſecrecy publick , ad 
commatted the truth thereaf to every inge«! 
wnom Reader, 


| 
n. 


Tho. Browne. 


L 
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# RELIGIO 
ws MEDICI. © 


FOR my Religion, though $75, «, 
y. 4 : þ 
ol there bee fſeverall ar 
Gl cumſtances - that might 
NY mg the world. 
is | have none at all, .as 
the generall ſcandall of-my profelſion, 
the naturall courſe of my ſtudies, the 
indifferency of my behaviour, and 
diſcourſe in matters of Religion , nei-, 
| therviolently defending one ; nor witix 
| that common ardout and contentioft 
” oppoling another ; yer in deſight here- 
- of Idate, without ulurpation, alſumethe, 
honourable ſtile of a Chriftian : ;nor.that 
I Imeetly- owe this title tro the Font, my 
education , or Clime wherein I'yvas- 
borne, as being bred up either to. can-. 
firme thoſe principles af parents inſtily 


YORI NS. 426 4 


ed7.2, 


2 R eligio Mealici. 
led into my unwary underſtanding ; or 


| bya generall conſent proceed in the Re-| 


ſigion of ,zy Country : Bur kaving, in 
my riper yzares, and confirmed judge- 
metnit, ſ{eene and examined all, 1 find my 
{elfe obliged by the principles of Grace, 
and the law of mine owne reaſon , to 


embrace no other name but this 3 neither | 


| fe 


forget the generall charity .I owe unto | 


doth herein my zeale ſo farre make mee 


humanity , as rather to hate then pity 
Turkes, Infidels, and ( what is worlſe ) 
Jewes, rather contenting my ſelte to 
Joy that happy ſtile, then maligning thoſe 
whorTefuſe {o glorious a title. ; 


Bur becauſe the name of a Chriftian |, 
is. become too generall to expreſle. our 


faith, there being a Geography of Reli- 
70NS as well as Lands, and every Clime 


iſtinguiſhed not onely by their Lawes | 


and Limits, but circumſcribed by their 
doctrines and rules of Faith , To be par- 


ticular, Tam of that reformed new-caft. | 
Religion,” wherein I diflike. nothing bur” | 


the name, of the ſame beliefe our Saviour 
raught, the Apoſtles diſſeminated, the. 


ERTOCrs authoriſed, and the Martyrscon- - 


= 


tOXn- . 


| fo; 


t n 


{cc 
V 


fir 


+; Religio Mediti., 3: 

7 or] firmed; but by the finiſter ends of Prin- 
© Rel ces.the ambition and ayarice of Prelates, 
o in| and the farall corruption oftimes, ſo de- 
doe- caicd, impaired, and fallen from its na- 
d my tive beauty, that ir required the carefull 
race, | and charitable hands of theſe times to re- 
- to ſtoreit ro its primitive integrity: Now 
ther { theaccidentall occaſion whereupon, the 
mee | flender meanes whereby, the low and 
Into i abje& condition of the perſon by whom: 
pity. | ſo gooda worke was ſet on foor, which 
{ } | in our adverſaries beget contempt and 
n-  Accorn, fills me with wonder, and is the 
of . very fame objection the inſolent Pagans 

firſt caſt at Chriſt and his Diſciples. 


:21n . Yet havel not fo ſhaken hands with Seet.34d 


Jur þ thoſe deſperate Reſolutions, who. had ra: + 
Ji. {- ther venture ar large their: decayed -bot- 

« / tome then bring her in-to-be new trim'd 
[es inthe dock; whe had rather promiſcu- - +, 
«ix | « Ouſly retaine all, then abridge any, and 
- | obſtinately be what they are, then'what 
ft | they have been, as to ſtand in diameter 
r |; and- ſwords point with them : we have 


Iſy ed from them, not againſt them z 
_ for omitting rhoſe improperations;and 


d | 


termes of {currility betyyixt us, which 


« 
1 2 24 
" 


4 
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Feligio Medici, 
enely difference our affeRions, and not 
qQureaule, there is. between .us one com- 
mon -name-and appellation, one faith, 
and neceflary body of principles com- 


montous both ; and therefore I am not 


{crupulous ro converſe and live with 
them, to enter their Churches' in defe& 


—_—_— 


of ours,and eirher pray with them, or for | 
them : Icould never perceive any ratio- | 


aall.conſequence from thoſe many texts 
which prohibite the children of Trae! to 
pollute themſelves with the Temples of 


—_—— 


the Heathens'; we being all 'Chriſtians; ' 
and not divided by ſuch deteſted impie- ' 


tics as might-prophanc our prayers , Or 


theplace whereinwe make ther ; or that | 
2; reſolved conſcience may not adore | 


her Creator - any. zwhere,, eſpecially in 
places 'devoted to his ſervice ; where'if 
ther devorions offend him, mine may 
pleaſe him; if theirs prophane-it, mine 
Foy ballowit ; Holy water and Crucfix 
(dangerous tothe common people ) de- 
erive pot my judgement,” nor tbuſe my 
devotionat all: T am, I conteſſe, natural- 
ly 'inclincd to that, which miſpuided 
xeale/ termes ſuperſtition; my common 


cON- 


Religio Medic. 5 
converſation I doe acknowledge auſtere, 
my behaviour full of rigour, ſometimes 
not without morofity ; yet at my devo- 
tion I love to uſe the civility of my knee, - 
my hat, and hand, with all thoſe out- 
ward and ſenſible motions, which may 
expreſſe, or promote my inviſible deyo- 
tion. I ſhould violate my owne arme 
rather thena Church, nor willingly de- 
face the memory of Saint er Martyr. At 
the fight of a Groſſe or Crucifix Ican 
diſpence with my hat,but ſcarce with the *AEhurets 
thought or memory of my Saviour ; I Zia - 
cannot laugh ar, but -rather pity the dayar6-} 
fruitleſſe journeys of Pilgrims, or con- __ 1 
temne the miſerable condition of Fryers | ar the he 
for though miſplaced in circumſtance, ringwl 
there is: ſomething in it of devotion. I gon 
could never. heare the * Ave Marie Bell wharpl 
without an elevation, or thinke ita ſuffi- _— * 
cient warrant, . becauſe they erred in ONE houſe or * 
circumſtance, for me to erre in all, that is, ireerBe= 
in ſilence and dumbe contempt ; whilſt-7> oi » 
therefore they directed their deyotions prayers, - 
to her, I offered mine ro God, and reQi-/ hich s, 
fied the errors of their prayers by right-1y direth 
ly ordering mine owne ; At a ſokmn w__ 7 
8s 
A 4 Pro- i 


6s  Religio Medict, 
Profeſſion I have wept abundantly while 
my conſorts, blind with oppoſition 
and prejudice, have fallen into an ac- 
ceſle of ſcorne and laughter : There are 
ueſtionlefle both in Greek, Roman, and 
frican Churches, ſolemnities and cere- 
monies, whereof the wiſer zeales doe 
make a Chriſtian uſe, and ſtand condem- 
ned by us; not as cvill in themſelves, but 
as allurements and baites of. ſuperſtition 
co thoſe vulgar heads that look aſquint 
on the face of truth, and thoſe unſtable 
judgements that cannot conſiſt in the 
narrow point and centre of vertue with- 
out a reele or ſtagger to the circumfe- 
Tcnce, | 
As' there were many reformers, ſo 
likewiſe many refo1mations ; every 
Country proceeding in a particular way 
and Mcthod, accarding as their natio- 
nall intereſt together with their conſti- 
rutton' and clime inclined them, ſome 
angrily and with extreamity, others 
calmely, and with mediocrity, not ren- 
wc but eafily dividing the community, 
ad 


leaving an honeſt poſſibility of a - 


reconciliation, which though peaceable 


Spirit 
that r 
of Gi 
that | 
thies 
cont! 
opint 


an un 


 opirus 


Relizio Medics. 7 
hile [Spirits doe deſire, and may conceive- 
tion |that revolution of time, and the mercies 
ac- [of God may effect ; yer that judgement 
are |that ſhall conſider the preſent antipa- 
and |thies between the two extreames, their 
ere- |contrarieties in condition, affection and 
doe }opinion, may with the ſame hopes expect 
*Mm- | an union in the poles'of Heaven. 


but | But to difference my ſelf neerer,& draw Sette 


ion | intoa lefler circle : There is no Church 
int | whoſe every part ſo ſquares unto. my 
ble | conſcience, whoſe articles, conſtituti- 
the | ons, and cuſtomes ſeeme ſo conlonant 
h- | untoreaſon,and as it were framed to my 
fe- | particular devotion, as this whereof 1 

fold my belicfe,the Church of England, 
ſo | to whole faith T ama ſyorn ſubject; and 
ry | therefore in a double obligation , ſub- 
1y ſcribe unto her Articles, and endeavour 


>- | to obſerve her conſtitutions - whatſoe-= 
i- ver is beyond, as points indifferent, T.ob- 
Ic [ſerve according to the rules of my. pri- 


vate reaſon, er the humor and: faſhion: of 
' my devotion , neither believing this, þe- 
' cauſe Luther affirmed it, or Liproving 
that, becauſe Calvin hath diſayouched: 
Pic, I condemne. not all things inthe 
2 b- x Coun- | 


8 Religio Mediri.. 
Councell of Trex, nor approve all int 


' Synod of Dort, In briefe , where the 


Sexipture is filent, the Church is my 
' Text 5 where that ſpeaks., tis but m 
Comment ; where-there is a joynt ſilence 
df both, I borraw not rhe rules of my 
Religion from Rome ot Geneva, but the 
dictates of my owne reaſon. It is an uns 
juſt | ſeanda!l of our adverſaries, and a 
roſſe error in our ſelves, to compute the 
ativity-ofour religion from Heyry the 
/eighr;who though he rejected the Pope 
refus'd not the faith of Rome, and effected 
no: more then what his owne Pyedecel- 
fors deſired and _aflayed in ages paſt , 
3nd.\was conceived the State of Ye- 
ice would have attempred in our dayes. 
It is as uncharitable a point in us to 


fall upon thoſe .pdpular ſcurrilities and! 


opprobrious ſcoffs.'of the Biſhop : 0 


Rowe, whom as 2temporall Prince, wes 


owe theduty of:gaod language : 1 con- 
feſſe- there is cauſe of paſſign between 
us; .by his ſentence I ſtand excommu- 
nicatcd; Hererick is the beſt language he 
affords me ; yet can no eare vitneſſe 1 
eycr returned to him the name 0 


- 
- 


chriſt, 


=, 
—%, — 
Ln, 


f Anti-P 
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witho! 
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lint ft, Manof finne;or whore of Babylos ; 
7c ter, is the- method 'of charity 20 ſuffer 
5 My/\ichout reaftion : thoſe uſuall faryts , 
Ir Yd invedtives- of the Pulpir may per- 
ence 4 ance produce a good effect on the vul- 
f my car, whoſe-cares are opener to Rheto- 
i rheyrik then Logick, yet doe they in no 
a Un! wiſe confirm the faith of wiſer belee- 
nd a yers, who know that a good cauſe needs 
- the apt to be pardon'd by paſſion, but can 
J pw fuſtaine it {elf upon a temperate diſpute. 


cted 
ecel-j 
aſt} £ot aSxecing with me' in that , from 
V* which parhaps within a few dayes I 
JS] ſhould diſſent my (elfe : I have no Ge- 
| Aius to diſputes in Religion, and have of- 
| ten thought it wiſedome, to decline 
of | them, eſpecially upona diſadyantage, ot 
WF when the cauſe of trurh might lfes in 
®-] the weakneffe of my patronage: where 
we deſire to be informed, 'tis good tg 
conteft” with men above our felyes ; 
but to confirme and cftabliſh our opini- 

> Ons, *tis beft to argue with judgements 
below our.own,that the frequent yo 
y 2nd 


fy man upon the difference of #n opmni- 


on, or be angry with his judgement for 


l- 


el! 
Ith- 


iſt, 


I eauld never divide my felte froma- g,q 


10 
ahd victories over their reaſons majjn Dix 
ſettle in our ſelyes aneſteeme, and conthous 
firmed opinion of our owne. Everyje Fa 
man is not a ,proper Champion fot;he C 
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Truth, nor fit totake up-the Gantlet in 
the cauſe of Verity: Many fromthe ig- 
norarice of theſe Maximes, and an ins 
conſiderate zeale unto Truth, have too 
raſhly charged the troopes of error, and 
remaine as Trophees unto the. enemies 
of Truth: A man may bein as juſt po 
ſeſſion of Truth as of a City, and yetbe 
| forced to ſarrender; tis therefore farre 
better to enjoy her with peace, then to 
hazzard her on a barrel! : If therefore 
there riſe any doubts in my way, I doe 
forget « Tray or at leaſt deferre them, till 
my better ſetled judgement, and more 
manly reaſon be able to reſolve them 
for] perecive every mans owne reaſon 
is his beſt oedipas, and will upon a reaſo- 
nable. truce, find a way to looſe thoſe 
bonds wherewith the ſubtilties of. crror 
have enchained our more flexible and 
on judgements. In Philoſophy where 
truth ſecmes double-faced, there is no 


man more paradoxicall then my ſelf , but 
| in 


ſeryin 
from 
this 1 
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 Wwajj Divinity I love to keepe the road, and 
 comthough nor inan implicite, yer an hum- 
Everyje faith, follow the great wheele of 


1 


be the Church, by which I move, not re- 
In 
2 from the epicycle of my owne braine , by 


ſerving any proper poles or motion 


this means I have no- gap for Hereſies, 
Schiſmes, or Errors, of which at pre- 
ſent I hope I ſhall not injure Truth, to 
fay, I have no taint or tinture; I muſt 


| confeſſe my greener ſtudies have beene 


polluted with two or three, not any be- 
gotten in the Jatter Centuries, but old 
and obſolete, ſuch as could never have 
[been revived, but by ſuch extravagant 
and irregular heads as mine for indeed 
Hereſies periſh not with. their Authors, 
bur like the River Arerhuſa, though they 
Toſe their currents in one place , they 
riſe up againe in another : one generall 
Councell is not able ro extirpate one 
ſingle: Hereſie, it may be canceld for the 
preſent,bnt revolution of time and the like 
aſpets from Heaven, will reſtore ut, 


ut ) 
in | 


when it will flourifh till it be condem- 
ed againe z for as though there were a 


Uctemp ſuchoſis, and the ſoule of one w 
" EE. paſlced . 


® A revo« 
lation of 
- ceriaine 
thoufand 
yeares 
when all 
things 
ſhould rc- 
turne un- 
ro their 
former 


he be 
reaching 
ngaine in 


tf delivered 
F. | this opini. 
E { on. 
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paſſed into another, opinions doe findy neſt « 
after certaine revolutions, men and lengit 
mindes like thoſe that firſt begat them|Imig 
To ſee our ſelves againe ive neede not could 
looke for * Platoes yeare z. every man is unto 


not onely himſclfe 5 there haye beene| orig: 
mafy. Dregenes, and as many Timons, his vi 


eftare and CROugh but few of that name g men are| time 


livedover againe, the world is now as'it! dami 
was in ' ages paſt, there was none then} rour 


* his ſchoole but there hath been ſome one ſince that} ton 
/ aswhente pzrallels him, and is as it were. his revi} Mer 


ved (clte. | ſclfe 

Now the firſt of mine was that of the} and: 
Arabians, that the ſoules of men periſh-| othc 
ed with their bodies, but ſhould yet be} lanc 
raiſed againe at the laſt day, not that I| too: 
dig abtolutely conceive a mottaliry off I di 
the ſoule; but if that were, which faith, not} ice 
Philoſophy hath yer throughly diſpro-{ con! 
ved, and that both entred the grave to-y My 
gether, yet I held the ſame conceit there- the: 
ofthat we all doe of the bodice, that it |. ſom 
riſ6 againe. Surely iris bur the merits of | ico 
our maworthy natures, 1f wee ſlcepe in irie 
darkenefle, untillthe laſt alarum : A fe- |, tis 
xious reflex por» my owne- umyorthi: V iou 


ty © 
. EY 
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find/neſſe did make me backward from chal 
and lenging this prerogative of tny foulez fa 
hem! Imight enjoy my Saviour at the laſt, I 
© not could with patience be nothing almoſt 
an | unto eternity. The ſecond was that of 
Xene| origev, that God would not perſiſt in 
20ns,) his vengeance for eyer,bur after a definite 
2 are] time of his wrath hee would releafe the 
45 it! damned ſoules from torture z Which er- 
hen} rour I fell into upon a ferious contempla- 
that} tion of the great attribute of God his 
evi} Mercy , and did a little cheriſh it in my 
ſelfe, becauſe I found therein no malice, 
thej andaready weight to ſway me from tlie 
iſh-j other extream of deſpair, whereunts me- 
* bef Jancholy and contemplative natures ate 
it I] roo eaſily diſpoſed. A third there is which 
7 of| I did neyer poſitively maintaine or PE: 
not} ice, but have often wiſhed it had beets 
ro-{ conſonant to Truth, and not offenſive ts 
ro-.7 my Rehgion, and thar is the prayer fof 
[ the dead ; whereunro I was inclined from 
tit]. ſome charitable inducemems, whereby 
; of | Icould ſcarce containe my prayets feta 
in| friend at the ringing of a Bell, or behold 
ſe- |. his corpes without an oraiſon for his 
hi. ioule : "Twas a gagd way me —_— 
| c 


Th + 
) , 
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bee remembred by poſterity, and farre . 


more noble then an Hiſtory. Thele opi- 
nions I never maintained with pertina- 
City, or endeavoured to enveagle any 
mans belief unto mine , nor ſo much as 
ever revealed or diſputed them with my 
deareſt friends ; by which means I net- 


ther propagated them in others, nor con-|; 
firmed them in my fſclfe ; bur ſuffering]; 


them to flame upon their owne ſubſtance, 
without addition of new fuell , they 
went out inſenſibly of themſelves; 
therefore theſe opinions , though con- 
demned by lawfull Coun cels, were not 
Hereſies in me, bur bare Errors and fingle 
Lapſes of my underſtanding , withour 
a. joynt depravity of my will : Thoſe 
have not only depraved underitandings, 
but diſcaſed affeftions, which cannot en- 
joy a ſingularity without a Hereſte , or 
be the author of an opinion, withour 


they be of a Sctalſoz this was the vil- | 


lany of the firſt ſchiſme of Lucifer, who 
was not content to erre alone, but drew 
into his faction many Legions of Spirits; 


and upon this cxpericnce hee rempred | 


by 


onely Eve, as well underſtanding the 
| communicable 


x | 
", > oe 
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RI communicable nature of ſin, and that to 
* PPldeceive but one, was tacitely and upon 
una onfequence to delude them both. 
| "ag. Thar Herefies ſhould ariſe we have Sed.$, 
2 ®/the propheſic of Chriſt, bur thar old 
" TY ones ſhould bee aboliſhed wee hold no © 
At! prediction. That there mult be hereſies, 
"| $true,not anely in our Church, bur alſo 
>| in any other : even in Dodtrines hereti- 
Nel call there will bee ſuper-hereſies, and 
..*| Arians not onely divided from their 
*©33] Church, bur alſo among themſelves: for 
ON] heads that are difpoſed unto Schiſine 
1.| and complexionably propenſeto innoya- 
S! tionare naturally diſpoſed for a commu- 
A} niry, nor will be eyerconfined unto the 
orcer or ceconomy of one bpdy ; and 
59 | therefore when they ſeparate front 
| others they knit but looſely among 
bor , themſelves; nor contented with a gene- 
i | ral breach or dichotomie with their 
* Church, do ſubdivide and mince them- 
0 | ſelves atmoſt into Atomes. 'Tis true, 
that men of ſingular parts and humours 
F have not been free from ſingular opini- 
 # Ons and conceits in all ages; retaining 
: ſomething not m_ belide the opiniott | 


) 


* # 


 —- ” WV FA 


7 » 


Set. 9. 


I6 


Religio Medici, 
of his owne Church orany other, but 
alſo any particular Author : which not- 


"withſtanding a ſober judgement may 


do without offence or hereſie ; for 
there is yet after all the decrees of coun- 
cels and the niceties of the Schooles, 
many things untouch'd, unimagin'd, 
wherein the hberty of an honeſt reaſon 
may play and expiate with ſecurity, 
and farre without the circle of an 
hereſie. | 

As for thoſe wingy myſteries in Divi- 
nity, and acry Cebiikies m Religion, 
which have unhing'd the braines of 
better heads , they never ſtretched the 
Pia Mater of mine; methinkes there bee 
not impoſſbbilities enough in Religion 
for an active faith ; the deepeſt myſteries 
Qurs Containes, have not onely been 
uſtrated, bur maintained by fſyllo- 

iſme, and the rule of reaſon : T loye to 
loſe my ſelte ina myſtery, to purſue my 
reaſon to an oh altitude, *Tis my folita= 
ry recreation to poſe my apprehenſion 
with thoſe involved #nigma's and rid- 
dles of the Trinity, with Incarnation 
and ReſurreRion. I can anſjyer all 
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Religio Meditt, 17 
the objections of Satan, and my rebelli- 
ous reaſon, with that odde reſolution I 
learned of Tertullian , Certum eſt quid 
impoſoibile £ 

faith in the difficulteſt point, for to credir 
ordinary and viſible objedts is not faith, 
but perſwaſion. Some belecverhe bet- 
ter for ſeeing Chriſt his Sepulchre, and 
when they have ſcene the Red Sea, 
doubt not of the miracle. Now contra- 
rily I bleſſe my ſelfe, and am thankefull 
that I lived not in the dayes of miracles, 
that I never ſaw Chriſt nor his Diſct- 
ples; I would not have beene one of 
thoſe Iſraelites that paſſed the Red Sea, 
nor one of Chriſts Patients, on whom 
hee wrought his wonders ; then had my 
faith been thruſt upon me , nor ſhould I 


| 


O® 
to 
1 
q= 
 j 
]- 


enjoy that greater bleſſing pronounced 


\. toall that beleeve and ſaw not. *'Tis art 


calie and neceſſary beliefeto credit what 
. our eye and ſenſe hath examined : Ibe- 
keye he was dead, and buried, and roſe 
againe; and deſire to ſec him in his glory 
rather-then tro contemplate him 1n his 


mn | Cenotaphe,or Sepulchre. Nor is this 


'Y 


much to beleeye, as we have reaſon, we 
| B 2 OWE 


I defire to exerciſe my + 
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owe this faith unto Hiſtory : they one! 
had the advantage of a bold and noble 
faith, who lived before his comming, 
who upon obſcure propheſies and myſhi- 
call Types could raiſc a belicf,and expe 
apparent impoſſibilirics. | 
'Tis true there'is an edge inall firme 
belicf, and with an caſte Metaphor wee 
may ſay the Sword of faith ; bur in theſe 
obſcurities I rather uſe it, *inthe adjun& 
the Apoſtle gives it, a Buckler ; under 


| Sef.10. 


whichT conceive a wary combatant may| 


GA - 
: 


lie invulnerable. Since I was of under- 
ſtanding to know we knew nothing, my 


reaſon hath been more pliable to the will|- 


of faith ; TI am now content to under- 
ſtand a myſtery without a rigid defini- 
tion 1n an caſte andPlatonick deſcription. 


That allegorical deſcription of Hermes, | 
x Sphere,  Plcaſerh mee beyond all the Meta- © 
exjus cen» phylicall definitions of Divines ; where 


um 419 T cannot ſatisfie my reaſon, I love to 


humour ” fancy, I had as lieve you 
tell mee-that anima eff angelus homi- 


circum fe- 
- TEntTA 
ml(;bj, 


ws, eſt Corpus Dei, as Entelechia, Lux ft 
where 


wmbra Det , as attus perſpicut : 


thiere is an obſcurity roo deepe for our 


Icaſon| 
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| fraſon''tis good to ſet downe witha de-. 
Onely [{cription, periphraſis, or adumbration; 
nobleſfr by acquainting our reaſon 'how una- 
ning, þle it is to diſplay the viſible and obvi- 
ih-[ous effet of nature, ir becomes more 
xpeR [humble and ſubmiſſive unto the ſubril- 
 . [ties offaith: and thus Irteach my hag- 
Irme| gard and unreclaimed Reaſonto ſtoope 
wee} unto the lure of Faith. I belceve there was 
heſe| already a tree whoſe fruit our unhappy 
undt/ parents taſted, though in the ſame chap« 
der| ter, when God forbids ir, 'tis poſitive 
nay| faid, the plants of the fields were nor yet' 
der-| grownez for God had not cauſed it to 
my| raine upon the earth. I beleeve that the 
vill]- Serpent (if we ſhall literally underſtand 
cr-| ir) from his proper forme and figure, 
A-| made his motion on his belly before the 
N. | curſe. 1finde the rrya)l of the Pucellage 
es,| and Virginity of women, which God 
a-': ordained the Jewes, is very fallible. Ex 
re, perience and Hiſtory informes me, that 
tO notonely many particular women, bur 
uU| likewiſe whole Nations have eſcaped 
/-| the curſe of childbirth, which God 
ſeemes to pronounce upon the whole 
Sex; yet do I belecve thar all this is 
| __Bj3+ true, 


{ 
| 
j 


y” elrg10 Meaici. 
true, which indeed my reaſon would 


15no vulgar part of faith, to beleeye a 
thing not onely above, but contrary to 
reaſon , and againſt the arguments of our 
proper ſenſes. | | 

In my ſolitary and retired imagination, 

Sed. 17. (Neque enim cum porticus,aut me lectulus 
| accepit , deſum mibi ) 'T remember 1 
to contemplate him and his attributes 
who is ever with me, eſpecially thoſe 
two mighty ones, his wiſdome and 
eternity - with the one I recreate ,, with 
the other I confound my underſtand- 
ing : for who can ſpeake of eternity 
without a ſolceciſme, or thinke thereof 
without an extaſie? Time we may com- 
prehend, *tis but five dayes elder then 
our {clves, and hath the ſame Horofcope 
with the world , bur to retire fo farre 
backe as to apprehend abeginning , to 
give ſuch an infinite ſtart forward as to 
conceive an end in an fence that wee 
affirme hath neither the 'one nor the 
other; it puts my reaſon to Saint Pauls 
SanQuary ; my philoſophy dares = 


— 


{ 


»#, 


our - at - + aps.» 


perſwade me to befalſe ; and this I think 


am not alone, and therefore forget not 


lay th 
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nature 
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ould|fay the Angels can do itz God hath 
thinkjnot made a creature that can compre- 
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eve a[hend him, tis a priviledge of his owne 
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nature; 14m that Tam, was his owne 
definition unto Moſes ; and *twasa ſhort 
one, to confound mortality, that. durſt 
queſtion God , or aske him what hee 
was 3 indeed hee onely is,a!l others have 
and ſhall be, but in erernity there is no 


diftintion of Tenſes, and therefore 


that terrible terme Predeftination, which 
hath troubled ſo many weak heads to 
conceive and the wiſeft ro explaine, is 
inreſpe& ro God no preſcious determi- 
nation-of our eſtates to come, but a de- 
finitive blaſt of his will already fulfilled, 
and at the inſtant rhat he firſt decreed 
it; forto his eternity which is indiviſible, 
and altogerher,the laſt Trump is already 
founded , the reprobares in the flame, 
and the bleſſed in Abrahams boſome. 
Saint Peter ſpeaks modeſtly, when hee 


fitha thouſand years to God are but as _ 


one day - for to ſpeake like'a Philoſo- 
pher, rhoſe continued inſtances of time 
which flow into thouſand yeares, make 
not to him one moment; what to-u8'1$ 

| 4 
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to come, to his Eternity is preſent, his |zdmirec 
whole duration being but one permancnt |r4s, and 
point without ſucceſſion, parts, flux, or \feware 
ciivition, | 10 bee'1 
Sef.12. There is no attribute that addes more | this 1 
difficulty to the myſtery of the Trinity, ings 1 
where though in arelative way of Fa- lot in 
therand Son, wee muſt deny a priority, 
I wonder how Ariftetle could conceive 
the Worldeternall, or how hee could 
make good two ;Eternities : his fimili- 
tuce ofa Triangle, comprehended in a 
{quare, doth ſomewhat illuſtrate the Tri- 
nity of our ſoules, and that the Triple 
Unity of God; for there is in us not 
| three, bur a Trinity of Soules , becauſe 
there is in us, if not three diſtin ſoules, 
yet -differing faculties, that can, and do 
ſubſiſt aparr in different ſubjeRs, and yet 
In us are {0 united as to make but one 
foule and ſubſtance ; if one ſoule were \ T 
ſo perfect as to informe three diftinſt recri 
bodies, that werg a petty Trinity:conceive «. whit 
the diſtin number of three, not divi- + ylat 
ded nor ſeparated by the. intelle&t, but + mee 
aQually comprehended in its Unity, and Th 
fhat is a perfect Trinity, I have often +wit 
ge | | admired 


0 ib 
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admired the myſticall way of Pythago- 
45, and the ſecret Magick of numbers; 
or Beware of Philoſophy, is a precept nor 
0 bee received in too large a ſenſe; for 
Dre _|n this maſſe of nature there is a ſer of 
ty, [things that carry in their front, though 
-4- not in capitall Letters, yer in Stenogra- 
'Y.: [phy and ſhort Characters, ſomething of 
ve [Divinity, which to wiſer reaſons ſerve as 
id, [Luminaries in the abyſſe of knowledge, 
li- Jandto judicious beliefes, as ſcales and 
a [roundles ro mount the pinnacles and 
higheſt pieces of Divinity. The ſevere 
Schooles ſhall never laugh mee out of 
t |Ithe Philoſophy of Hermes , that this 
E [viſible world is but a picture of the invi- 
\ible,wherein,as ina pourtra,things are 
If ſoot truely, but in equivocall ſhapes; and 
by they counterfeit ſome more reall ſub- 
ſtance in that inviſible Fabrick. | 


{recreate my devetion, is his Wiſdome,in 
- which I am happy ; and for the contem- 
-plation of this onely ,- do not repent 
*mee that I was bred in the way of ſtudy: 
The advantage I have of the vulgar, 
»with the ;content and. happineſſe I con- 
| celyc 
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Religio Medici. 
ccive therein, is an ample recompence 
for all my endeavours, in what part of 
knowledge ſocver. Wiſdome- is his 
moſt beauteous attribute, no man can 
attain unto it, yet Soloywon pleaſed God 
when he deſired-it-- He is wite, becauſe he 
knowes all things, and hee knoweth all | 
things, becauſe he made them all, but his 
greateſtknowledge is in comprehending 
that hee made nor, that is, himſelfe. And 
this is alſo the greateſt knowledge in 
man. For this do I honour my owne 
profeſſion, and embrace the counſel even 
of the Devill himſelfe - had he read ſuch 
a LeQture in Paradiſe, as he did at * Del- 
phos , - we had better knowne our ſelves, 
nor had-we ſtood in feare to know him. 
I know he is wiſc in all, wonderfull in 
whit vee conceive, but far more in what 
wee comprehend not, for we behold him 
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underſtanding. is dimmer ither Moſes 
Eye, wee arc ignoramt of rhe backparts,or | 
lower fide of his Divinity 3 rherefore to 
prie into the maze of his Counſels, is not 
onely folly in man , but prefamption 
even in Angels; like us, they are his. | 
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Religio Medici, 25 
yants , not his Senators ; he holds no 
Councell, but that myſticall one of the 
Trinity, wherein though there: be three 
perſons , there is but one mind that de- 
crees, without contradiction: nor needs 
hee any, his actions are not begot with 
deliberation, his wiſedome naturally 
knows what's beſt ; bis intellect ſtands 
ready fraught with the ſuperlative and 
pureſt Idea's of goodnefle; conſultation 
and ele&tion, which are two motions in 
us, make but one .in him ; his actions 
ſpringing from his power, at the firſt 
touch of his will . Theſe are Contem- 
plations Metaphylicall , my humble ſpe- 
' culations have another Method, and are 
content to trace and diſcover thoſe ex= 
prefſions he hath left in his creatures, 
and the obvious effects of nature; there 


um 


s no danger to profound thele myſte- 


our < ries, no ſaudtym ſanitorum in Philoſ0- 


oſes 
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tO 
not 
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his: « 


phy The world was made to be inha- 
ited by -Beaſts, but ſtudied and con- 
templated by man - 'tis the debt of our 
tcaſon we owe unto Ged , and the ho- 
mage we :pay for not being beaſts , with- 
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26 Relizio Medici. 
had not been,or as it was before the ſixr 
day whenas yet there was not a crea- 
ture that could conceive, or ſay there 
was 2 world. The wiſedome of God re- 
ceives ſmall honour from thoſe yulgar 
heads, that rudely ſtare about, and with 
a groſſe ruſticity admire his workes ; 
thoſe highly magnifie him whoſe Judi- 
 cious enquiry into his zcts, and deliberate 
reſearchinto his creatures, returne the du- 
ty of a deyout and learned admiration. 


Therefore, 
Search wbile thou wih,and let thy reaſon goe 
Fo ranſome truth even to the abyſſe below, 
Rally the ſcattered cauſes, and that line 
Which nature twifts be able to wntwine 
Tt is thy Makers will, for unto none 
But nnto reaſon can be ere be knovone. 
T he Devills doe know thee, but thoſe damned mtte« 
Build not thy g'qry, but confound thy creatures, 
T each my indeavours ſo thy workes to read, 
F bat learning them, in thte T may proceed, 
Gve thou my reaſox that inſiruFGive flight, 
Whoſe weary wings may on thy bands ſtill light, 
T each me to ſoare aloft ,yet ever ſo, 
When neare the ſannegts ſtoope againe below. 


Thu ſhall my bumble feathers ſafely hover, (cover. | 


Hd: bough neere earth, mare then the heavens dife 


And then at laſt, when bomeward I fpall drive 
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© Out matter, as Angels , ſome without 
| forme, as the firſt matter; but every 


"I 


4 | God to raiſe ſo beauteous a ſtructure, 


fixr | 
rea- | Rich with the Spoyles of nature 19 my hive, | 


es ; | And this is almoſt all wherein an hum- 
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There will I fit, like that indaſirics flye, 
Buzzing thy prayſes,which ſbal never die, 
Till de ath abrupts them,and ſucceeding glory 


Bid me gee on in @ more laſting Story, 


ble creature may endeavour to requite, 
and ſome way to retribute anto his Crea- 
tor; for if not he that ſayeth Lord, Lord; 
but he that doth the will of his Father ſhall 
be ſaved , certainely our wills muſt bee 
our performances, and our intents make 
out our ations ; otherwiſe our pious la- 
bours ſhall finde anxiety in their graves, | 
and our beſt endeayours not hope, bur [ 

T here is but one firſt cauſe, and foure Se.” 14; | 
ſecond cauſes of all things; ſome are { 
without efficient, as God ; others with- 


Effence created or uncreated, hath its 
finall cauſe, and ſome poſitive end both 
of its Efſence and operation ; Thigis the 
cauſe I grope after in the workes of na- 
ture; on this hangs the providence of 


| 
| 
i / 


as 


Set. IJ. 


- tons, and unneceflary ſpaces; in the 
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as the world and the creatures thereof, 


was but his Art, but their ſundry and 
divided operations with their predeſti- 


mper! 
got P! 


their { 


nated ends, are from the treaſury of his|of 19 
wiſedome. In the cauſes, nature, and af. |POWe! 


feions of the Eclipſe of Sunne and [viſe 


Moone, there is moſt excellent ſpecula- 
tion; but to profound farther, and to 
contemplate a reaſon why his provi- 
dence - hath ſo diſpoſed and ordered 
their motions in that vaſt circle, as to 
conjoyne and obſcure each other, is a 
tweeter piece of reaſon, and a diviner 
point of Philoſophy ; therefore ſome- 
rimes, and in ſome things there appears 
ro me as much divinity in Galen his 
Books De uſu partinms,as in Suare7 Meta- 
phyſicks : Had Ariftotle been as curious 
in the enquiry of this cauſe as he was of 


the other, he had not left behinde him + 


an imperfe& piece of Philoſophy , bur 
an abſolute tract of Divinity. 
Natura nthil azit fruftra, is the onely 


indiſputable axtome in Philoſophy ; 


there are no Groteſques in nature z not a- | 


ny thing framed to fill up empty can- 
moſt 
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-reof |\nperfect creature, and ſuch as were 
* and |not preſerved in the Arke , bur having 
deſti- [their ſeeds and principles in the wombe 
F hisſof nature, are every-where where the 
{ af. [power of the Sunne is; in theſe is the 
ang |wiſedome of his hand diſcovered : Our 
-ula. |ofthis ranke Solomon choſe the object 
dto |of his admiration; indeed what reaſon 
ovi- | may not goe to ſchoole to the wiſe- 
red | dome of Bees, Aunts,and Spiders? what 
; to | wiſe hand teacheth them to doe whar 
's 4 | reaſon cannot teach us ? ruder heads 
ner | ſtand amazed at thoſe prodigious pieces 
ne- | of nature, Whales, Elephants, Dromida- 
ars | ries, and Camels; theſe I confeſſe, are 
his | the Ooloſſus and Majeſtick pieces of her 
-a- | hand;but in theſe narrow Engines there 
us } s more curious Mathemarticks, and the 
of civility of theſe little Citizens , more 
m + neatly ſer forth the wiſedome of their 
ut | Maker, Who admires not Reg/o-Monta- 
nw bis Fly beyond his Eagle, or won- 
ly | dersnot more at the operation of two 
7; | foules inthoſe little bodies, than bur one 
2- | in the trunck ofa Cedar © I could ne- 
- } ver content my contemplation with 
thoſe . generall pieces of wonder, the 
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flux and reflux of the ſea, the encreaſe of wi: 
Nile, the converfion of the Needle tofÞin the 
the North, and have ſtudied to marchi}Heat 
and parallel thoſe in the more obvious {read 
and neglected pieces of Nature , which { Chri! 
withour further travell I can doe im the f onth 


Coſmography of my ſelfe 3 we carry 
with us the wonders wee ſeeke without 
us : There isall A4frica,and her prodigies 
In us ; weare that bold and adventurous 
piece of nature, which he that ſtudies, 
wiſely learnes in a compendinm, what 0- 
thers labour at in a divided: piece and 
endlefle volume. p 

Thus there are two Bookes from 
whence I collect my Divinity ; befides 
that written one of God, another of his 
ſervant Nature, that univerſall and 
publike Manuſcripr,that lies expans'd un- 
to the eyes of all ; thoſe that never 
ſaw him in the one, have diſcovered 
him in the other : This was the 
Scripture and Theologic of the Hea- 
thens; the naturall motion of the Sun 
made them more admire him, than its 
{upernaturall ſtation did the Children 
of Iſrael; the ordinary effect of nature 
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Religio Medici, JÞ 
aſe of [wrought more admiration inthem, than 
le rofJin the other all his miracles ; ſurely the 
natch}]Heathens knew better how to joine and 
710us {read theſe myſticall Letters, than wee 
hich { Chriſtians, who caſta more careleſle cye 
| the f ontheſe common Hicroglyphicks, and 


arry Fn to ſuck Divinity from the flowers 
Iout | of Nature, Nor do I fo forget God, as 
ies | to adore the name of Nature ; which 1 
-ous | define not with the Schools, the principle: 
es, | of motion and reſt, bur, that ſtreightand 
 o= | regular line, that ſetled and conſtant 
ind | courſe the wiſdome of God hath 

ordained the actions of his Creatures, 
»Im | according to their ſeveral kinds. Tomake 
les | arevolution every day, is the nature of 
his | the Sunne, becauſe thar neceſſary courſe 
id } which God hath ordained it, from 
n- | which it cannot ſerve, by a faculty 
er S from thar voice which firſt did give it 
d / motion. Now this courſe of Nature 
ie | God ſeldome alters or perverts, bur like 
- | anexccllent Artiſt hath ſo contrived his 
n | worke, that with the ſelfe ſame inſtru- 
s | ment withour a new creation hee may 
7 > cffe& his obſcureſt defienes. Thus hee 
e | ſweernerh the Water with a Wood, 
4 C preſeryeth 


what Logicke we calla Toad,a Bear, or 


32 Religio Medici. $ 
preſerveth the creatures in the Arke Man E 
which the blaſt of his mouth might have] thoſ 
as eaſily created : for God is like a skil-)| beſt 
full Geometrician, who when more eaſily \| forn 
and with one ſtroke of his Compaſſe, he | viſit 
might deſcribe, or divide a right line,had \ heh 
yet rather do this inacircle or longer 7 mat 
way; according to the conſtituted and | mit! 
forelaid principles of his Art : yet this | ther 
rule of his he doth ſometimes pervert, | whe 
70 acquaint the world with his preroga- | of b 
tive , leſt the arrogancy of our reaſon | vin 
ſhould queſtion his power, and conclude | ſom 
he couldnot; and thus Tcall the effe&s | prir 
of nature the works of God, whoſe hand | nar 
and inſtrument ſhe only is; ”and therefore | yg] 
to aſcribe his actions unto her. is to de- | wh 
yolvethe honour of the principall agent, | the 
uponthe inſtrument ; which if with rea- | for 
ſon we may do,then let our hammers riſe | 

up and boaſt they have built our houſes, 4 ya1 
and our pens receive the honour of our | 

writing. I hold there is a generall beauty - | vid 
in the workes of God, and therefore | tw 
nodeformity in any kinde or ſpecies of | thi 
creature whatſoever : I cannot tell by , 


an 
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ke F-2n Elephant, ugly, they being created in 
ave! thoſe outward ſhapes and figures which 
kil-M] beſt expreſs thoſe actions of their inward 
fily } formes. And having paſt that generall 
he | viſitation of God, p. ſaw that all that 
nad Y hehad made was good, that is, confor- 
ger 7 mable to his will, which abhors defor- 
and | mity, and isthe rule of order and beauty; 
his | there is no deformity but in monſtroſity, 
rt, | wherein notwithſtanding there is a kinde 
g4- | of beauty, Nature {o ingenioufly contri- 
on | ving the irregular parts, as they become 
de | ſometimes more remarkeable than the 
ts | principall Fabrick. To ſpeake yet more 


nd | narrowly , there was never any thing 
re | ugly, or miſ-ſhapen , but the Chaos ; 
e- | wherein notwithſtanding,to ſpeakſtrictly, 


t, *, there was no- deformity , becauſe no 
a- | forme, nor was it yet impregnant by the 
{c 4 voice of God: Now nature is not at 
Ss, © variance with art, nor art with nature; 
r | they being boththe ſeryants of his pro- 
y - | vidence: Art is the perfection of Na- 
'e | ture: Were the world now as it was 


ff the fixt day, there were yet a Chaos : 


Js 


Nature hath made one World, and Art 
another. In briefe, all _ are 
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artificia!l, for Nature is the Art of God. 

This is the ordinary and open way 
of his providence , which Art and In- 
duſtry have in a good part diſcovered, 
whole cftets. we may foretell withour 
an Oracle : to foreſhew theſe is not 
Prophefic,but Prognoſtication. There is 
another way full of Meanders and La- 
byrinths, whereof the Devill and Spirits 
have no exact Ephemerides, and that is 
a more particular and ohſcurer method | 
of his providence, -directing the operati- 
onsot individualls and ſingle Eſſences; 
this we call Fortune, that ſerpentine and 
crooked line, whereby he drawes thoſe 
actions his wiſdome intends in a more 
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|yeyed Moſes in the Arke to the ſight of 
God. |?haraohs daughter: what a Labyrinth is 
way] there in the ſtory of Joſeph, able to con- 
1 In-| vert a Stoick? Surely there are in every 
ered, | mans life certaine rubs, donblings and 
hout | wrenches, which paſſe a while under the 
not } effects of chance, but at the laſt well exa- 
ereis | mined, prove the meere hand of God - 
La- | 'Twas not dumbe chance, that to diſco- 
Irits | ver the Fougade or Powder plot, con- 
at is | trived a miſcarriage in the letter. TIlike 
hod | the victory of 88, the better for that one 
rati- | occurrence which our enemies imputed 
ces; | to our diſhonour, and the partiality of 
and | Fortune, to wit, the tempeſts and: con- 
ofe | trariety of winds. King Philip did not 
ore | detract from the Nation, when hee ſaid, 
/p- | hee ſent his Armado to fight with men, 
vi- | and not to combare with the windes, 


2” 9 — — 


| I | Wherethere isa manifeſt diſproportiog 
K- > berweene the powers and forces of 
n- | two ſeverall agents, upon a maxime of 


25 | reaſon wee may promile the victory to 


0 | the ſuperiour ; bur when unexpectedac- 

'e | cidemts flip in, and unthought of occur- 

E þ rences intervene, theſe muſt proceed 

n } froma power that owes no obedience to 
i 


C3 thole 
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thoſe axioms : where, as in the writing 
upon the wal}, we behold the hayd, but 
fee not the ſpring that moves it. The 
ſucceſſe of that perty Province of Hol- 
land ( of which the grand Seigneur 
proudly ſaid, Thar if they ſhould trou- 
| ble him as they did the Spaniard , hee 
would ſend his men with ſhovels and 
pick-axes, and throw it into the Sea) I 
cannot altogether aſcribe to the ingenui- 
ty and induſtry of the people , but tothe 
mercy of God that hath diſpoſed them 


to ſuch a thriving Gexizs, and to the | 
will of his providence, thar diſpoſeth her | 
favour to cach Country in their preordi- | v7 


nate ſeaſon. All cannot be happy at once, 


7 
. 


for becauſe the glory of one State de- | 


pends upon the ruine of another, there is 


a revolution and viciflitude of their 
greatneſſe, and muſt obey the ſiving of 


that wheele,not moved by Intelligences, 
but by*the hand of God, whereby all 


Eſtates ariſe to their Zenith and verticall | 

points, according to their predeſtinated - | 

PRs For the lives not only of men, - 
U 


rof Common-weales, and the whole 
world run not upon an Helix that till 
enlargeth, 


ts a> 
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ting enlargeth, but ona Circle, where arri- 
, bye | vingto their Meridian, they decline in 
The | obſcurity , and fall under the'Horizon 
Hol. | agane. 
2neur | Theſe muſt not therefore bee named See. 18, 
roy. | the effes of Fortune, bur in a relative 

hee | way, and as wee terme the workes of - . 

and | nature; it was the ignorance of mans 
a) T | reaſon that begat this very name, and by 

mij- | acareleſle term miſcalled the providence 

the | of God : forthere is no liberty for cau- 

xm | ſs to operate in a looſe and ſtraglt 

the | way , nor any effe&t whatſoever, bur 

her | hath its warrant from ſome univerſall 

di- | or ſuperior cauſe, *Tis not a ridiculous 

ce, | deyotion to ſay a prayer before a game 

le. ! at Tables; for even in fortilegies and 

is | matters of greateſt uncertainty, there is 

ir | ferled and preoxdered courſe of effects, 
of , 1t 1s wee that are blind, not Fortune - 
s, > becauſeoureyeis too dim to diſcoverthe 
[1 | myſtery of her effects, we fooliſhly paint 
1 | herblind, and hoodwink the proyidence 
{- | of the Almighty. Icannor juſtifie that 
. | contemptible proverb, That Fooles only 
; arefortunate; or that inſolent Paradox; 
+ Thatawiſeman ts out of the reach of for- 
C4 tune, 
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zune, much lefle thoſe opprobrious Epi- \of we 
thers of Poets,Whore, Band,andS trumpet: |portic 
"Tis I confeſfe the common fate of men |by the 
of ſingular gitts of minde, to be deſtitute | wee 1 
of thoſe of fortune z which doth not | leavir 
any way deje&t the ſpirit of wiſer | hoof: 
judgements, who throughly underſtand } being 
the juſtice of this proceeding ; and be- | ſupp 


. : —Y D ?, 
ing enriched with higher donatives, caſt | with 


a more carcleſle eye on theſe vulgar | dicia 

parts of felicity. Itis a moſt unjuſt am- | therc 

bition to deſire to engrofle the mercies | be b 

of the Almighty, nor to be content with | be w 

5 the goods of minde, without a poſſeſſion | do 1 

of thoſe of body or fortune : and it isan | that 
crrour worſe than hcerefte, to adore theſe ! my 

complementall and circumſtantial pieces | unte 

of felicity, and underyalue thoſe perfe- | that 

ctions and efſentiall points of happineſſe, | by | 

wherein we reſemble our maker.” To witer || per 

delires it 1s ſatisfaction enough to de- \, tet 
{crve, though not to cnjoy the favours of || ed 

fortune; let providence provide for fools: || ſor 

tis not partiality, but equity in God, who | {ip 

deales with us but as our naturall pa- ., the 
rents, thoſe that are able of body and | to 

mind, he leaves to their deſerts; to _ \ I« 
| 0 
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of weaker merits hee imparts a larger 
portion, and pieces out the defect of one 
men [bythe acceſle of the other. Thus have 
tute | wee no juſt quarrell with Nature , for 
not [leaving us naked, or to envyie the horns, 
ylſer | hoofs,skins, and furs of other Creatures, 
and }being provided with reaſon, that can 
bc | ſupply them all. Wee need not labour 
caſt | with io many arguments to confute ju- 
gar | diciall aſtrology ; for if there be a truth 
un- | thercin, it doth not injure Divinity, if to 
cles | be borne under Mercary diſpoſerh us to 
1th | be witty, under Jupiter to be wealthy, I 
On | do not owe 2 knee unto theſe, but unto 
an | that mercifull hand that hath ordered 
ele | my indifferent and uncertaine nativity 
*cs | unto ſuch benevolous aſpetts. Thoſe 
fe- | that hold that all things were governed 
le, | by fortune, had not erred, had they nor 
er ,\ perfiſtedthere: The Romanes thar ere- 
c- 4 &ed a Temple to Fortune, acknowledg- 
of { ed therein, though in a blinder way, 


5: | ſomewhat of Divinityz for in a wile 
O | {tpputation all things begin and end in 
- the Almighty. There is a;ncarer way 


d | to heaventhan Homers chaine; ancaſfic 


- \ Logick may conjoine heaven and carth 
| in 
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in one argument, and with lefſe than a 
Sorites reſolve all _ into God. For 
though we chriſten effects by their moſt 
ſenſible and neareſt caufes, yet is God 
the true and infallible cauſe of all, 
whoſe concourſe though it bee generall, 
yetdoth it ſubdivide it (elfc into the par- 
ticular actions of every thing, and is that 
ſpirit, by which each "Ana eſlence not 
onely ſubfiſts, but -performes its opera- 
tion, 

The bad conſtruction and perverſe 
comment on theſe paire of ſecond cau- 
ſes, or viſible hands of God, have fper- 
verted the devotion of many unto A- 
theiſme 3 who forgetting the honeſt 
adviſoes of Faith, have liſtned unto the 
conſpiracy of Paſſion and Reaſon. I 
have therefore alwayes endeavoured to 
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compoſe thoſe fewds and angry difſenti- 
ons betweene aftection, faith,and reaſon: * 
For there is in our ſoule a kind of Trium- 


virate, or Triple government of three | 


competitors, which diſtract the peace of 


this our Common- wealth, nor leſſe than 


did that other the State of Rome. 
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Religio Medici. Ar 
Paſſion unto Reaſon: As the propoſitions 
of Faith ſeeme abſard unto Reaſon, fo 
the Theorems of Reaſon unto Paſſion, 
and both unto Reaſon, yet a moderate 
and peaceable diſcretion may fo ſtate 
and order the.matter , that they may be 


1 all Kings, and yeti make but one Monar- 


chy, every one exerciſing his Soveraign- 
ty and Prerogative in a due time and 
place according to the reſtraint and 
limir of circumſtance. There 1s, as in 
Philoſophy,ſo in Divinity,ſturdy doubts, 
and boiſterous objefions, wherewith 
the unhappineſle of our knowledge too 
neerly acquainteth us. More of theſeno 
man harh knowne than my ſelfe, which I 
confeſſe I conquered, not in a martiall 
poſture, but on my knees. For our in- 
deayours are not onely to combate with 


| doubrs, but alwayes to diſpute with the 
> Devill : the villany of thar Spirit takes 


a hint of Infidelity from our Studies,and 
by demonſtrating a naturality in one 
way, makes us miſtruſt a miracle in ano- 
ther. Thus having peruſed the Archi- 
doxis and read the ſecret Sympathies 


} of things, hee would 1diſſwade my belief 


from 
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Relizio Medici, 
from the miracle of the Brazen Serpent; 
make me conceit that image worked by 
Sympathy, and was but an Agyptian 
tricke to cure their diſeaſes without a 
miracle, Againe, having ſcene ſome 
experiments of Bitumen,and having read 
farre more of Naptha, hee whiſpered to 


my curioſity the fire of the Altar might |] 


be naturall, and bid mee miſtruſt a mira- 
cle in Elias, when he entrenched the Al- 
tar round with water; for that inflamable 
ſubſtance ycelds not caſily unto water, 
but flames in the armes of its Antago- 
niſt - and thus would hee inveagle my 
beliefe ro thinke the combuſtion of 
Sodome might be naturall, and that there 
was an Aſphaltick and Bituminous na- 
ture in that lake before the fire of Go- 
morrah : 1 know that Manna is now 
plentifully gathered in Calabria, and 
Toſephus tells mee, in his dayes it was 
as plentiful in Arabia; the Devill there- 
tore made the quere, W here was then the 
muracle in the dayes of Moſes? the 1ſrae- 
lite ſaw but that in his time, the natives 
of thoſe Countries behold in ours. Thus 
the Devill plaid at Chefle with yo 
; an 
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d by [and yeclding a pawne, thought to gaine 

4 Queene of me, taking advantage of my 

Dut 2 [honeſt indeavours; and whilſt I laboured 

ſome [to raiſe the ſtructure of my reaſon, hee 

read |ftrived to undermine the edifice of my 

d to | faith,” 

i1ght | Neither had theſe or any other ever p | 
ira- }{uch advantage of mee, as to encline mee NY 
Al- | to any. point of Infidelity or deſperate 

able | poſitions of Atheiſme ; tor I have been 

ter, | theſe many yeares of opinion there was 

go- | never any. Thoſe that held Religion 

was the difference of man from Beaſts, 

of | have ſpoken probably, and proceed upon 

ere | a principle as inductive as the other - 

na- | That doctrine of Zp/curns, that denyed 

70- | the providence of God, was no Atheiſm, + 

»W | but a maenificent and . high-ſtrained 

nd | conceit of his Majeſty, which he deemed 

as 5 too ſublime to mirde the triviall 

e- | a&tions of thoſe infertour Creatures : 

1e | That fatall neceſſity of the Stoicks is . 
e- | nothing but the immutable Law-of his 
'S | will, Thoſe that hererofore denyed the 
s | Divinity of *the holy Ghoſt, have been 
condemned but as Heretickes 5 and 
thoſe that now deny our Saviour 
RS though 


See. 21, 
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(though more then Hereticks) are not ſo 
much as Atheiſts : for though they deny 
Iwo perſons inthe Trinity, they hold as 
we do, there is but one God. _ 

| Thar villain and Secretary of Hell, 
that compoſed that miſcreant piece of 


the three Impoſtors, though divided j 


from all Religions, and was neither 
Jew, Turke, nor Chriſtian, was not 2 
poſitive Atheiſt, I confeſle cyery Coun» 
try hath its Machiavell, every age its 


point 
with * 
Antic 
and I 


ſo 
oa 
Mari 
nies 
ly m: 
Pliny 
Wer 


Lucian , whereof common heads muft more 


not heare, inor more advanced judge- 
ments to0 raſhly venture on: it is the 
Rhetorick of Satan, and may pervert a 
looſe or prejudicate belief. 

I confeſle I have peruſed them all, and 
can diſcover nothing that may ſtartle a 
diſcreet beliete, yer are their heads car- 
ryed off with the winde and breath of 
ſuch motives. I remember a Doctor in 
Phyſick of 1taly,who could not pertealy 
beleeve the immortality of the Soule, 
becauſe Galez ſeemed to make a doubt 
thereof, With another I was familiarly 
acquainted in Frazce, a Divine, and 
man of ſingular parts, that on the ſame 


point | 
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poinr was ſo plunged and gravelled 
Antidotes, drawne from both Scripture ff her 
and Philoſophy , could not expell the 77's 1% 
yſon of his errour . There are a ſet of yidueſt * 
ads, that can credit the relations of pr 
{Mariners , yer queſtion the teſtimo- 411 
nies of Saint Panl, and peremprori- anine—< 
ly maintaine the traditions of Elan or 7% pe 
Pliny, yet in Hiſtories of Scripture, raiſe purs n 
Were's and objections , beleeving no Nffi = 


pars maner 


wt] more than they can parallel in humane 


Authors. I confeſle there are in Scrip- 
ture ſtories that doe exceed the fable of 
Poets, and to a captious Reader ſound 
like Garagantuaor Bevis : Search all the 
Legends of times paſt, and the fabulous 
coniceits of theſe preſent, and *twill be 
hard to finde one that deſerves to carry 
the Buckler unto Samſon, yer is allthis of 
I bg Ls . . 

; aneaſie poſſibility, if we conceive a di- 
vine concourſe or an influence but from 
the little finger of the Almighty. It is 
impoſſible that either in the diſcourſe of 
man, or inthe infallible yoyce of God, 


to the weakneſſe of our apprehenſions, 
there ſhould nor appeare irregularities, 
con- 


K Poſt mori 
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contradictions, and antinomies : myhyis an 
{clfe could ſhew a Catalogue of doubts, (conten 
never yet imagined nor queſtioned, as [ecaul 


know, which are not. reſolved at the 


firſt hearing , nor fantaſtick Quere's, 
or objections of aire : For I cannot 
heare of Atoms in Divinity. I can read 
the hiſtory of the Pigeon that was 
{ſent our of the Ark, and returned no 
more, yet not queſtion how ſhe found 
out her mare that was left behind : That 
LaFarmns was railed from the dead, yet 
not demand where in rhe interim his 
ſoule awaited; or raiſe 2 Law-caſe, whe- 
ther his heire might lawfully . detaine 
his inheritance, bequeathed unto him by 
his death; and he, though reſtored to 
fife haye no plea or title unto his for- 
mer poſſcfſions. Wherher Eve was fra- 
med out of the left fide of Adam, 1 di- 
ſpute not; becauſe I ſtand nor yet .aſſu- 
red which is the right ſide of a man, or 
whether there be any ſuch diſtinction in 
Nature; that ſhe was edified out of the 
ribbe of Aaazz I believe, yet raiſe no 
queſtion who ſhall ariſe with that ribbe 
at the Reſurrection, Whether Adam 
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Religio Medici. a7 
myjy:s an Hermaphrodire, as the Rabbines 
ubts, contend upon the letter of the Text, 
as I þccauſe it 1s contrary to reaſon, there 
the ſhould bee an Hermaphrodite, before 
re's, [there was a woman, ora compoſition of 
1not [two natures , before there was a ſecond 
read ſcompoſed. Likewiſe, whether the world 
was | was created in Autumne , Sumner, or 
no |the Spring ; becauſe it was created in 
ind | them all ; for whatſoever Signe the Suft 
hat | poſſeſſeth , thoſe foure ſeaſons are actu- 
yet | ally exiſtent - Ir is the nature of this 
his | Luminary to diſtinguiſh the ſeverall 
1ce- | ſeaſons of the yeere, all which it makes 
ine | atone time in the whole earth, and ſuc- 
by | ceflive in any part thercof. There are 2 
to | bundle of curioſities , not onely in Pht- 
r- | loſophy, but in Divinity, propoſed and 
diſcuſſed by men of moſt tuppoſed abi- 
| lities, which indecd are not worthy our 
I- 1 vacant houres, much lefſe our ſerious 
ſtudies. Pieces only fit ro be placed in nRebeley 
n |. Pantagruels Library , or bound up with 
c | Tartaretizs de modo Cacandi.. 
> | Theſe are niceties that become not Se& 22: 
, thoſe that peruſe ſo ſerious a Myſtery : 


There are others more generally que- 
_- tioned 
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| ſtoned and called to the barre, yet me 


thinkes of an caſte and poſſible truth, 
*Tis ridiculous to put off, or drown 
the gencrall Flood of Noah, in that 
particular inundation of Dexcatio : that 


there was a Deluge once, ſeemes not to\ 


me ſo great a miracle, as that there is 
not one alwayes. How all the kinds of 
Creatures, not onely in their own bulks, 
but with a competency of food and ſuſte- 
nance, might be preſerved in one Ark, 
and within the extent of three hundred 
cubits,toa reaſon that rightly examines 
It, will appeare very feaſible. There is 
another ſecret, not contained in the 
: Scripture, which is more hard to com- 
prehend,and-put the honeſt Father to the 
refuge of a Miracle; and that is , not 
-oncly how the diſtin& pieces of the 
world, and divided Tlands ſhould bee 
firſt planted by men, but inhabited by 
Tigers , Panthers, and Beares. How 


come 
bee ( 
founc 
whic| 
| that 


America abounded with beaſts of prey, 
and noxious Animals, yet contained not 
in it that neceſſary creature, a Horle, is 
very ſtrange. By what paſſage thoſc,not 
onely Birds, but - dangerous and unwel- 


come . 


creat 
" then 
| falve 
ticul 
can ! 
neg? 
min 
it p! 
e0! 
- 
| the 
| four 
wo. 
cor 
\ anc 
wh 
| NAFC\ 
'”T 


Religio Mealici, 49. 
et me] come Beaſts came oyer: How there 
truth] bee Creatures there, { which are not 
rowne| found in this Triple Continent ; ) all 
1 that] which muſt needs be ſtrange unto us, 
: that] that hold but one Arke, and that the 
10t to| creatures began their progrefle from 
ere el the mountaines of Ararat. They who to 
Is off falye this would make the Deluge par- 
ulks| ticular, proceed upon a principle thar I 
uſte-| can'no way grant ; not onely upon the 
Ark,| negative 'of holy Scriptures , but of 
dred} mine owne reaſon, whereby I can make 
ines it probable, that the world was as well 
reis| peopled in the time of Noah, as in ors, 
the| and fifteene- hundred yeares to people 
Im-| the world, as full a- time for them as 
the | foure thouland yeeres. fince have been 
10t | to us. There are other aſlertions and 
he | common tenents drawne from Scripture, 
ce 4 and generally. beleeved as Scripture, 
Yy { whereunto, notwithſtanding , I would 
w | never betray the liberty of my reaſon. 
Y, | 'Tisa Paradoxe to me, that Methnſalem' 
Xt | was the longeſt liv'd of: all the children 
s | of Adam, and no man will be able ro 
t 4 prove it; when from the procefle of 

| the Fexr, I can manifeſt it may be ather- 
RR D2 
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5Q Religio Medici. 
wiſe, That F#das periſhed by hanging 
himſclfe, there is no, certainty in Scrip- 
ture, though in one place it ſeemes to 
affirme it, and by a doubrfull word hath 
given occaſion to tranſlate it ; yer in ano- 
ther place, ina more punctuall deſcipti- 


on,it makes it improbable, and ſeernes to j 


overthrow it. That our Fathers, after 


the Flood, erected the Tower of Babel, | 


to preſerve themſelves againſt a ſecond 
Deluge, is generally opinioned and be- 
leeved; yet is there another intention of 
theirs expreſſed in Scripture : Beſides, it 


1s improbable from the circumſtance of | 


the place, that is, a plaine in the Land of 
Shizar. Theſe are no points of Faith, 
and therefore may admit a free diſpute, 
There are yet others, and thoſe tami- 
liarly concluded from the Text, where- 
in (under favour ) I ſee noconſequence. 
The Church of Rome confidently 
proves the opinion of Tutelary Angels, 
from that anſwer when Peter knockt at 
the doore,'Tis os he,but his Angel; that 
1s, might ſome ſay,his Mefſenger,or ſome 
body from him; for ſo the originall fig- 
nifies, and is as likely to be the doubrfull 


Famt- | 
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ing | Families meaning. This expoſition I 
Crip- | once ſuggeſted ro a young Divine, that 
es to | anſiyered upon this point, to which I re- 
hath member the F ranciſcan Opponent re- 
ano- | plyed no more, but, That it was anew 
Ipti- and no authentick interpretation. | 
Stof Theſe are but the concluſions, and eg}. 23, 
frer | fallible diſcourſes of man upon the | 
bel, | word of God, for ſuch I doe beleeve the 
2nd | holy Scriptures; yet were it of man, I 
be- | could not chooſe bur ſay, it was the fin- 
of | gulareſt, and ſuperlative, piece that hath 
\ it | been extant fince the Creation ; were 
of | Ia Pagan, I ſhould not refraine the Le- 
of | ure of itz and cannox but commend 
the judgement of Prolomy , that thought 
not his Library compleate without it: 
i- | theAlcoranof the Turks ( I ſpeak with- 
. | outprejudice) is an ill compoſed Piece, 
] containing in it vaine and ridiculous er- 
rours in Philoſophy,impoſlibilities, fiti- 
| ons,and vanities beyond laughter, main- 
| tained by evident and open Sophiſmes 
| the Policy of Ignorance, depoſition of 
| Univerſities , and baniſhment of Lear- 
ning, that hath gotten foot by Armes 
and violence ; This without a blow hath 


D 3 diſlemi- 
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diſlteminated: it ſelfe through the whole 
carth. It is not unremarkeable what 
Philo firſt obſerved , That the Law of 
Moſ.es continued two thouſand yeares 
without the leaſt alteration; whereas, we 
ſce, the Lawes of other - Common- 
weales . do alter with occaſions; and 
even thoſe that pretended their originall 
from ſome Divinity ro have vaniſhed 
without trace or memory. [I beleeve, 
befides Zoroaſter, there were : divers 
that writ before Moſes, ' who: notwith- 
ſtanding have ſuffered the common fate 


of time. Mens Workes.. have an age | 
like themſelves ; and though they our- 


hye their. Aythors,. yet have they. a 
ſtint and period to their duration : This 
onely 1s 2 worke too hard: for the teeth 


of time, and: cannot periſh. bur in the * 


generall flames', when all things thall 
confeſle their aſhes. | | | 


I haye heard ſome with deepe ſighs | 


lament the loſt lines of Cicero, others 
with as many groans deplore the com- 
buſtion of the Library of Alexandria; 
for my owne part, I thinke there be two 
many in the world, and could with: pa- 
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ence behold the urne and aſhes of the 
7ratican, could T witha few others reco- 
yer the periſhed leaves of Solowen. I 
yould not omit a Copy of Ezechs Pil- 


lars, had they many nearer Authors 


than Toſephms, or did nor reliſh fome- 


Some men haye 


* Pineda'quotes more Authors in One” Fineds 

q ' in ms ©- 
worke, than are neceſſary in a whole !1 "5 
world. Of thoſe three great inventions zcc1e/apt;. 
in Germany , there are two which 20y cn ques. 
not without their incommodities, and 1 
tis wo rg whether they exceed not fory Aus 


their uſe and commodities. *Tis not a9 


| melancholy Urinam of mine owne, but 


the deſires of better heads , rhar rherc 
were a generall Synod; nor ro unite the 
incompatible difference of Religion, but 


; forthe benefit of learning, to reduce 1t 


asit lay at firſt ina few and ſolid Au- 
thorsz and to condemne to the fire 
thoſe ſwarms and millions of Rhapſoates 
begotten onely to diſtract and abule the 
weaker judgements of Scholars, and to 
maintaine the Trade and Myſtery of 
Typographers. | 
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I cannot but wonder with what ex-| Mah 


ceptions the Samaritans could confine 
their beliefe to the Pertatench, or five 
Books of Mofrs. I am aſhamed at the 
Rabbinicall Interpretation of the Jewes, 
upon the Old Teſtament , as muich as 
their defection from the Neyy : and true- 


once ſo devoted to Ethnick Superſtiti 
on, and ſ{ocafily ſeduced to the Idolatry 
of their Neighbours, ſhould now in 


ſuch an obſtinate and peremptory be- | 


liefe adhere unto their owne 


oo com 


; 


octrine, || 
expe impoſlibilities, and in the face | 
and eye of the Church perſiſt without | 
the leaſt hope of converſion : this is a | 


vice in them,that were a vertve in us ; for | 
obſtinacy in a bad cauſe, is bur conſtane | 


Cy in a good. And hercin I muſt accuſe 


( 
| 


y10U1 
of P 
that 
tion 
of Q 


| how 
ly it is beyond wonder, how that con- | 
temptible and degenerate iſſue of Lacdh 
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thoſe of my owne Religion; for there is © cc 


not any of {uch a frugitive faith, ſuch an 


unſtable belicfe,as a Chriſtian; none that - 
do ſo oft transforme themſelves, not ur- | 
to ſeverall ſhapes of Chriſtianity and of - 
the ſame Species, but unto more unnatu- - 
rall and contrary formes, of Jew and : 


Maho- 
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ot 
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t ex-; Mahometan, that from the name of Sa- 
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yiour can condeſcend to the bare terme 
of Prophet , and from an old bclicte 
that he is come, fall to a new expeca- 
tion of his comming : It is the promiſe 
of Thriſt tro make us all one flock ; bur 
how and when this union ſhall be, is as 
obſcure to me as the Jaſt day. Of thoſe 


foure members ot Religion wee hold a 


ſlender proportion; there arc I conteſſe 
ſome new additions, yet ſmall to thoſe 
which accrew to our adverſaries , and 


| thoſe onely drawne from the revolt of 
| Pagans, men bur of negative impieties, 


and ſuch as deny Chriſt, but becauſe 
they never heard of him + Bur the Reli- 
gion of the Jew is expreſly againſt the 
Chriſtian, and tke Mahometan againſt 
both; for the Turke, in the bulke he 
now ſtands , he is beyond all hope of 
converſion; if he fall aſunder, there 
may be conceived hopes , but not with- 
out ſtrong improbahllities. The Jew 
is obſtinare in all forrunes ; the perſe- 
cution of fifteene hundred yeares hath 
but confirmed them in their errour : they 
have already endured whatſoever _ 
| c 
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be inflited, and have ſuffered, in a bad 
Cauſe, even to the condemnation of 
their enemies, Perſecution is a bad and 
indirect way to plant Religion, It hath 
beene the unhappy method of angry 
devotions, not onely to confirme ho- 
neſt Religion, but wicked Hereſies, and 
extravagant opinions, It was the firſt 
ſtone and Baſis of our Faith, none can 
more juſtly. boaſt of: perſecutions , and 
glory in the number and valour of Mar- 
tyrs ; For, to ſpeake properly, thoſe are 
true and almoſt onely examples of for- 
titude : Thoſe thatare fetch'd from the 
held, or drawne from the actions of 
the Campe, arenot oft-times ſo truely 
precedents of valour as audacity, and at 
the beſt attaine but -to ſome baſtard 
picce of fortitude : If we ſhall ſtrictly 
examine the circumſtances acd requi- 
ſites which Ariſtotle requires to true and 
perfect valour, wee ſhall finde the name 
onely in. his. Maſter Alexander, and as 
little 1n. that Romane. Worthy , Iulins 
Ceſar and ifany, in that caſe and aRtive 
way, have done {o nobly as to deſerve 
_ that name, yet in the paſſive and more 
terri- 
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terrible piece theſe have ſurpaſſed, and 

in 2 more heroica}l way may claime the 

honour - of that Title. 'Tis nor in the 

power of every honeſt faith to proceed 

thus farre, or paſſe to Heaven through 

the flames z every one hath it not in that 
f full meaſure, nor in {o audacious and 
reſolute a temper, as to endure 'thoſe 
terrible teſts and trialls, who notwith- 
ſanding ina peaceable way doe truely 
adore their Saviour, and have ( no 
doubt ) a faith acceptable in the eyes of 
God. 1 


Now as all that die in the warre are Sef.26. 


not termed Souldiers, fo neither can I 
properly terme all thoſe that ſuffer in 
marters of Religion Martyrs. The 
| Councell of Conſtance condemnes Toby 
Huſſe for an Heretick, the Stories of his 
; owne party ſtile him a Martyr ; He muft 
needs offend the Divinity of both, thar 
ſayes he was neither the one nor the 
other : There are many / queſtionleſle) 
canonized' on earth, that ſhall never be 
Saints in Heayen ; and have their names 
in Hiſtories and Martyrologies , who in 
the eyes of God are not ſo perfect Mar- 
ryrs 
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tyrs, as was that wiſe Heathen Socrates, 
that ſuffered (on a fundamentall point 
of Religion, the Unity of God. I haye 
often pityed the miſerable Biſhop that 
ſuffered in the cauſe of _— yet 
cannot chooſe but accuſe him of as 
much madneſle, for expoſing his living 
on ſuch a trifle, as thoſe of ignorance 
and folly that condemned him. I thinke 
my conſcience will not give me the lie, 
if Ifay, there are not many extant that 
In anoble way feare the hos of death 


lefſe than my {elfe, yet from the morall | 


duty I owe to the Commandement of 
Gad, and the naturall reſpe&s that I ten- 
der unto the conſervation of my eſſence 
and being, I-would not periſh upon a Ce- 
remony, Politick points,or indifferency: 
nor is my belecfe of that untractable 
temper, as not to bow at their obſtacles, 
or connive at matters wherein there are 
not manifeſt impieties : The leaven 
therefore and ferment? of all, not only 
Civill, but Religious actions, is wiſe- 
dome, without which, to commit our 
{clves to the flames, is Homicide, and 
(1 feare) but to paſſe through one fire 
——— Tk 
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That Miracles'are ceaſed, I can neither 
prove, nor abſolutely deny, much lefle 
define the time and period of their ceſla- 
tion ; that they ſurvived Chriſt, is ma- 
nifeſt upon the record of Scripture ; that 
they out-lived the Apoſtles alſo, & were 
revived at the converfion of Nations, 
many yeares after, we cannot deny, if 
wee ſhall not queſtion thoſe Writers 
whoſe teſtimouies we doe not contro- 
vert, in points that make for our own 
opinions z therefore that may have ſome 
truth in it that is reported by the Jeſu- 
ites of their Miracles in the Indies; I 
could wiſh it were true, or had any 0- 
therteſtimony then their owne Pennes : 
they may eaſily beleevc thoſe Miracles 
abroad, who daily conceive a greater at 
home; the tranſmutation of rhoſe viſt- 
ble elements into the body and blood 
of our Saviour : for the converfion of 
water into wine, which he wrought in 
Cana , Or what the Devill would have 


| had him done in the Wildernefle , of 


ſtones into Bread, compared to this, ill 
ſcarce deſerve the name of a Miracle : 
Theugh indeed, to ſpeake Properly: 
racre 


See. 27s. 
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"there is not one Miracle oreater than a- 
'nother , they being the extraordinary 
effect of the hand of God, to which all 
things are of an equall facility, and to 
create the 1vorld as eafie as one ſingle 
creature. Forthis is alſo a miracle, not 
only to produce effe&s againſt, or above 
'Nature, but before Nature , and to cre- 


ate Nature as great a Miracle, as to con- 


tradi&t or tranſcend her. Wee doe too 


narrowly define the power of God, re- | 


ſtraining it to our capacities, I hold that 
God candoe all things, how hee ſhould 
work contradictions I do not underſtand, 


yer dare not therefore deny. I cannot 


ſee why the Angel of God ſhould que- 


ſtion Eſdras to recall the time paſt, ifir 
were beyond his owne power; or that 
God ſhould poſe mortality in that, 
which he. was not able to performe 
himſelfe. I will not ſay God cannot, 
but hee wall not performe many things, 
which wee plainely affirme he cannot : 
this [am ſure is the mannerlieſt propo- 
ſition, wherein notwithſtanding I hold 
no Paradox. For ſtrictly his power is the 
ſame with his will, and they both _ 


| are f 
ever 

liqu 
the | 
and 
CONC 
four 
{hou 
untc 
a fa] 
his 
nay! 


TT 


|. bor 


con 
& mar 
; {wo 
Kin 
for 
Wit: 
tha! 
dot 
fact 


Pg 


In a- 
nar 

d a 
d to 
Ngle 
nor | 
ove 
Tre- 
ON-- 
00 | 
res 
Jat 
1d 
d, 


or 
C- 
1t 
at |. 
t 
- HG 
61 
n 


4 


faculty on their bodies , ſpeake natu- 
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all the reſt doe make but one God. 


Therefore that Miracles have been I Seg. 28. 


doe beleeve, that they may yet bee 
wrought by the living I doe not deny - 
but have no confidence in thoſe which 
are fathered on the dead, and this hath 
ever made me ſuſped the efficacy of re- 
liques, to examine the bones , queſtion 
the habits and appertinencies of Saints, 
and even of Chriſt himſelfe : I cannor 
conceive why the Crofle. that Helena 


| found,and whereon Chriſt himſelfe dicd, 


ſhould have power to reſtore others 
unto life : I excuſe not Conſtantine from 
a fall off his Horſe, or a miſchiefe from 


| his enemies, upon the wearing thoſe 


nayles on his bridle, which our Saviour 
bore upon the Crofle in his hands : I 
compute among your Pie frandes, nor 
many degrees before conſecrated 
ſwords and roſes, that which Baldwyz 
King of Jeruſalem returned the Genoveſe 
for their coſt and paines in his War, to 
wit,the aſhes of 104z the Baptiſt. Thoſe 
that hold the ſanity of their {oules 
doth leave behinde atincture and ſacred 


_ rall 
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rally or Miracles, and doe not ſalve the 
doubt. Now one reaſon I tender fo 
lirtle devotion unto reliques is, I think, 
the {lender and doubtfull reſpe& 1 have 
alwaycs held unto Antiquities : for that 
indeed which I admire is farre before 


antiquity, that is, Eternity, and that is | 


God himſelfe ; who though he be ſti- 
led the Antient of dayes, cannot receive 
the adjun& of antiquity, who was be- 
fore the World, and ſhall be after ir, yer 
is not older than it; for in his yeares 
there is no Climacrer , his durationis 
eternity, and farre more yenerable*then 
antiquity. 

Bur above all things I wonder how the 
curioſity of wiſer heads could paſſe that 
great and indiſputable miracle,the ceſſa- 


tion of Oracles:and in what ſwoun their | 


reaſons lay, to content themſelves and 
fit downe with ſuch far- ferch't and ri- 


diculous reaſons as Plutarch alleadgeth 


for it. The Jewes that can beleeve rhe 
{upernaturall ſolſtice of the Sunne in the 
dayes of Foſhaa,haye yet the impudence 
ro deny the Eclipſe, which every Pagan 
confeſied. at his death - but for this, it is 
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evident beyond all contradiction, * the ,_ _. 
Devil himſelfe confeſſed ir. Certainly ,49,95 
itis not a warrantable curioftty, ro ex- Auguſtus 
amine the verity of Scripture by the 
concordance of humane hiſtory, or ſeek 
to confirme the Chronicle of Heſter or 
Daniel, by the authority of Magaſthenes 

| or Herodotws.1 confeſſe I have had an un- 


ve 
e- 
7et | 
es | 
1s | 
en | 


M5 


- F 


\ ; 
| 


\ out of Egypt. And traly ſince I have 


; world, and knoyw in what counterfeit 


- ry of their owne lives ; wherein Moſes 


happy I this way, till Tlaughed 
my {elfe out of it with apiece of Lubin, 
Mie he delivers that the children of 
Iſrael for being ſcabbed were baniſhed 


underſtood the occurrences of the 


ſhapes, & deceitful vizzards times preſent 
repreſent onthe ſtage things paſt ; I doe 
beleeve them little more then things to 
come. Some, have becn of my opint- 
'on, and endeavoured to write the Hiſto- 


barh ourgone them all, and left not one- 
Iy the ſtory of his life, but as ſome will 

have it, of his death alſo. __ 
It is a riddle to me, how this ſtory of Q- Sef. 30s 
racles hath not worm'd our of the world 
that doubtful conceit of Spirits & witch- 
| "'E "Sa 
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es;how ſo many learned heads ſhould 6 
farre forget their Metaphyſicks, and de- 
ſtroy the ladder and ſcale of crea- 
tures, as to queſtion the exiſtence of 
Spirits : for my part, I have ever belce- 
ved, and doe now know, that there are 
Witches ; they that doubt of theſe, doe 
not onely deny them , bur ſpirits; and 
are obliquely and upon conſequencea 
ſort not of Infidels, but Atheiſts. Thoſe 
that to confute their incredulity deſire 
to ſee apparitions, ſhall queſtonleſle ne- 
ver behold any, nor have the power to 


be ſo much as Witches, the Devill hath | 


them already ina herefic as capitall as 
Witchcraft , and to appeare to them, 
were but to conyert them : Of all the 
deluſions wherewith he deceives mor- 
talitie, there is not any that puzleth me 


more than the Legerdemain of Change- + 
lings; 1 doe not credit thoſe transfor- 


mations of reaſonable creatures into 
beaſts, or that the Devill hath a power 
to tranſpeciate a man into a horſe, who 
tempted Chriſt(as a triall of his Divini- 
"tie ) to conyert but ſtones into bread, I 
;£0uld belecye thas Spirits uſe with on 
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Religis Medici. 85 
| the a& of carnality, and that in botfi 
ſexes; I conceive they may aflume , 
ſteale, or contrivea body, wherein there 
may be action enoughto content decree 
| pit luſt,or paſſion to ſat&fie more ative 
yeneries z yetin both, without a pefſi-. 
bility of generation: and therefore that 
opinion, that Antichriſt ſhould be borne 
of the Tribe of Dany by conjunction 
with the Devill, is ridiculous,and a con= 
ceit fitter for a Rabbin then a Chriſtian, 
T hold that the Devill doth really pof- 
ſeſſe ſome men, the ſpirit 'of melancholy 
- Others, the ſpirit of delufion others; that 
2s the Deyill is concealed and deny- 
ed by ſome , ſo God and good Am 
gels are pretended by others, where- 
of the late defetion of rhe Maid of 
Germany "hath left a pregnant exam» 
ple. | 
Againe, I beleeye thar all that viſe 59-31 
ſorceries, incantations, and ſpels, are Not | 
Witches, or as-we terme them, Magic 
ans ; I conceive there is a traditional 
Magicke ; not learned immediately 
from the' Devill,, bur at ſecond band” 
from his Scholars; who having once 
| 5.2... _ 
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the. ſecret betrayed, are able, and doe 
empirically practiſe without ; his ad- 
vice, they both proceexling upon 
the -principles of nature: . where a- 
tives .. aptly ..* conjoyned to diſpoſed 
.paſſives, . will under any Maſter pro- 
duce - their. effects. Thus I thinke 
ar- firſt a great part of Philoſophy was 
Witchcraft, which being afterward de- 
rived to one arother, proved but Philo- 
Jophy, and was indeed no more but the 
honeſt effets of Nature + What inven- 


Py 
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ted by us is. Philoſophy, learned from | 
hits 1s Magicke, We doe ſurely owe. 
the. diſcovery of many ſecrets to the 
difcovery af- good and bad. Angels. I 


could. never paſle that ſentence of Para- 


celſus without an. aſterisk or. annotati- | 


I doe” thinke that many myſteries 


beene the courteous revelations of Spi- 
rits; for thoſe noble eſſences in heaven 
beare a friendly regard unto their fel- 


low nature on earth ; and therefore be- } 


eve that thoſe many prodigics and 


ominous 


*Thereby.0Nz,* Aſcendens conſtellatum multa reve- | 
irons Iat,querentibus magualia nature,j.e.opers | 


' ugelap-  De7. 


- poineed us aſcribed to our owne inventions, have 


| 
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ominous progneſticks which fore-run 
the ruines of States, Princes, and. pris 
yate perſons, are the charitable premoe- 
nitions of good Angels, which more 
carelefſe enquiries terme bur the effects 
of chance and nature, 


Now befides theſe particular and di- Se9. 32 » 


vided Spirits, there may be ( for ought I 
know ) an univerſall and common Spi- 
rit tothe whole world. It was the opi- 
nion of Plato,and itis yet of the Hermetr- 
call Philoſophers ; if there be a com- 


| mon nature that unites and tyes the 


ſcattered and divided individuals into 
one ſpecies, why may there not be one 
that unites them all £ However, I am 
ſure there is a- common Spirit that 
playes within us, yet makes no part 
of us. and that is the Spirit of God, 
the fire and ſcintillatiqn of that no- 
ble and mighty Effence, which is the 
life and radicall heat of ſpirits, and thoſe 
eſſences that know not the vertue of 
the Sunne, a fire quite contrary to the 
fireof Hell: .This is thar gentle heate 
that brooded on the waters, and in fix 
dayes hatched the world ; this is that 

OT Uta 
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irradiation that "iſpgll the miſts. of 
Hell, the clouds of horrour, feare, ſor- |, 1,, 
row, deſpaire ; and preſerves the region | jpyyſe 
of the mind in ſerenity - whoſoever feels 


| 0quen 
Be 45 4 


not.the warme gale and gentle ventila- Th 
tion of this Spirit, ( though I feele- his from 


ulſe) I dare not ſay he lives ; for true- _ 
y without this, to mee there is no heat | 
under the Tropick; nor any light, have 


though I dwelt in the body of the 855 
Sunne. | Cn 
As when the labouring Sun bath wrought bs track, | thas 
Dp tothe top of lofiy Cancers back, . NU 
T he ycie Ocean cracks the frozen pole Scr 
Thawes with the beate ofthe Celeſtial coale ; an 
So when thy abſent beames begin 1'impart a&t 
Apaine a Solſtice on my frozen heart, we” 
Ay winters ov r,my drooping ſpirits ſing, od 
Hd every part revives into a $ pring. bes 

But if thy quickning beames a while decline, NC 
And with their light blefſe not this Orbe of mime, | ®% 
A chilly froſt ſurprizeth every member,  . - % tu 
And in the midſt of Fune ] feele December. of 
O bow this earthly remper doth debaſe ( 
T he noble ſont: in this ber humble place. f 
Whoſe wing y tnatare ever doth aſpire, | f 
To reach that place whence firſt it tooke its fire. C 


Theſe flames T feele, which in my heart doe dwell, j 
fre norty beomeegbut rake their firefiom Hell» 
64 wr ; 0 
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6 of | 04quench them all, and let thy light divine 
ſor. | Be 4 the Smnne to this poore Orbe of mine. 


oj And to thy ſacred Spirit convert thoſe fires, 
_ Whoſe earthly fumes choak my devont aſpires. 
S 


Therefore for Spirits I am fo farre geg.. 33; 
- his | from denying their - exiſtence , that 1 
rue- £ could ealily beleeve , that not onely 
heat | whole Countries, but particular perſons 
be, | have.their Turtelary, and Guardian An- 
the | gels: It is not a new opinion of the 
| Churchof Rowe, but an old one of Py- 
rok, | thagoras and Plato ; there is no hereſie 
init, and if not manifeſtly defin'd in 
Scripture, yet is it an opinion of a good 
and. wholſome uſe in the courſe and 
actions of a mans life, and would ſerve 
as an Hypotheſis to ſalve many doubts, 
whereof common Philoſophy affordeth 
no ſolution : now if you demand my 
opinion and Mctaphylicks of their na- 
> tures, I confeſſe them very C— 
of them in a negative way, like that 0 
God, or in a comparative, between Qur 
ſelves and fellow creatures; for there 
' is in this Univerſe a - Staire, or manifeſt 
| . Scale of creatures, riſing not diſorderly» 
* or inconfuſjon, but with a comely me- 
6 _ 
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thod and proportion : betweene crea- 
tures of meere exiſtence and things of 
life , there is a large diſproportion of 
nature ; berweene. plants and animals 
or creatures of ſenſe, a wider difference, 


berweene them and man, a farre greater: | 
and if the proportion hold one,betyweene ; 


Manand. Angels there ſhould be yet a 
greater, We doe not comprehend 
their natures, who retaine the firſt defi- 
nition of Porphyry, and diſtinguiſh them 


from our ſelves by immortality ; for be- ; 
fore his fall ; man alſo was immorrtall; | 
yet muſt we needs afftirme that he had | 


a different cflence from the Angels: ha- 


ving therefore no certaine knoiyledge | 
of their natures, *tis no bad method of 
the Schooles, whatſcoyer perfection we | 
finde obſcurely in our ſelves, ina more - 


compleat and abſolute way to aſcribe 
unto them, I beleeve they have an 
extemporary knowledge, and upon the 
firſt morion of their reaſon doe what we 
cannot without ſtudy or deliberation; 
that they know things by their formes, 
and define by ſpecificall difference, what 
we deſcribe by accidents and Po_ 
an 
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Relizio Medicl, 7I 
and therefore probabilities to us may 
bee demonRrations unto them ; thar: 
they have knowledge not onely of the 
ſpecifical], but numericall formes of in- 
dividualls, and underſtand by what re- 
ſerved difference each fingle Hypoſtaſes, 
( befides the relation to its ſpecies ) be- 
comes its numericall f{elfe. That as the 
Soule hath a power to move the body 
ir informes, ſo there's a faculty to move 
any, though informe none; ours upon 
reſtraint of time, place, and diſtance;but . 
that inviſible hand that conveyed Ha- 
bakkuk to the Lions Denne, or Philip to 
AFotws, infringeth this rule, and hath a 
ſecret conveyance, wherewith mortali- 
ty is nor acquainted 3 if they have that 
intuitive knowledge , whereby as in re- 
flexion they behold the thoughts of one 
another, I cannot peremptorily deny 
but they knowa great part of ours. They 
that to refute the Invocation: of Saints, 
have denyed that they have any know- 
ledge of our affaires below , have pro- 
ceeded too farre, and muſt pardon my 
opinion, till I can throvghly ' anſwer 
thar piece of Scripture, At the converſion 
- # 4 
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of « ſinner the Angels of (Heaven rejoyce. 
I cannot with thoſe in that great Father 
ſecurely interpret the work of the firſt 
day, Fiat lux, to the creation of angels, 
though (I confeſſe)there-is not any crea- 
ture that hath ſo ncere a glympſe of their 
nature, as light in the Sunne and Ele- 
ments; we ſtile it a bare accident, but 
where it ſubſiſts alone, *tis a ſpirituall 
Subſtance, and may bee an Angel - in 
briefe, conceive light inviſible, and that 
15 aSpirit. 

Theſe are certainely the Magiſterial & 
maſter pieces of the Creator, the Flower 
or( as we may ſay) the beſt part of no- 
thing,acually exiſting, what we are bur 
in hopes, and probabilitie, we are onely 
that amphibious piece between a cor- 
porall and ſpirituall eflence, that mid- 
dle forme that linkes thoſe two toge- 
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ther, and makes good the method of } for 


God and Nature, that jumps not from | 


extreames , but unites the incompatt- 


breath and ſimilitude of God, it is in- 


diſputable , and upon record of holy | 
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: ble, 
ble diſtances by ſome middle and par- | 
ticipating natures; that we are the | 
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ee. Scripture, bur to call our ſelves a Mi- 
her |crocoſome, or little world, I thought it 
Irit [onely a pleaſant trope of Rhetorick, 
IS, [till my neere judgement and ſecond 
et- ;thoughts told me there was a realltruth 
err ſthercin : for firſt we are a rude maſſe, 
le- {and in the ranke of creatures, which on- 
lyare z and have a dull kinde of being 
all | not yer priviledged with life, or prefer- 
in | red to ſenſe or reaſon; next we live the 
at | life of plants, the life of animals, the life 
, of men,and ar laſt the life of ſpirits,run- 
& | ning on in one myſterious nature thoſe 
er '* five kind of exiſtences , which compre- 
0- | hend the creatures not onely of the 
ut world, butof the Univerſe ; thus is man 
ly * that great and true Amphibium, whoſe 
[- ; nature is diſpoſed to live not onely like 


|- other creatures in divers elements,but in 


-- divided and diſtinguiſhed worlds; 
f ? for though there be bur one to ſenſe, 
N } there are two to reaſon, the one viſt- 
- | ble, the other inviſible, whereof Moſes 
j ſeemes to have left deſcription, and of 
| the other ſo obſcurely, that ſome parts 

. thereof are yet in Tontroverſic; and 


truely for the firſt chapters of Gengſis, I 


muſt conteſſe a great deale of obſcurity, | 


=Y 
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though Divines have to the power of 
humane reaſon endeavoured to make 
all goc ina literall meaning ; yet thoſe 
allegoricall interpretations are alto pro. 
bable, and perhaps the myſticall method 
of Moſes bred up in the Hieroglyphi- 
call Schooles of the Egyptians. 
See. 35+ Now for that immateriall world, me 
thinkes wee need not wander ſo farre 
ds [the firſt moveable, for even in this 
matermll fabricke the ſpirits walke as 
freely exempt from the aftetion of time, 
place, and motion, as beyond the cx- 
rreameſt circumference : doe but extraRt 
from the corpulency of bodies, or re- 
ſolve things beyond their firſt matter, 
and you diſcover the habitarion of An- 
gels, which if I call the ubiqurtary, 
.and omnipreſent eflence of God, I 
hope I ſhall nor offend Divinity, for 
before the Creation of the world, God 
was really all things. For the An- 
gels hee created no new World, or 
determinate manſion, and therefore 
they are every where where is his eſ- 
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{for man ;isin ſome ſenſe true, yet not 


& farre as to ſubordinate the Creation 
of thoſe purer Creatures unto ours, 


-|[though as miniſtring Spirits they doe, 


andare willing to fulfill rhe will of God 


-|in theſe lower and ſublunary affaires of 
' { nan: God made all things for himſelfe, 


me | and it is . impoſſible he ſhould make 
re | them for any other end than his owne 
his | glory 3 it is all he canreceive,andall that 
a5 | is without himſelfe z for honour being-an 
ne, | externall adjun& , and in the honourer 
ex- | rather than, in the perſon honoured, it 
aft | was neceſſary to. make a Creature, from 
re- | whom hee might receive this homage , 
er, | and that is in the other world Angels, in 
n- | this; Man ; which when we neglect, we 
Y, | forget the very end of our Creation,and 
I | may juſtly provoke God, not onely 
or , to repent that hee hath made the 
dd * World, but that hee hath ſworne- he 
n would notdeſtroy it. Thar thereis þur 
Ir | one world, is a concluſion of faith. 4r7/- 
re | ftotle with all his Philoſophy hath: not 
{- | been able to prove it, and as weakly 


'S 
F 


n .;that the world was eternall , that di- 
{ ſpute much troubled the penne of the 
oth h anci- 


*% 


Se. 35+ The whole Ceation is a myſtery, 


OE ee ee nel 
——— 


76 Religio Medici, 
antient Philoſophers , bur - Msſes deci- 
ded that queſtion, and all is falved with 
the new terme of a creation, that is, a 
production of ſomething out of no- 
thing; and what is that 2 Whatſoever is 
oppoſite to ſomething, or more exaQtly, 
that which is truely contrary unto God: 
for he onely is, all others have an exi- 
ſtence, with dependency, and are ſome- 
thing but by a diſtinion zand herein is 
Divinity conformant unto Philoſophy, 
and generation not onely founded on 
contrarteties, but alſo creation ; God be- 
ing all things is contrary unto _— 
out of which were made all things, an 

{o' nothing became ſomething , and 
Omneity informed Nullity into an effence, 


and particularly that of man at the 
blaſt of his mouth were the reſt of the 
creatures made, and at his bare word 
they ſtarted our of nothing : but in the 
frame of man ( as the text deſcribes it 3 
he played the ſenſible operator , and 
{&cmed not ſo much to create, as make 
him ; when he had ſeparated the ma- 
tcrials of other creatures, there conſc- 
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quently reſulted a forme and foule , 
but having raiſed the wals of man, he 
was driven to a ſecond and harder cre- 
ation of a ſubſtance like himſelfe, an in- 
corruptible and immortall ſoule, For 
theſe two affetions we have the Philo- 
ſopby, and opinion of the Heathens, the 
flat affirmative of Plato, and not a ne- 
gative from Ariſtotle : there is another 
(cruple caſt in by Divinity ( concerning 
its production) much diſputed in the 
Germane auditories , and with that in- 
differency and cquality of arguments,as 
leave the controverfie undetermined. 
I am not of Paracel[s minde that 
boldly delivers a receipt to make a man 
without conjunction , = cannor bur 
wonder at the multitude of heads that 
doe deny traduction, having no other 


argument to confirme their beleefe,then 


that Rhetoricall ſentence, and Antimeta- 
theſis of Auguſtine, Creands infunditar, 
infundendo creatur : cither opinion will 
conſiſt well enough with religion, yet 
I ſhould rather incline to this, did nor, 
One objection haunt me, not wrung 
from ſpeculations and ſubrilties ; bur 
rom 
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from common ſenſe, and obſervati. 
on, not pickt from the leaves of any | anc 
author, but bred amongſt the weeds | the 
and tares of mine owne braine. And | tho 
this is a concluſion from the equiyo- | pie 
call and monſtrous produ&tions 1 the | I d 
copulation of man with beaſt , for; as ! 
if the ſoule of man bee not tranſmit- | gan 
ted and transfuſed in the ſeed of the Pa- ; 
rents, why are not thoſe produti- | teat 
ons meerely beaſts, but have alſo an | nor 
impreſſion and tincture of reaſon in as | Ica 
high a meaſure, as it can eyidence it | and 
ſclfe- in thoſe improper organs ? Nor | fide 
truely can I peremptorily deny , that | the 
the {oule in this her ſublunary eſtate, | ally 
is. wholly and in all acceptions inor- | we 
oanicall, bur that for the p2rformance | inu 
of her ordinary ations, is required } bea 
not onely- a ſymmetry and proper di{- | hat 
poſition of Organs, but a Craſis and f us,r 
temper correſpondent to its operati-| . ] 
ons, yet is not this maſſe of fleſh and| in t 
viſible ſtructure the inſtrument and | befc 
proper corps of the ſole, but rath& | but 
of ſenſe, and that rhe hand of fins fab! 
Jon. In ogr ſtudy of Anatomy vo fleſ 
G | 
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is a maſſe of myſtctious Philoſophy, 
and ſuch as reduced the very Hea« 
thens to Divinity.z yet amoneſt- all 
thoſe rare diſcoveries, and curious 
pieces I finde in the fabrick of man, 
L doe not ſo much content my {elfe, 
25 in that I finde nor, there is no Or- 
an or inſtrument for the rationall 
ule - for in the brain , which we 
tearme the ſeat of reaſon, there is 
not any thing of moment more than 
Ican diſcover in the crany of a beaſt : 
and this is a ſenſible and no incon- 
ſiderable argument of the inorganity of 


that | the ſoule, art leaſt inthar ſenſe we uſu- 
tate, | ally (o receive it. Thus we are men,and 
nor- | we know nor how, there is ſomething 
ance | inus, that can be without us, and will 
red þ beafrer us, though it is ſtrange that ir 
diſ- | harh no hiſtory, what it was before 
and f us,nor cannot tell how it entred in us. 
rati- |, Now for theſe wals of fleſh, where- Se&,36. 
and | in the ſoule doth ſeemeto be immured 
and | before the Reſurrection , it is nothing 
ther | but an elementall -compoſition, and a 
red. fabrick that muſt fall ro aſhes; AM 
here? fleſh js grafſe , is not only metapho- 


| 


od. 


rical- 


' Reliaio Medici) 
rically , bur literally true , for all thoſe 
creatures we behold, are but the herbs 


of the field, digeſted into fleſh in| 


them, or more remotely carnified in 
our ſelves. Nay further, weare what 
we all abhorre, Am1hropophegt and Can- 
nibals,devourers not onely of men, but 
of our ſelves, and that not in an allego- 

» bur a poſitive truth; for all this 
maſle of fleſh which we behold , came 
in at our mouths : this frame wee looke 
upon , hath been upon our trenchers 
In briefe, we have ; contin our ſelves, 
I cannot beleeye the wiſdome of Py- 
thagoras did ever poſitively , and in ali- 
terall ſenſe, affirme his Metempſychoſis, 
or impoſſible tranſmigration of the 
ſoules of men into. beaſts : of all Me- 
ramorphoſes , or tranſmigrations, I 


beleeve onely one, that is of Lots * 


witc, for that of Nebachodonoſor pro- 


ceeded. not fo farre ; In all others | 


I conceive there is no further verity 
than is contained in their implicite 
{ſenſe and morality : I |beleeve thatthe 


whole frame of a beaſt doth periſh, 
and is left inthe ſame ſtate after death,. | 


as :1 


yn, 


__— 


— 


'mitories of the dead, where the Devill 
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8&5 before it was matcrialled unto life, 
that the ſoules of men knoiy neither 
contrary. nor corruption , that they 
ſubfiſt beyond the body, and ourlive 
death by the | woo. of their pro« 

rnatures, and without a miracle ; that 
the ſoules of the faithfull, as they leave 
carth , take poſſeſſion of Heaven - 
thar thoſe apparitions, and ghofts 
of departed perſons are not the wan- 
dring ſoules of men, but the nnquier 
walkes of Devils, pm__ and fngge- 
ſting us unto miſchief, blond, and villa- 
ny,inſtilling,and ſtealing into our hearts; 
that the bleſſed ſpirits are nor at reſtin 
their graves, bur wander folicirous of the 
affaires of rhe world, but that thoſe phan» 
taſmes appear often, and do frequent 
Cemiteries, charnall houfes,and Chur- 
ches, it is becauſe thoſe are the dor- 


like an infolent Champion beholds 
with pride the ſpoyles and Trophies of 
his Victory in Adam. | | 

This is that diſmall conqueſt we all Sea.37. 
deplore, that makes us ſo oftencry (O) 


Adam quid fecifti* I thank God I 


Fa have 
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have not thoſe ſtrait: ligaments, or 
narrow obligations to the world, as to 
doteon life, or be conyulſt and trem- 
bleat the nameof death -- Nor- that1 
am inſenſible of the dread and horrour 
thereof, or by raking into the bowels 
ofthe deceaſed, continuall fight of A. 
natomies , Skeletons, or Cadaverous 
reliques, like Veſpilloes, or Grave-ma- 
kers, 1am become ſtupid, or have for- 
got the apprehenſion of Mortality , but 
that marthalling all the horrours , and 
contemplating the extremities thereof, 
Tfind not any thing therein able to 
daunt the courage of a man, muchleſſe 
a well reſolved Chriſtian. And there- 
fore am not angry at the errour of our 
firſt Parents , or unwilling to beare a 
part ofthis common fate, and like the 


beſt ofthem todie, that is, ro ceaſeto . 
breath, to take a farewell of the ecle- | 
ments, to be a kind of nothing for a 

moment, to be within one inſtant ofa 
{pirit. When 7 take a full view and cir- | 


cle of my ſelfe , without this reaſonable 
moderator, and equall piece of juſtice, 
Death,7 doe conceiye my ſelfe the mi- 
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or  ſerableſt perſon extant , were there nor 


another life that T hope for , all the va- 
nities of this world ſhould not intreat a 
moments breath from me; could the 
Devill worke my belicfe to imagine 7 
could ever die, I would not outlive 
that very thought; I have ſo abject a 
coRceit of this common way of exi- 
ſence, this retaining to tie Sunne and 
Elements, I cannot think this is to 
bea* man, or to live according to the 
dignity of humanity ; in expectation of 
a better I can with patience embrace 
this life, yet in my beſt meditations 
doe often defie death ; I honour any 
man that contemnes it, nor can I 
highly love any that is afraid of it; 
this makes mee naturally love a Soul- 
dier, and honour thoſe tattered and con- 
temptible' Regiments , that will dieat 
the command of a Sergeant. For a Pagan 
there may be ſome morives to be in 
love with life, but for a Chriſtian to be 
amazed ar death, I ſee not how he can 
eſcape this Dilemma, that he is roo ſen- 
ible of this life, or hopeleſſe of the life 


to come, 
F 3 Some 


$ef.33. 
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Some Divines count Adam zo. yearcs 
old at his creation, becauſe they ſup- 

ofe him ereatcedin the perfedt age and 
RR of man; and ſurely we are all 
out of the computation of our age,and 
every man is ſome months clder than 


| hee bethinkes him ; for we live, moye, 


have a being, andarc ſubject tothe aRi- 
ons of the elements, and the malice of 
diſcaſes in that ether world, the trueſt 
Microcoſme, the. wambe of aur mo- 
ther; for beſides that general] and com- 
mon exiſtence we are -conceived to 
hold in our Chaos, and whilſt we 
ſleep within the boſome of our cauſes, 
we enjay a being and life in three di- 
ftin& worlds, wherein we receive moſt 
manifeſt graduations : In that obſcure 
world and womb of our mother, our 
time 1s ſhort, computed by the Moon: 


yet ap. bur the dayes of many crea- ? 


tures that bchold the Sunne, our ſelves 
being, not yet withour life,ſenſe, and rca- 
ſon,though for the manifeſtation of its 
actions, It awaites the opportunity of 
objects ; and ſeems x0 live there but 


Inits roote and fſoule of vegetation : 
| cntring 
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Religio Meditr. 35 
entring afterwards upon the ſcene of 
the world ,- wee ariſe up and become 
© all another creature, performing the tea- 
and ſonable actions of man, and obſcurely 
CA manifeſting that part of Divinity in us, 
we, | Þutnot in complement and perfe&ion, 
&. | till we have 6nce more caſt our ſecon- 
ay dine,*that is, this ſlough of fleſh, and-are 
loſt delivered into the laſt world, that is,thav 
10. | neffable place of Paul, that proper ud} 
= of ſpirits. The ſmattering I have of the 
_ Philoſophers Stone ( which is ſomes 
thing more rhen the perfe exaltation 
=” | of Gold) hath taught mea/grear deate 
j; of Divinity, and inſtruted' my beliefe; 
© | howthat immorrall ſpirit, and —_— 
wo | tible ſubſtance of wy Soule may lye ob+- 
\- | feure, and fleepe 2 while within this 
| houſe offlcſh. Thoſe ſtrange and myſti- 
call tranſmigrations that I haye obfer- 
ved in Silkewormes, turned my Philo- 
ſophy into Diyinity. There is- in theſe 
workes of nature, which ſceme to puzle 
reaſon, ſomething Divine , and kath 
more in it thien the eye of a common 
ſpeRaror doth diſcover. | 

 Tamnarturally baſhfull, nor hath cor- Sea. 39, 
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verſation, age or trayell, beene able to 
eftront, or enharden me, yet I have one 
part of modeſty, which I have ſeldome 
diſcovered in another, that is, (to ſpeake 


truly) Iam not ſo much afraid of death, 


as aſhamed thereof ; tis the very diſgrace 
and ignominy of our natures, that in a 
moment can fo disfigure us, that our 
neareſt friends, Wite , and Children 
ſtand afraid and ſtart at us. The Birds 
and beaſts ofthe field that before ina 
naturall feare obeyed us, forgetting all 
allegiance begin to prey upon us. This 
very conceit. hath ina tempeſt diſpoſed 
and left me. willing to be ſwallowed up 
in the abyſle of waters z wherein I had 
perithed , unſeene, unpityed, without 
woneerirg eyes,teares of pity, Lectures 
of mortality, and none had ſaid, Dnan- 
tm mitatus ab illo | Not that Tam aſha- 
med of the Anatomy of my parts , or 
can accule nature for playing the bung- 
_ larin any part of me, or my owne viti- 
ors life for contracting any ſhamefull 
Eifeaſe ypon me, whereby I might not 
call my ſelfe as wholeſome a morſell 
forthe wormes as any. 
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to. , Some upon the courage of a fruitfull Se.q0, 


Ine 


Or IPIN 
—— 


iſſue, wherein, as inthe trueſt Chroni- 
cle,they ſceme to outlive themſelves,can 
with greater patience away with death. 
This conceit and counterfeit ſubſiſting 
in our progenics ſ{cemes to me a meecre 
}allacy, unworthy the deſires of a man, 
thatcan but conceive a thought of the 
next world ; who, in a nobler ambiti- 
on, ſhould: deſire to live in his ſub- 
ſtance. in Heaven rather than his name 
land ſhadow in the earth. And there- 
tore ar my death I meane to take a torall 
adicu of the world , not caring for a 
Monument, Hiſtory, or Epitaph, not 


{omuch as the bare memory of my 


[name to be found any where, but in the 


|| univerſall Regiſter of God : 1 am not 
| yetrſo Cynicall, as to approve the 


"Be 
' ſtament of Diogenes, nor doe I altoge- 


 —Celo tegitnr,qui non habet urnam., 
He that unturied lies wants not his here, 
For unto him a tombe's the Y niverſe. 


But commend in my calmer judge- 
ment, thoſe ingenuous intentions that 


delire to fleepe by the urnes of their Fa- 
| thers, 


* Who 
willed his 
friend not 


- ther follow that Rodomentado of Lacan; to bury 
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thers, and ſtrive to goc the neareſt way 
unto corruption, I doe not envy the 
tempet of Crowes and Dawes, nor the 
numerous and weary dayes of our F4- 
thers before the Flood, If there bee 
any truth in Aſtrology, I may out livea 


nograz 


riſe in t 
but ou 
World 
reatcr 
cre bl 


I"UQ 


Jubilee, as yet I have not ſeen ofic re. - Were 


volution of Seturye, nor hath my pulſe 
beat thirty yeares,:- and yet excepting : 
one, have: ſcene the Aſhes, and left un- 
der gronnd, all the Kings of Esrope, have 
been comemporary to three Ermpe- 
rours, forire Grand Signionts, and as 
many Popes ; mee thinkes I haye out- 
Ized my ſelfe, and begin to bee wea 

of the Sunne, I have ſhaked hands with 
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ploret 
doth n 
tures, 
worler 
on inc 
grow 1 
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delight in my warme blood and Cani- 
cular dayes, I perceive I doe anticipate 
the vices of age, the world to mie is 


doth b 
| The {: 
' not th 
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but 2 dreame, or mockſhow, and wee | Joub! 


' alktherein bur Pantalones and Anrtickes 


to my ſcyerer contemplations. _ 

It ts not, I confefſe,an unlawfull pray- 
er todefire ro ſurpafſe the dayes of our 
Saviour, or with ro out-live that age 
wherein he thought fitteſt to dye, yet 


if (as Divinity afarmes ) there ſhall bee 
no 
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no gray haires in Heaven, but all ſhall 


tþ«[fiſe in the perfect ſtate of men, wee doe 
the|put out-live thoſe perfections in this 
"|World, to bee recalled unto them by a 


pouer miracle in the next, and runon 
cre but ro bee retrogade hereafter. 


' , Were there any hopes to out-live vice, 


ora point to be ſuper-annuated from 
lin, it were worthy our knees to im= 
plore the daycs of Methuſelah. But age 
doth nat ceflfie but ' incurvate our na-. 
tures, turning bad diſpoſitions into 
worſer habits,and (like difcaſes ) brings 
on incurcable vices ; for every day as we 
row weaker in age, wee grow ſtronger 
infinne ,, and the number of our dayes 
doth but make our ſinnes innumerable, 
| The ſame vice committed at fixteene, is 
| not the ſame,though itagreein all other 
cixccumſtances,asat forty, but ſwels and 

? doubles from rhat circumſtance of our 
a9cs, whercin, beſides the conftant and 
Incx cuſcable habit of —_—_— the 
maturity of our judgement cuts oft pre- 
tence unto excuſe or pardon : every fin 
the oftner it is committed , the more it 
| acquirethin the quality of evill; asit ne 
| ceeds 


LE 
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of badneſs., for as they procced they e- 
ver multiply, and like figures in Arith- 
meticke, the laſt ſtands for more than 
all that went before it: And though1 
thinke noman can live well once but 


OTTER . __ el 
ceeds in time, ſoit proceeds in degrees 


an ablc 
the rai 
cient C 
ſome 1 
afſigne 
that w 


hee that could live twice, yet for my | that 


owne part, I would not live over my 
houres paſt, or beginne againe the thred 
of my dayes : not upen Crcero's ground, 
becauſe I have lived them well, bur for 
feare I ſhould live them worſe : I find 
my 'srowing Judgement daily inſtru 
me/howto be better, but my untamed 
affections and confirmed vitiofity makes 
mee daily' doe worſez I finde in my 
confirmed age the ſame ſinnes I diſco-. 
vered in my youth, I committed many 
then becauſe I was a child, and becauſe 


balſon 
detern 
long a 
cret 9 
'twas | 
but þ 
dence 
them, 
and al 


and d 
Let t] 


mma 


I commirthem till I am yer an Infant.” \ fall b 


Therefore I perceive a man may bee 
twice a child before the dayes of do- 
tage, and ſtand in 'need of Xſoxs bath 
before threeſcore. 

Andruely there goes a'great deale of 
providence to produce a mans life unto 
threeſcore , there is more required than 

; an 
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/2nable temper for thoſe yeeres; though 


ye-|the radicall humor containe in ir fu 


J- 


W 


fs 


- cient oyle for ſeventy, yer I perceive in 
| [ome it gives no light paſt thirty 5 men 


affigne not all the ceuſes of long life 


[that write whole bookes thereof. They 


"that found themſelves on the radicall 


|balſome, or vitall ſulphur of the parts, 


determine not why Abel lived not fo 
long as Adam. There is therefore a ſc= 
cret glome or bottome of our dayes; 
twas his wiſedome to determine them, 
but his perpetuall and waking provi- 
dence that fulfills and accomplifheth 
them, yherein the ſpirits, our ſelves, 
and all the creatures of God ina ſecret 
| and diſputed way doe execute his will. 
| Let them not therefore complaine of 
| Immaturity that dye about rOntysFOep 

e 


( fall but like the whole world , who 


ſolid and well compoſed ſubſtance 
muſt not expect the duration and pefiod 
of its conſtitution, when all things are 
compleated init, its age is accompliſh- 
ed, and the laſt and generall feaver may 
3s naturally deſtroy it before fix thou- 
| and,as me before forty;there is therefore 
= ſome 


Wie 
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ſome other hand that twines the thread10W - 
of life than that of Nature; we are not 
onely ignorant in Antipathies and oc- 
cult qualities, our ends are as obſcure az|Þ 
our beginnings, the line of our dayesis 
drawne by night, and the various effeds|but 
therein by a pencill that is inviſible, 
wherein though wee confeſſe our igno-| 
rance, I am ſure wee doe not erre, if ye 
ſay it is the hand of God. 

Iam much taken with two verſes of 
Zucaxfance I have becn able not onely 
as we do at Schoole,to conſtrue, but un- 


V ictmreſque Dei celam ut vivere durent, 
Felix efſe mori. 
all deIud:d,vainely ſearching waies, 


ake 15 Lappy by the 
For cxuningly 190 makes protraCt thu breath, 


The Gods conceal the happineſſe of Death. 
There be many excellent ſtraines 1 
Poet, wherewith his Stoicall Genius 
hath liberally ſupplyed him; and truely 
there are fingular pieces inthe Philoſo- 
phy of Zens, and doctrine of the Sto: 
ickes : which I perccive, delivered ina 
- Pulpit, paſfle for currant Divinity : yet 
hergin are they in cxtreams, that ca 


length of dayes; 
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Cato 
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low a man tobe his owne Aſſ«f:xe, and 
ſo highly extoll the end and ſuicide of 


'|Cato ; this 1s indeed not to feare death, 


but yctto be afraid of life. It isa brave 


..\2& of valour to contemne death, 


but where life is more terrible than 
death, it is then the trueſt valour ro 
darcto live ; and herein Religion hath 
taught us anobleexample: For all the 
valiant acts of C#rtius, Scevela, or Co- 
ds, doc not parallel or match that one 
of Fob z and ſutethere is no torture to 
the racke of a diſeaſe, nor any Poyn- 
yards in death it felfc, like thoſe in the 
way or prologue t>it., Emori xolo, fed 
me eſſe mortuum nihil curo, I would nor 
dye, but care not to be dead. Were I 
of Ceſars Religion, I ſhould be of his de- 
fires, and wiſh rather to goc off ar one 
blow, then to be ſawed in pieces by the 
grating torture of a diſeaſe. Men that 
looke no further than their outfides 
thinke health an appertinance unto life, 
and quarrel with their conſtitutions for 
being ſick;bur I thar bave examined the 
parts of man, and know upon what ter» 
G&r filaments that Fabrick hangs, doe 
WOn- 


94 Religio Mediti, 
wonder that we are not alwaies ſo;and 


conſidering the thouſand dores that 
lead to death, doe thank my God that 


wee can die but once. "Tis not onely theſ! 


miſchiete of diſeaſes, and the villany 
of poyſons, that makeanend of us ; we 


vainly accuſe the fury of Gunnes, and] - 
the new inventions of death; it is in the} 


[: 


we are bcholding unto every one wee] *. 


power of every hand to deſtroy us, and 


meete, hee doth nor kill us. There is 
therefore but one comfort left , that 
though ir be in the power of the weakeſt 
arme to take away life, it 1s not in the 
| ſtrongeſt to deprive us of death : God 
would not exempt himſelfe from that,| 
the miſery of immortality in the fleſh, 
he undertook not that was in it immor- 
tall, Certainly there is no happineſſe 
without this circle of fleſh, nor 1s 1tin 
the Opticks of theſe eyes to behold fe- 
licity ; the firſt day of our Jubilee. 1s 
death; the Devill hath rherefore failed 


of his deſires; we arc happier with 


death than we ſhould have been with: 


our it : there is no miſery bur in himſelf 


indec 


cepti 
die 
true. 


wherc there is no end of miſery ; and id * 


indec 


Retrg1o Mearc:. 
un right. Hee forgets thar he can dic 
1tha|who complaines of miſery, wee are in 
Iy the|the power of no calamity while death is 
illany 1nour OWne, 


= Now befides this literall and poſi- 
* the tive kind of death, there are others 


thoſe I thinke, not meerely Metapho- 
q ricall, as morrification, dying unto ſin 
and the World ; therefore, I lay, every 


his humanity, his birth; another of his 


95... 


indeed in his own ſenſe, the Stoick is in 


SeR. 44. 


whereof Divines make mention, and, 


man hatha double Horoſcope, one of 


Goa | Chriſtianity, his baptiſme, and from this | 


Jeſh, | iy , Not reckoning thoſe. Here combu- 
ſte and odde dayes, or eſteeming my 
1efſe| elfe any thing, before I was my Savi- 
ours, and inrolled in the Regiſter -of 
.} Chriſt : Whoſoever enjoyes net this 
c is} life, 1 count him but an apparition, 
ied} though he weare abour him the ſenſible 
vich} fections of fleſh, In theſe morall ac- 
irh-| <eptions, the way to bee immorrall is to 
lfe die dayly 3 nor can I thinke I have the: 
4 {@} irue Theory of death, when I contem- 
leed G plate 


doe I compure or calculate my Nativi-- 
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plate 2 Skull, or behold! a Skeleton 
with thoſe vulgar imaginations it caſts 
upon us;; I have therefore inlarged thar 
common: Memexto m0r!, into” 24 more 
Chriftian memorandum, Aements que- 
#xor Noviſſima, thoſe foure inevitable 
points of us all, Death, Judgement, Hea- | 
ven, and Hell. Neither did the contem- | 
plations of rhe. Heathens reft in their 

graves , without 2 further thought of 
Radamanth or ſome Judiciall procee- 

ding after death, though in- another | 
way, and upon ſuggeſtion of their natu- 
rall reaſons, I cannot but marvaile from 
what S:by{{or Oracle they ſtole the pro- 

pheſie of the worlds deſtruction by fire, . 
or whence Lucan learned to: ſay, | 
Commun mundo ſupereſt rogus, ofsibus 
aftra Mift urns. 


[1] 


There yet remains toth' world one common 


fire, 
Wherein our bones with ſtars ſhall make 
one pyre, 
Fbeleeve the World growes neare 1ts 
end,yet is neirher old nor decayed, nor | 


will ever periſh upon the rujnes of its | 


owne principles, As the worke of Cre- 
EE. 


P 


world hath not itsend-, but its thutat- 
on. Now what force. ſhould bee ble 
to conſume it thus farre , without the 
breath of God, which is the rrucſt con- 
fuming flathe, my Philoſophy cannot 
informe mc. Some belecye there went 
tor 2 mitateto- the worlds creation,nor 
thall here go to-its deftruction;thole fix 
daycs fo punctually deſcribed, make not 
to them one. moment, but rather (cem to 
manifeſt the method. and Idea of the 
ercar work of the intelle& of God, 
than the manner how he proceeded in 


its operation. 'I cannor | dreame that 
. there ſhould be at the lait day any ſuch 


Judiciall proceeding , or calling to the 
Barre, as indeed the Scripture ſcemes 
to imply, and the licerall Commenta- 


* tors doconceive: for unſpeakable myſte- 


ries in the Scriptures are often delive- 
red in a vulgar and illuſtrative way , and 
being written unto man, are delivered, 
not as they trucly are, bur as they may 
bee . underſtood ;. wherein notwithftan- 
ding the different interpretations accor- 


G 2 ding, 


DR 
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ation was aboye nature, {© its advet- 
fary , annihilationg without which the 


Se.45- 


4 


In thoſe 
dayes 
there ſhall 
come l[y- 
| ers and 

| falſe pro- 
bf phets, 
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ding to different capacities may ſtand 
firme with our deyotion, nor be any way 
prejudiciall to cach ſingle edification. 

© Nowto determine the day and -yeare 
of this inevitable time, is not onely con- 


vincible and ſtatute madnefle, but alſo | 
manifeſt impiety ; how ſhall we inter- ; ; 


pret Elizs 6000. yeares, or imagine the 
ſecret communicated to'a Rabbi, which 
God hath denyed unto. his-;Angels? 
{r had beene an excellent quere,!to have 
poſed rhe devill of Delphos, and muſt 


needs have forced him to ſome ſtrange | 
amphibology ; it hath not only mock- ; 


ed the predictions of ſundry Aſtrolo- 


gers in ages paſt, bur the propheſies of - 


many melancholy heads in theſe pre- 
ſent, who neither underſtanding reafo- 
nably things paſt or preſent, pretend a 
knowledge of things to come, heads or- 
daincd onely to manifeſt the incredible 
cftets of melancholy, and to fulfill old 
propheſies, rather than be the authors 
of new. [In thoſe dayes there ſhall 
come warres and rumours of warres, ]to 
mee ſcemes no prophecy, but a conſtant 
truth, inall rimes verified fince it was 
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tand pronounced - There ſhall be fignes in 


the Moone and Starres, how comes he 
then like a theefe in the night, when he 
gives an item of his comming 2 That 
common ſigne drawne from the revela- 


tionof Antichriſt is as obſcure as any; 


in our common compute he hath beene 
come .theſe many yeares, but for my 
owne part to ſpeake freely, I am halfe of 
= that Antichriſt is the Philoſo- 
phers ſtone in Divinity, for the diſco- 
very and invention whereof , though 
there -bepreſcribed rules , and probable 
inductions, yet hath hardly any man 
attained the perfe& diſcovery thereof. 
That generall opinion that the world 
growes neerc its end, hath poſſeſſed all 
ages paſt as ncerely as ours ; I am afraid 
that & Soules that now depart, cannot 
eſcape that lingring expoſtulation of the 
Saints under the altar, 2yonſq ue Domi- 
ue 2 How long, O Lord and groanein 
the expedation of that great Jubilee. 


This is the day that muſt make good Se&,46. 


that great attribute of God his Juſtice, 
that muſt reconcile thoſe unanſverable 


doubts that torment the wiſeſt under- 
' <.- ſtand-_ 
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ſandings, and reduce thoſe ſeeming in» 
equalities, and reſpective diſtributions 
in this world, te@ an equality and re- 
compenlive Juſtice in the next. This 
is that one day, that ſhall include and 
comprehend all that went before it, 
wherein as in the laſt ſcene, all the 
Actors muſt enter to compleat and 
make up the Cataſtrophe of rhis gerca 
peece. This is the day whoſe mem: 
ry hathonely power to make us honeſt 
in the darke, and to bee vertuous with 
out 2 witneſſe. Ipſa ſui pretium wvirts 
ſb;, that vertue 1s her owne- reward, ij 
bur 2 cold principle , and not able to 
maintaine our variable reſolutions ina 
conſtant and ſerled way of goodneſle 
I have practiſed that honeſt arrifice df 
Seneca, and in my retired and ſolitary 
imaginations , to detaine mee from the 
fouleneſſe of vice, have fancied to my 
ſelfe- the preſence of my dear and wor- 


thieſt friends,before whom I ſhould loſe 


my head, rather than be vitious, yer here- 
inT foundthart there was nought but mo- 
rallhoneſty, and this was not to be ver- 
tuous for his Jake who muſt reward us 
at 
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in-| at the laſt. T have tryed if I could reach 


that great reſolution of his, tobe honeft 
without a thought of Heaven or Hell ; 
and indeed I found upon a naturallin- 
clination,and inbred loyalty unto vertue, 
that I could ferve her withour a livery, 

not in that reſolved and venerable 
way, but that the frailtic of my nature, 
upon an caſte temptation, might be in- 
duced to forget her. The {life therefore 
and ſpirit ofall our actions, is the reſur- 
rection and ſtable apprehenſion, that 
our aſhes ſhall enjoy the fruit of our 


þ| pious endeavours; without this, all Reli- 


gion is a Fallacy, and thoſe impietics of 
Lucian, Euripedes,and Iulian are no blaſ= 
phemics, bur ſubtle verities, and A- 
_ have beene the onely Philoſo- 
I'S. | 
; How fhall the dead ariſe, is no queſti- Se&.46, 
on of my faith; to belceve onely poſh- 
bilities, is not faith, but meere Pluloſo- 


| phy; manythings are truein Divinity, 


which are neither inducible by reaſon, 
nor confirmable by ſenſe ; and many 
things in Philoſophy confirmable by 
{cnſc, yer not ne” by reaſon, Thus 

G4 it 
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it is impoſſible by any ſolid or demon- bits, 


ſtrative reaſons to perſwade a man to 
beleeve the converſion of the Needle to 
the North ; though this be poſlible,and 
crue, and eaſily credible , upona fingle 
experiment unto the ſenſe. I beleeye 
that our eſtranged and divided aſhes 
Jhall unite againe,- that our ſeparated 
duft after ſo many pilgrimages and 
tranſtormations into the parts of Mine- 
ralls, Plants, Animals, Elements, ſhall 
at the voice of God returne into their 
primitive ſhapes ; and joine againe to 
make up their primary and predeſtinate 
formes. Asat the Creation,there was 2 
ſeparation of that confuſed maſſe into its 
ſpecies, ſo at the deſtrution thereof 
there ſhall. be a ſeparation into its di- 
ſtinct individualls. As at the Creation of 
the world, all the diſtin& ſpecies that 


we behold, lay involycd in one maſſe, { 
*£1ll the fruitfull voice of God ſepara- | 


.xed this united multitude into its ſeve- 


rall ſpecies : ſo at the laſt day , when | 


theſe corrupted reliques ſhall be ſcatte: 
xed in. the wildernefſe of formes, and 


ſecm to have-«torgot their proper ha- ' 
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, racle, that artificiall reſurre&ion and re- 
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bis, God by a powerfull voice ſhall 


command them back into their proper: 


ſhapes, and call them our by their ſingle 


individuals : Then ſhall appear the fer- 


| tility of 44am, and the magick of that 


ſperme that hath dilated into ſo many 
millions. I have often beheld as a mi- 


vivification of Mercury, how being mor- 
tified into a thouſand ſhapes, it aſſumes 
againe its owne, and returnes into its nu- 
mericall ſelfe. Let us ſpeake naturally, 
and like Philoſophers, 'the formes of al- 
terable bodies in theſe ſenſible corrup- 
tions periſh not, nor, as wee imagine, 
wholly quit their manſions, but retire 
and contract themſelves into their ſecret 
and unacceſfible parts, where they may 


| beſtprote& themſelves from the action 


| 


' part,where they lye ſecure from the acti- 


of their Antagoniſt. A plant or vegeta- 
ble conſumed to aſhes, by a contempla- 
tive and ſchoole Philoſopher ſeemes 
utterly deſtroyed, and the forme to have 
taken his leave for ever:But toa ſenſible 
Artiſt the formes, are not periſhed, but 
withdrawne into their incombuſtible 


ON 
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on of that devouring clement. This is {t 


made good by experience , which can 
from the aſhes of a plant revive the 
plant, and from its cinders recall it in- 
tO its ſtalke and leaves againe. What 


the Art of man can docin theſe inferi- | 


our pieces,what blaſphemy is it toa flirm 
the finger of God cannot doc in theſe 
more perfect - and ſenſible ſtructures ? 


This is that myfticall Philoſophy, from | 


whence no true Scholler becomes an 


Atheiſt , but from the viſible effetts of | 


nature, growes up a recall Divine, and be- 
holds not in a dreame, as EZekel, burin 


an ocular and viſible obje& the rypes of | 


his reſurreRion. 


Now, the neceſlary Manſions {| 
of our reſtored ſelyes, ate thoſe two | 
contrary and incompatible places | 


wee call Heaven and Hell , to de | 


fine them, or ſtrictly to determine what . 
and where theſe are, ſurpaſſeth my Di- | 


vinity . That elegant Apoſtle which 
ſeemed to have a glimpſe of Heaven, | 


hath left but a negative deſcription | 1 


thereof ; which neither cye hath ſeene, | 


nor care hath heard, nor can enter _ bY 
| the. ; 
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the heart of man : he was tranſlated out 
of himſcife to bekold ir, but being retur- 
ned into himſelfe could not expreſle it- 
Saint Johns deſcription by Emeralds, 
Chryſolites, and precious ſtones, is t00 
weake tocxpreſle the materiall Heaven 


rm | 
eſe 


cs 2 


om | 


; an 
$ of | 
be= 


tin 


ye behold. Briefely therefore , where 
the ſoule hath the full meaſure, and 
complement of happineſle ,, where the 
boundlefſe appetite of that ſpirit rc- 
mancs compleatly ſatisfied, tha it Can 
neither defire addition nor alteration, 
thatT thinke is truely Heaven : and this 
can onely be in the enjoyment of that 


; of | 
| 


Ins | 


bY 


Je | 


eſſence, whoſe infintte goodnefle is able 
to terminate the deſires of it ſelfe, and 
the unſatiable wiſhes of ours; where- 


' ever God will thus manifeſt himſelfe, 
| there is Heaven, though within the cir- 
. Cle of this ſenſible world. Thus the 


ſoule of man may be in Heaven any 
where, even within the limits of his 


| Owne proper body, and when it ceaſeth 
| to live in the body, it may remaine 1n 


its owne foule, that is its Creator. And 
thus wee way ſay that Saint Paul, whes 
ther in the body, or out of the body , 

was 
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was yetin Heaven. To place it in the 
Empyreal,or beyond the tenth Spheare, |#&1N 
is to forget the worlds deſtruction; for 
when this ſenſible world ſhall be de- |4V*© 
ſtroyed, all ſhall then be here as it is now | ſophy 
there, an Empyreall Heaven, a quaſi va- 
cuitie, when to ask where Heaven is, is | 
to demand where the preſence of God 
is, or where wee have the glory ofthat 
happy viſion. Moſes that was bred upin 
all the learning of the Ezyptians, com- ny 
mitted a grofle abſurdity in Philoſophy, 
when with theſe eyes of fleſh he defired 
to ſee God, and petitioned his Maker, 
that is truth it ſelfe, to a contradiction, 
Thoſe that imagine Heaven and Hell | 
neighbours, and conceive a vicinity be- | 
tween thoſe two extreames, upon conſe- 
quence of the Parable, where Dives dil- | 
courſed with -L«Jarmus in Abrahams bo- | 
ſome, doe too groſlely conceive of thoſe 
| creatures, whole eyes ſhall caſt- 
y olt-ſee the Sunne,and behold without | 

a perſpective the' extreameſt diſtances: a bod 


F 


for if there ſhall be in our glorified eyes, - Y 
the faculty of ſight and reception of ob- || opin 


jects, could thinkthevifible ſpecies there 
"0 EIN | ro 
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1 the ito be in as unlimitable a way as now 


care, 
; for 
» de- 


the intellectuall, I grant that two bodies 
placed beyond the tenth Spheare, or in 
a vacuity, according to Ariſtotles Philo- 


now (ophy, could not behold cach other, be- 


G va- 
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ole 
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b- . 


cauſe there wants a body or Medium to 
hand and tranſport the vifible rayes of 
the objec unto the ſenſe; but when there 
ſhall be a generall defect of either Medi- 
um to convey,or light to prepare and di- 
ſpoſe that Medium, and yer a perfect vi- 
| ow, wee muſt ſuſpend the rules of our 
| Philoſophy, and make all good by a 
| more abſolute piece of Opticks, 
| Icannor tell howto ſay thar fire is the 
| eſſence of hell;I know not what to make 
of Purgatory, or conceive a flame that 
can either prey upon, or purifie the ſub- 
tance ofa {oule;thoſe flames of ſulphure 
mentioned in the ſcriptures,I take not to 
be underſtood of this preſent Hell, but of 
that tro come, where fire ſhall make up 
the complement of our tortures, & have 
a body or ſubje& wherein to manifeſt 


[1ts tyranny: Some who have had the 


honour to be textuaric in Divinity,arc of 
opinion it ſhall be the ſame ſpecificall - 


X fire 


-; =, onely hot and liquifies, but conſumeth 
-\ © * nt: fo when the conſumable and vols | 
HL. tile picces:of our bodies ſhall be refined 
intoamore impregnable and fixed tem- | 1 
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fire with ours. This is: hard to conceive 
yet can I make good how even that 
may prey upon our bodies, and yer not 
conſume us - for in this materiall world, 
there are bodies that perſiſt invincible 
in. the powerfulleſt flames , and though | 
by the action of fire they tall into igni-; 
tion and liquation, yet will they newer 
fuffer a deſtruction:I would gladly know 
how Moſes with an actuall fire calcind, 
or burnt the Golden Calfe unto powder: 
for that myfticall metall of Gold, whoſe 
folary and celeſtiall natnre I admire, ex- 
poſed unto. the violence of fire,growes 


per like Gold, though they ſuffer from 


the ation of flames , they ſhall never | 
periſh, but lic immorrall in the armes of j 


fire. And ſurely if this frame muſt ſuf- 


fer onely by the ation of this element, 
there will many bodies /eſcape, and not | 
onely. Heaven, but earth will not bee at | 
an end, butrather abeginning 2 For at 
preſent itis nor earth,/but acompoſiti | 
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ceive, on of fire, water,carth,and aire z but art 


that time ſpoyled'of theſe ingredients , 
it ſhall appearein-a ſubſtance: more like 
irfelfe,its aſhes. Philoſophers that opini- 
oencd the worlds deftruchon by fire, did 
never dreame of annihilation, which is 
| beyond the powerof ſublunary cauſes 5. 
for the laſt and proper a&tton of that ele- 
ment is but vitrification, or: #reducion 
ofa body into glaſſe, and therefore ſome 
of our Chymicks facerionſly affirm,thar - 
at the laſt fire all ſhall be cryſtallized and 


- | reverberated into glaſſe,which is the ut= 


moſt action of that element. Nor need 
we feare this term[annihilationJor won» 
der that God will deſtroy theworkes of 
his Creation: for man ſubſiſting , who 


-| is, and will then trucly appeare a Mi- 


crocoſme , the world cannot be ſaid 


| to be deſtroyed. For the' cyes of God 
; and perhaps alſo of our glorified felves, 


ſhall as really behold and contemplate 


cnt, 


the world in its Epitome or contrafted 


not | effence,as nowit doth ar large and inits 

eat | dilated ſubſtance. In the ſeed ofa Plant 

Yr at | to the eyes of God, and to the under» 
on | 


ding of man, there cxiſts, rhovgh in 
an 


Seft. 49. 
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an inviſible way, the perfect leaves, flow. 
ers,and fruit thereof:(for things that are 
in poſſe to the ſenſe, are actually exiſtent 
tothe underſtanding.) Thus God be- 
holds all things, who contemplates as 
fully his workes in their Epitome, as in 
their full volume, and beheld as amply 
the whole world in that little compen- 
dium of the fixth day, as in the ſcattered 
and dilated pieces of thoſe five before. 

. Mencommontly ſet torththe rorments 
of Hell by fire, and the extremity of 
corporall afflictions, and deſcribe Hell in 
the ſame method that Mahomet doth 
Heayen. This indeed makes a noiſe, and 
drums in popular cares-bur if this be the 
terrible piece thereof, it is not worthy to 
ſtand in diameter with Heaven, whoſe 
happineſſe conſiſts in that part that 1s 
beſtable to comprehend it, that ummor- 
tall eſſence, that tranſlated divinity and 
colony of God,the Soule. Surely though 
wee place Hell under earth, the Devils 
walke and purlueis about ir; men ſpeake 
r00 popularly who place it inthole fla- 
ming mountaines, which to groſler ap- 


prehenſions repreſent Hell. The heart of 
| A man 
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ow- ' man is the place the Devils dwell in + [ 
are | feele ſometimes a Hell within my felfe> 
tent | Lucifer keeps his Courtin my breaſt, Le- 
be- | 270z is revived in me, There are as many 
; as | hels, as Apzaxagores concerted worlds; 


<P S _— 
Sin | there was more then one hell in Magda- 
ply | lex, when there were {cyen devils ; for e- 
xn | yery devi:lis an hell unto himſelfe ; hee 
red | holds enough” of torture in his owne 
e. | #bi, and needs not the miſery of circum- 
nts | ference to afflit him, and thus a diftra- 
yof | &ed conſcience here is a ſhadow or in- 
llin | trodu&tion unto hell hereafter ; Who can 
oth | bur pity the mercifull intention of thoſe 
and | hands that doe deſtroy themſelves © the 
the | devill, were it in his power, would ce 
yto | thelike, which being impoſſible, his mi- 
hoſe | ſeries are endleſfe, and he ſuffers moitin 
It 1S | that attribute wherein he is impaſlibie, 
wr- | his immortality! & | | 
and | Tthank God that withjoyI mention S&&.50. 
ugh | it, I was neverafraidof Hell, nor never 
vils | grew pale at the deſcription of that 
ake | place; I have ſo fixed my contempla- 
fla- | tions on Heaven, that I have almoſt tor- 
ap- | got the Idexof Hell, and am atraid re- 
t of} ther ro loſe the joyes of the one than 
man H endure 


4 
Sc&, 33. Wen I ſurvey the occurrences of my 
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endurethe miſery of the other, to be de- | 
prived of them is a perfect Hel, and needs | 
mee thinks no addition to compleat our 
afflictions ; that terrible terme hath 
never detained me from fſinne, nor dol 
owe any good action to the name there- 


of : Ifear God, yet am not afraid of 
him, his mercies make me aſhamed of 
my fins, before his judgments afraid 
thereof : theſe are the forced and ſecon- 
dary method of his wiſdome , which 
hee uſeth bur as the laſt remedy, and 
upon provocation, a courſe rather t0 
deterre the wicked, than'incite the ver- 
ruous to his worſhip, I can hardly 


thinke there was eyer any ſcared into | 


Heaven , they goe the faireſt way to 
Heaven, that would ſerve God without 
a Hell; other Mercenaries that crouch 
unto him in feare of Hell, though they 
t:rme themſelves the ſervants, arc indeed | 


bur the 1ſtaves of the Almighty. | 


And to be true, and ſpeak my ſoule, 


— 


life, and c4ll into account the finger of 
God , I can perceive nothing but 
| all 
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| anabyfle and maſſe of mercies, either 


in generall ro mankinde, or particular 
tomy ſelfe ; and whether our of the pre- 
jadice of my affection, or an inverting 
and partiall conceir of his mercies, 1 
know not , but thole which athers 
terme crofles, atflictions, judgments , 
misfortunes, to mee who enquire farther 
into them then their-viſtble effects, they 
both-appeare, and ii event have ever 
proved the fecrer and diſſembled 12- 
vours of his affection. Ir is a ſingular 


picce. of Wiſdome to apprehend truly , 


and without patſion the workes of God, 


_ and'{o well- ro diſtinguiſh his Juſtice 


from. his Mercy, as not - miſcall thoſe 
noble attributes ; yet it is likewiſe an. 
honeſt piece of Logick fo rodiſpute and 


13 


argue the.'proccedings of God, as to 


diſtinguiſh +even his judgments into 


becauſe berter to the worſt, than the beſt 
deſerve, and tofay hee panitheth none 
in this. world , though it be a Paradox, 
;$no abſurdity, :.'To one that hath com- 


mitted murther , if -the Judge ſhould 


H 2 ONE= 


; Mercies, For God is mercitull unto all, 


—_ 
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onely ordaine a Fine , it were a 
madnefſle to call this a puniſhment, and 
to repine at the ſentence, rather then ad- 
mire the clemencic of the Judge. Thus 
our offences being mortall, and deſer- 
ving' not. onely death , but damnation, 
it the goodnefſſe of God be content to 
traverſe and paſſe them over with a 
loſſe, misfortune, or diſeaſe ; what 
frenfie were it to terme rhis a puniſh- 
ment, rather than an extremity of mer- 
cy, and to groane under the rod of 
his judgements, rather than admire the 
Scepter of his mercies ? Therefore to a- 
core, honour, and admire him, isadebt 
of gratitude due from the obligation of 
our nature, ſtates, and conditions 3 and 


with theſe thoughts, he that knowes | 


them beſt , will not deny that I adore 
him : That I obtain Heaven, and the 
bliſſe thereof, is accidentall, and.not the 
intended worke of my devotion, it being 
a f:licity I can neither think to deſerve, 
nor ſcarce in modeſty to expe. For 
theſe two ends of us all, eitheras rewards 
or puniſhments, are mercifully ordained 
ang diſproportioaally diſpoſed unto 
Our 


— 


p—m—————_— 
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our actions, the one being o far beyond 
our deſerts, the other 1o infinitely beloiy 
our dcemerits. 


'There is no ſalvation to thoſe that g.& 52. 


belceve not in Chriſt, thar is, ſay ſome, 
{ince his Nativity, and as Divinity at- 


| firmeth, before alſo; which makes me 


much apprehend the ends of thoſe ho- 
neft Worthies and Philoſophers which 
died before his incarnation. It is hard to 
place thoſe ſoules in Hell whole worthy 
lives doe teach us vertue on earth; me- 


- thinksamongſt thoſe many ſubdiviſions 


of hell, there might have been one Limbo 
left for theſe: Whara ſtrange viſion w.ll 


. it be to ſee their poeticall fictions con- 


verted into verities,and their imagined & 
fancied Furies , into reall Devils 2. how 
ſtrange to them will ſound rhe Hiſto- 
ry of Adam, when they ſhall ſuffer for 
him they never heard of * when they 
derive their genealogy from the Gods, 
ſhall know they arc the unhappy iſſue 
of tinfull man 2 Ir is an inſolent part of 
reaſon to controvert the workes of God, 
or queſtion the juſtice of his procee- 
dings Could humility teach others, as 
H3 it 
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It hath inſtructed me., to contemplate | Ar!) 


the infinite and incomprehenſible di- | OW! 


ſtance betwixt the Creator and the f den 
Creature, or did wee ſeriouſly perpend Jaus 


that 'one Simile of Saint Paul, Shall the | dur 
. Feſſell ſay to the Potter, "Why haſt thos | or 


made me thus? . it would prevent theſe | the 
arrogant diſputes of reaſon, nor would | on 
weargue the definitive ſentence of God, | the 
either to Heaven or Hell. Men that live | 
according to the right rule and Jaw of | val 
rcaſon, live but in their owne kinde as | MC 
beaſts do in theirs ;. who juſtly obey the *|* thi 
preſcript oftheir natures, and therefore | an 
cannot reaſonably demaund a reward | ne: 
of their ations, as onely obeying the | rut 
naturall ditates of their reaſon.-: It will .| . de 
therefore, and muſt at laſt appearc , that | W: 
all falyation is threugh Chriſt; which of 


verity I feare theſe great: examples of \ ty 
vertue muſt confirme, and make it good, | ul 
p * i h 

how the perfecteſt actions of earth have | t 
no title or claime unto Heaven... _ in 
Nor truely. doe I thinke the lives of TC 
theſe or of any other were ever .corre- 


{ſpondent, or in all points conformable | P 
vnto their doctrines z it is evident thar 
"SRNONPEE wu :: Ariſtotle 
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Ariſtotle tranſgrefled the rule of his 
owne Ethicks ; . the Stoicks that con- 


" demne pxaHon, and command 4 man to 


laugh in Phalaris his Bull, could noten- 
dure without a groane a fit of the Stone 
or Colick. The Seepticks that affirmed 
they know nothing , even in that opini- 
on confute themſelves, and thoughr 
they knew more then all the World 
beſide. Diogenes T hold to be the moſt 
yain-glorious man of his time , and 
more ambitious in refuſing all honou 's, 


' than Alexaxder in rejecting none. Vice 


and the Devill put a fallacie upon our 
reaſons, and provoking us too haſtily to 
run from it, entangle an4 profound us 
deeper init. The Duke of Yeaice, that 


|, weds himſelfe unto the Sea, by a Ring 


of Gold,” I will not argue of prodigal_.- 
ty , becauſe it is a ſolemnity of good 
uſe and conſequence in the State, But 
the Philoſopher that threw his mony 
into the Sea to avoid avarice, was a no- 
torious prodigall, There is no road or 
ready way to vertue, it is not an ealie \ 
point of art to diſenrangle our {elves | 

| "0 from \ 
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feet vertue, as to Religion, there is re- 

uired a Panoplia or compleat armour ; 
: wa whileſt we lye at cloſe ward againſt 
one vice, we lye open to the vennic of 
another: and . indeed wiſer diſcretions 
that have the thred of reaſon to condutt 
thera, offend withour a pardon ;-where- 
as under heads many ſtumble withouc 
diſhonour. There goc fo many circum- 
ſtances to picc2 up. one good action,thar 
Itis a i:flon to be ggod, and wee are 
forced to be vertuous by the booke, 
Againe the practice of men holds not 
an equall -pace, yca, and often runnes 
ccunter to their Theo:y , we naturally 
know what-is good, but naturally pur- 
{ſue what -15s evill : the Rhetorick wherc» 
with I perſwade another cannot per- 
fade my felte - there is a depraved ap- 
petite in ys,' that will with patience 
heare the Jearned inſtructions of Rea- 
ſon $ but yer performe no' farther than 
agrecsto its owne irregular humour. Ip 
briefe, we all are monſters,thar is,a com- 
poſition of man and beaſt, - wherein we 
muſt endeavour to be as the Poets _ 


" #, » 
x + 
+. % 


from this riddle,or web of finne : Toper- | 
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that wiſe man Chiron, that is, to have 
the Region of Man above that of Beaſt, 
and ſenſe to fit but art the feet of rea- 
jon. Laſtly, I doe defire with God, 
that all, but yer affirme with men , that 
few ſhall know ſalvation, thas the 
bridge is narrow, the paſlage ſtraight 
unto life, yet thoſe who doe confine 
the Church of God, either to particu- 
lar Nations, Churches,or Families, have 
made it farre narrower then our Saviour 
ever meant it, 


that wrap the Church of God in Stra- 
bi's cloake and reſtraine it unto Europe, 
ſeeme to me as bad Geographers as 
Alexarder, who thought hee had con- 
quer'd all the world when he not ſub- 
| dued the halfe of any part thereof : For 


| 


wee cannot deny the Church of God 


[both in Aſia and Africa, if we doe not 


forget the Peregrinations of the Apo- 
#tles, the deathes of their Martyrs, the 
 Sefions of many, and even in our, refor- 
,med judgement lawfull councells held 
{inthoſe parts inthe minority and non- 
age of oyrs: nox muft a few differences 
TIRE | more 


* 


The vulgarity of thoſe judgements g., 5, 


o 
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more remarkeable in the eyes of manFonce 
than perhaps in the judgment of God,}ncha 


excommunicate from Heaven one ano- 
ther, much leſſe thoſe Chriſtians who 
are in a manner all Martyrs, maintaining 
their faith in the noble way of perſecu- 
tion, and ſerving God in the fire, wheres 
as we honour him but in the Sunſhine. 
'Tis true we all hold there is a number 
of Electand many to be ſaved. yet take 
our opinions together, and from whe 
confuſton thereof there will be no ſuch 
thing as ſalvation, nor ſhall any one bec 
ſaved; for firft the Church of Rowe 
condemneth us , we likewiſe them, the 
Sub-reformiſts and Sectaries ſentence 
the Doctrine of our Church as damna- 
ble, the Aromitt; or Familiſt reprobates 
all theſe, and all theſe them againe. Thus 
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whileſt the mercies of God do promile 
us Heaven, our conceits and opinions 


tion 
unto 


exclude us from that place. - There | him , 
muſt be therefore more than one Saint | or 


Peter, particular Churches and Sects 
uſurpe the gates of Heaven, and turne 
the key againſt each other, and thus we 
goc to heaven againſt cach others wills, 
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manſOnceits and opinions, and with as much 
God,ncharity as ignorance, do erre I fearein 


Points, not only of our one, but one 


I belecye many are ſaved who to Set.$5- 


man-ſeeme reprobated, and many are 
reprobated, a in the opinion and ſen- 
tence of man ſtand eledted ; there wall 
appeare at thelaſt day, ſtrange, and un- 
expected examples, both of his Juſtice 
and his Mercy, and therefore ro define 
aither is folly in man, and infolency, even 


in the Devills; thoſe acute and fſubrill 


ſpirits , in all their ſagacity, can hardly 
divine who'thall bee ſaved ; which if 
they could prognoſticke, their labour 


wereat ancndz nor need they compaſs 


the carth ſceking whom they may devour. 


mile 


zills, 


CON- | 


Thoſe who upon 'a rigid applica- 


nic 'tion of the Law, ſentence Solomon 
108 {unto damnation, condemne not onely 
here him , but themſelves, and the whole 
aint | World; for by the Letter, and written 
EtS | Word of God, wee are without excep- 
ure | tion in the ſtate of Death, bur there is 4 
5 We prerogative of God , and an. arbitrary 


pleaſure above the Letter of his 


owne 
Law 
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Law, by which alone we can pretend 
unto ſalvation, 8 through which Solow 
might be as caſily ſaved as thoſe 'who 
condemne him. 

Sc. 56. Thenumber of thoſe who pretend un- 
to ſalvation, and thoſe infinite ſwarmes 
who thinke to paſſe through the eye off 
this Needle, have much amazed me, 
That name and compellation of /:ttl: 
Flocke, doth not comfort but deje&t 
my devotion , eſpecially when I reflect 
upon mine one unworthineſle, where- 
in, according to my humble appreher- 
fions, I am below them all. I beleeve 

there ſhall never be an Anarchy in Hes 
ven,but as there are Hierarchies amoneſt 
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the Angels, {o ſhall there be degrees of befor. 


priority amongſt the Saints. Yet 1s it 
(I proteſt ) beyond my ambition to 
aſpire unto the firſt ranks, my deſires, 
onely arc, and I ſhall be happy therein, 
to be but the laſt man, and bring up the 
Rerein Heaven. 

Againe, Iam confident, and fully per- 
ſwaded , yer dare not take my oath of 
my ſalvation; Lamas it were ſure, and m- 
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retendſpelceve without all doubr that there is 
om (cb a City as Conſtantimeple, yet for me 
= who take my oath thereon, were a kinde 
of perjury, becauſe I hold no infallible 
id nn. /9arrant trom my owne ſenſe to ' con- 
armes/f{1Me mee in-the certainty thereof: And 
ye affruely, though many pretend an abſo- 
| me. [ute certainty of their ſalvation, yer 
itt hen an humble ſoule ſhall contem- 
leieg|plare her owne unworthineſle, ſhe ſhall 
eflea/meet with many doubrs, and ſuddaig- 
here.|!y finde how little wee ſtand in need of 
hen. |! Pre cept of Saint Paul, Worke out your 
[eeve [vation with feare and trembling. That 
"a which is the cauſe of my election, I hold 
noſt to be the caule of my (ſalvation , which 
es of "as the mercy and beneplacit of God, 
:. ir defore I was, or the foundation of the 
 to| World. Before Abraham was, I am,is the 
res /aying of Chriſt, yer is ir true in ſome 
«in {enſe if T fayit of my ſelfe, for I was. nor 
the |'Mely before my ſclfe, but Adam, thar 
5, in the Idea of God, and the decrec 
[of that Synod held from all Erernitie. 
c[Andin this ſenſe, I ſay, the world was 
dQ fore the Creation, and ar an end be- 
Wy for it had a beginning; and thus _ 
L ca 


; 


Seft. 58, . Inſolent zeales rhat"doe decry 
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dead before I was alive, thongh my 
grave be Enelaxd, my dying place was 


nothi 
wher! 


4 Fen bs 8 ©. oO 
Paradifc,andE ve milcarried of.me before = - 
ſhe concery'd of Cain, | > 

matu 


o00d 
wotkes and rely onely upon faith, take 
not away merit : tor depending upon the: 
efficacy of their faith, they enforce the 
condition of God, and in a more fo- 
phiſticall way: doe ſeeme ro: challenge: 
Heaven. - It was decreed by God, that 
onely thoſe that lapr in the water like 
dogees , . ſhould have the honour 10 
deſtroy the Mzdranites, yercould none 
of rhoſe jnſtly challenge, or imagine hee 
deferved that honour thereupon. I doe 
not deny, but that true faith, and ſuch 
as God requires, is not onely.a-marke or. 
token, bur alſo a meanes of our ſalva- 
tion, bur where to finde this, ts as obſcure 
to me, as iy laſt end. Andifour Savie 
our could object unto his owne Diſciples, 
and Favourites, .a faith, that to the 
quantity ofagraine of Muſtard. ſeed, is 
able tro remove Mountaines ; {urely 
that which wee boaſt of, 1s not any 
thing, or atthe moſt, but a remove from 
XP nothing. 
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nothing. This is the Tenor of my belief, 
{wherein, though there bee many things 


ſingular; and to the humour of my irre- 
oular ſclfe, yer it they ſquare not with 
maturer judgements, I diſclaime them, 


-|and do no further favour them, than the 


; any 
from 
-hing. 


[|arned and beſt judgments ſhal authorize 
| them. 
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The ſecond Part, 


- *rity, without which Faith is a meere 
notion, and of no exiſtence, I have cver 
endeavoured ro nouriſh the mercifull 
diſpoſition, and humane inclination I 
borrowed from my Parents, and regu- 
re it ro the written and preſcribed 
Lawes of Charity ; and if ] hold thc 


j- } true anatomy of my {elfe, I am dcline- 
,| ed and naturally framed to ſuch a picce 


of vertue : for Iamofa conſtitution fo 
generall, thar it conſorts and ſympathi- 
zeth with all things.; I have no anti- 
| pathy, or rather 1dio-ſyncratie in diet, 
| aumour, aire, any thing - I wonder not 
at 


| OW for that other vertue of Cha- "7 E- 
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ſnailes, and toadſtooles, nor ar the 
Jewes for Locuſts and Grafle-hoppers, 
but bcing among(t them, make them my 
common viands, and I finde they agree 
with my ſtomach as well as theirs. I 
cavld digeſt a Sallad gathered in 7 
Church-yard , as well as in a Garden, 
I cannor ſtart at the preſence of a Ser- 
pent, Scorpion, Lizard, or Salamander; 
ar the ſight of a Toad or Viper, I find 
inme no defire to take up a ſtone to 
deſtroy them. I feele notin my ſelf thoſe 
common Antipathies thar I can diſcover 


in others - Thoſe nationall repugnan: | 


ces doe not touch me, nor doe [ behold 
wirh prejudice the French, Italian, Spa- 
xiard, and Dutch ; but where I find their 


actions in ballance with my Countrey- |, 


mens, I honour,love, and embrace them 
in fome degree; I was borne in the 
. } - . 

cighth Climate, bur ſeeme for ro bee 
framed and conitellated unto all - Iam 


no plant that will not proſper our of a |; 
All places, all ayres make |; 


Garden, 
unto mec one Country ; I am in England, 


} 


every wacze, and under any meriG18N 3 | 
] 


at the French for their diſhes of frogge5)) Tha 
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J j 
| Thave beene ſhipwrackr, yet am nor 
| enemie with the ſea or winds ; I can ſtu- 


dy, play, or fleepe in a tempeſt. In 
briefe, I am averſe from nothing, my 


| conſcience would give mee the lie if I 
| ſhould fay [ abſolutely deteſt or hate 
{ any eſſence bur the Devil), or ſo ar leaſt 


2bhorre any thing but that wee might 


| come to compoſition, If rhere bee any 
among thoſe common. objects of hatred 


I doe contemne and Hugh at, it is that 
great enemy of reaſon, vertue and re- 
Igion , the Multitude, *that numerous 
piece of monſtrofity, which taken aſun- 


| der ſeeme men; and the reaſonable crea- 
|-tures of God ; but confuſed together, 
| make bur one great beaſt, and a monſtro- 


fry more prodigious then Hydra; 1t 1s 
no breach of Charity to call rhefe 
Fooles,.. it is the ſtyle all holy Wri- 
ters have afforded them, ſer, downe by 
Solomox in Canonicall Scripture, and a 


[point of our faith to belceve 1o. Neither 
[inthe name of Multirude doe I onely n- 
[elude the baſe and minor ſort of . peo- 


* 


ple; there isa rabble even amongſt the 
Gentry, a fort of Plebcian heads, 


L 


1 I whoſe 


Relizin Medici. 


138 
whoſe fancy moves with the ſame ! pyer 


wheele as theſe ; menin the ſame Le- 
vell with Mechanicks , though their 
fortunes doc ſomewhat guild their in- 
firmities, and their purſes compound for 
their follies . Bur as in caſting account, 
three or foure men together come ſhort 
in account of one man placed by himſelf 
below them : So neither are a troope of 
theſe ignorant Doradoes , of that true 
eſteeme and value, as many a forlorne 
perſon , whoſe condition doth place 
them below their feete, Let us ſpeake 
like Politicians, there is a Nobiluy 
without Heraldry , a naturall dignity ,, 
whereby one man is rapgked yvith ano- 
. ther, another filed before him, accor- 
ding to the quality of his deſert, \and 
preheminence of his 
Though the corruption of theſe times 
and the byas of preſent practiſe wheele 
another way, thus it was inthe firſt and 
primitive Common-wealths, and is ye 
n the integrity 2nd Cradle of well-or- 
dered Politics , till corruption gettetl 
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ry one having a liberty ro amaſſe and 
heap up riches, and they a licenſe or fa- 
culry ro doe or purchaſe any thing. 


... This generall and indifterent. remper geg, 2, 


of mine, doth more neerely diſpoſe mee 


| tothis noble yertue. It is a happineſſe ro 


bec born and framed unto vertue, and ro 
grow up from the ſeeds of narure , ra- 
ther then the_ inoculation and , forced 
vraffs of education; yet. it wee aredire- 
ed only by our particular Natures, and 
—_ _—— by no higher 
tule than thatof our reaſons, we are bur 
Moraliſts. ; Divinity will till call us Hea- 
thens. Therefore this great work of cha- 
rity; muſt have other morives,cnds,and 
impulfions : I giveno almes to fatishe the 
hunger. of my Brother, but to fulfill and- 
accompliſh rhe Will and Command of 


NG) my+God; I draw nor my purſe for his 


cele 
an 

ya 
Or 
teth 


ifrer 
nne, 
very 


t 
' 


# 


thar relicyes another upon the hare ſug- 


' ſake that demands ir, bur his that enjoy- 


ad it ; Lrelieve uo manupon the Rheto- 
nck of bis miſcries, nor ro content mine 
awne..commiſcrating diſpoſition, tor this 
is Ml burmaral charity ; and ana®trhat 
oweth more to: paſſion than reaſon, He 


Ia ge(tion 
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geſtion and bowels of pity, doth not this 
{o much for his ſake, as for his own: for 
by compafſton wee make others miſery 
our own, and ſo by relieving them, we re- 
lieve our felves a'{o. It is as erroneous a 
conctit to redreſſe other Mens ,misfor- 
' runes.upon the common confiderations 
of mercitullnaturcs, thar it may be one 
day our own caſe; for this is a finiſter & 
politick kind of charity,wizereby we ſeem 
robeſpeake the. pities of. men' in the-like 
occafions-and trrely I have obſetyed that 
thoſe: profeſſed 'Fleemoſynaries; though 
ina'croud.or 'triultirude; dbe yer direct 
and place their petitions -on a few! and 
ſelected perſons; there 'is. ſurely a Phiy- 
-fognomy, : . which. thoſe! experienced 
and Maſter Mendicants obferve ;:ychere- 
by.rchey inſtantly diſcover: a 'mereifull 


— _—— 


| 


| 


| 
i 
| 


i 


aſpe&t , and: will fingte'> dur >aHace,, | 


. wherein | they ſpy. 'the- ſignatures cand Þ 


-markes of mercy - for there are: mbftf 
cally in-onr- faces certaine characters 
: which carry in'them-rhe>motro of.'our 
Sowles, wherein ke thatitar read A.F.C. 


-» may read Our natures. I: hold moreover , 
, or Phy- 
fiognomy 


that theie is a Phytognomy 
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. | flognamy, not onely of men, ' but of 
Plants, and Vegetables ; and in every 


= one of them , tome outward figures 
"| Which hang as-ſignes or buſhes of their 
i inward formes, . The finger of God 
or. | hath left- an inicription upon all | his 
ont workes, nat graphicall or compoſed of 
os Letters , bur of their ſeverall tormes., 
- B- conſtitutions ,* parts, and opcrations , 
As which aptly joyned regether doe make 
ike | One word that' doth expreſle their na- 
ny | Fures. By theſe. Letters God calls the 
om Starzes by their names, and by this Al- 
= phabert Adam afligned to every creature 


wy a name peculiar ro its Nature. 'Now 
hy. | there are beſides theſe Characters in our 
| faces, ccrtaine myſticall figures in our 
& | hands, which I dare not call mcere da- 
& | hands, which I dare not call mcere da 
\j ſhes, ſtrokes, 41a volee, or at ranJome, 
a | becauſedelineared by a pencil], that ne- 
-2 Yer WOrkes in vaire ; and hereot. I take 
more particular. notice, becauſe I carry 
that in mine owne hand, which I could 
never read of, nor diſcover in another. 
Ariſtotle, 1 conteſle, in his acute, .:and 
fingular booke of Phyſiognomy, .hath 


- d 


;. | made-no mention of Ghiromancy', yet 
WY I 3 I 


» 


T 
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I beleeve the Egyptians, who were nee- 
rer addicted to thoſe abſtruſe and my- 


ſticall ſciences, had a knowledge thercin, | 


ro which thoſe vagabond and counterfeit 
Egyptians © did after pretend , and 
perhaps retaineda few corrupted princi- 

les, which ſometimes might verific their 

rognoſticks. * © 
\ Iris the common wonder of all men, 
how among ſo many millions of faces, 
there ſhould be none alike; Now con- 
trary,'T wonder as much hon there 
ſhould be*any ;' he that * ſhall conſider 
; how many ' thouſand ' ſeverall words 

have beene careleſly and wirhour =_ 
compoſed out * of 24 Letters ; withall 
how many handred lines 'there'are to 


K 


o 


—_— 
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bee drawne in the fabrick 'of 'one man 


thall eaſily finde thar this vatiety isne- 
ceflary - And it will be very hard that 


they ſhall * ſo * concurre as to make | 


_ oneportradtlike another. Let a Painter 
earcleily limbe out a Million of faces, 


and you ſhall finde them all different; 


yet let him have his copy” before him, 
yet after all his art there will remaine 
2 ſenſible diſtinion; for the patterns 
Ok PR (Bi, : v7 ; or 


—— 


pr example of every thing 1s. the per- 
fecteſt in that kinde } whereof wee till 
' come ſhort, though we tranſcend or 


neyer any thing ſo like another, as inall 


| ſome reſerved difference 1lip in, to pre- 
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goc beyond it, becauſe herein 1* is wide, 
and agrees not in all points unto its 
Copy. Nor doth the fimilitude of Crea- 
tures diſparage the varicty of nature,nor 
any way confound the workes ' of God. 
For even in things alike there is di- 
verſity, and thoſe that doe ſeeme to 
accord , doc manifeſtly diſagree. And 
thus is man like God, for in the ſame 
things that wze reſemble him, wee are 
utterly different from him. There was 
points to concurre, there will ever 
vent the ideatity, without which, two 
ſeverall things would not be alike, but 
the ſame, which is impoſſible. 

But to recturne from Philoſophy to Sea. 3.F 
Charity , I hold not fo narrow a con» 4 
ccit of this vertue, as to conceive that 
to give almes, is onely ro be Charita- | 
ble, or thinke a picce of Liberality can | 
comprehend the Torall of Charity; Di- | 
vinity hath wiſely divided the act there- 
_ I 4 ot 
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of into many branches, and hath taught. 
us'in this narrow way, many pathes 
unto goodneſle ; as many wayes as wee 
may dee good, fo many wayes wee may, 
bee Charitable; there are infirmities, 
not onely of body, but of ſpule, and 
fortunes,” which doe require the merci- 
full hand of 'our abilities. 1 cannot con- 
remn a man for tgnorance, but hehold 
him with as much pity as I doe LaFares. 
It is no greater Charity:to cloath his 
body, then appatell the nakedneſſe of 
his Soule.” It 1s an honorable object to 
{ce the reaſons of other men weare our 
Liveries, and their borrowed underſtan- 
dings doe homage to the bounty of 
ours - It 1s the cheapeſt way of bencfi- 
cence, and like the naturall charity of 
the Sunne illuminates another without 
obſcuring it ſelfe. To bee reſerved and 
caitif in this part of goodneſſe, is 
the ſordideſt piece of coverouſneſſe, and 
more contemptible than the. pecuniary 
avarice. Tothis (as calling my ſelfe a 
Scholar) I am obliged by the duty..of 
my condition, I make not therefore my 
kead a graye, but a treaſure of know- 
Co v2 | ic dge; 
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dledee; T intend no Monopoly ; bur 2 
Community in learning; I ſtudy not 
for my owne ſake onely , but for theirs 
that ſtudy not for themſelves. I envy 
no man that knowes more than my 
ſelfe, but pity them.that knowes leſſe. I 
{inſtruct no man as an exerciſe of my 
knowledge, or with an iment rather to. 
{nouriſh and keepe it alive 1n mine owne 
| head, than beger and propagate it in hisz 
'and in the midſt of all my endeayours 
ithere is but one thought that dejects 
4 mee, that my acquired parts muſt periſh 
; with} my ſelfe, nor can bee Legacyed 
among my honourcd Friends. I can- 
| not fall out or contemne'/a man for an 
errour, or conceive why a difference in 
; opinion ſhould divide an affection : for 
. comroverhies , diſputes, and argumen- 
tations, both in Philoſophy, and in Dt- 


s yinity, if they meete with diſcreet and 


| peaccable natures, doe not infringe the 
'Lawes .of Charity in all diſputes, fo 
"much as there is of pafſion, ſo much, 
there is of nothing to the purpoſe, for 
jthen reaſon like a bad. Hound ſpends 
upon a falſe ſent, and forſakes the- que+ 
| ſtzon 
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ſtion firſt ſtarted. And this is one rea. 
ſon why controverſies are never deter. 
mined, for though thay be amply pro. 
poled, they are ſcarce at all handled, 
they doe fo ſwell with unneceſſary 
Digreſſions , and the Parentheſis on the 
party, is often as large as the main dif. 
courſe upon the ſubje&t. The Founda« 
tions of Religion are already eſtabliſhed 
and the principles of Salvation ſubſcri- 
bed unto by all, .there remaines nor 
many controverſies worth a paſſion, 
and yer never any diſputed without , not 
onely in Divinity , bur inferiour Arts: 
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rea. than Adtins his razor , their pens 
ter, [carry farther , and givea lowder report 
"ro. [than thunder , I had rather ſtand in the 
ed, [ſhock of a Bafiliſco, than inthe fury of 
ary |4 mercileſſe pen, It is not meere zeale 
the [to Learning, or deyotion to the Mules, 
dif. | that wiſer Princes patron the Arts: and 
das | carry an indulgent aſpeft unto Schol- 
ed, lers , but a deſire to have their names 
cris | cternized by the memory of their wris 
not | 8ings, and a feare of the revengetull pen 
n, | of ſucceeding ages: for theſe are the 
not | men, that when they have played their 
t5: parts, and-had their exits, muſt ſtep out 
ir- | andgive the morall of their Scenes, and 
2 | deliver unto poſterity an Inventory of 
aſh , their vertues and vices. And furely 
ow | there goes a great deale of conſcience 
to . to the compiling of an Hiſtory, there 
s, , isno reproach tothe ſcandall of a Sto- 
oft * ry 13 It is ſuch an Authenticke kinde of 
ds | talſchood, that with authoriy belics our 
or | good names to all Natipns and,-Po- 
o= | fterity. LORE 
T. - Thereis an other offence unto Cha- SA. 4. 
rity, which no Author hath ever writ- : 
| Ien'of, and few rake notice of, end 


chat 
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teſſions, myſteries ' and conditions, 


proþrious -Epithets wee miſcall each o- 


from a diſpoſition in a few conclude a 
habit in all. | 
Le mutin Anglos, et lebravache Eſcoſſox; 
Le bougre Italian,et le fol Francors, = 
Lepoultron Romani,le larron deGaſcongne, 
L' Eſpagnol ſuperbe,et I Alemanyuronzne, 
Saint Pa#l that cals rhe: Cretians lyers, 
doth it but indirectly and ypon quotati- 
on of their  owne Poet. Ir is as bloody 
a thought in one way as Neroes was in 
another. For by a word wee wound a 
thouſand, and at one blow aſlaſline the 
henour of a Nation. It is as com- 
pleate apiece of madneſle to miſcall. and 
raye againſt rhe times: or thinke to recall 
men to reaſon;by a firof paſſion: Democri- 
z#s that thought to laugh.the times into 
goodnefle,ſcemes to me as deeply Hypo- 
chondriack, as Heraclitys that bewailed 
themzit moves notmylpleento behaldrhe 
multitude in their-proper hymors, that isz 
1n their fits of fally 8 madneſs, as weltn- 
ns | deritand- 


 £ . 
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that's the reproach, not 'of whole pro-" 
bur of whole nations , wherein by op- | 


ther, -and by an uncharitable Logick, |; 


—— 
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derſtanding: that -Wiſedome is not pro- 
'op- phan'd unto the World, and *tis the. pri- 
þ &. [viledge of a few to be vertuous, | They 
ick, that endeavour to aboliſh vice »deſtroy 
"aſp gr vertuez/for contraries, though they 

| deſtrpy one another, are yer in life of 
- | oneanother.. Thus vertue (aboliſh vice) 
| isan' Idea: againe, the communitie of 
- | finne dothnor-diſparage- goodneſle, for 
? | when vice'gaines upon rl e major part, 
* | verthe, 'inwhom it remaines, becomes 
i; | moreexcellent; and being loſt in ſome, 
is | multiplies irs 'goodnefle 1n others which 

Tremaine -tintouched, and perliſts intire 
in thegenierall imundation. I can there- 
fore behold vice:withour. a*Satyre, con- 
_ | rent onely with an*admonition , or in-. 
4 | ſructive reprehenſiong: for - Noble 9na- 
Y 


d70-"" 
NS 


ww 


rofes; 'and-fuch'as atc-capable of govy- 

' nefle; are railed into vice, that might 
) | as cafily:-hee- 2dmoniſhed into wwertuey 
andwee ſhould bee alſo farre the Ora- 
torgpE-goodnefle; as to protedt hertrom 
the; power. of vice, and maintaine the 
Tz of injured truth. No-man can/juſt- 
Jy-cenſure. or: condemine another, > be- 
| cauſe indeed no: man - truely] knowes a- 
£17: |  nother, 


| 
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nother, This I perceive in my ſelfe, fot 
T am inthe darkto all the world, and 
my neareſt friends behold mce but inz 
cloud; thofe that know mee ber ſuper- 
ficially, think leſſe of me than Igdoe of 
my {elte; thoſe of my neere acquain- 
rance thinke more; God , who truely 


knowes me, knowes that I am nothing, | 
for he onely beholds mee, and all the 


world, who lookes not an us through 

2 derived ray, or a trajection of a ſenfi- 

ble ſpecies, but bcholds: the ſubſtance 

without the helpes of accidents , and 

the formes of things, as we their ope- 

rations. Further, no man can judge ang. 
ther, becauſe no man knowes himſelfe, 

for we cenfure others but -as they diſa- 

grec from that humor which wee fan. 

Cy laudable in our ſelves; and commend | 
others but for that wherein they ſeeme. 
ro quadrate. and confent- with us. $0 | 
that in concluſion; all is bit that we'. al 


condemne , ſelfe-love. *Tis the gence: | 


rall complaint of. theſe times, and per» 
haps of thoſe paſt; thar charity' growes 
cold, which 1 perccive moſt verifedin' 


thoſe which moſt doe manifeſt the _ 


exp 
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14nd flames of zeale, for it is a verruc 


that beſt agrees with coldeſt natures , 
and ſuch as are complex1oned for humi- 
lity : But how ſhall wee expect charity 
towards others, when we arc uncharita- 
ble ro our ſelves 5 Charity begins ar 
home, is the voice of the World, yer 
is every man his greateſt enemy, and as 
it were, his owne cxecutioner. Now 
occides, is the Commandement of God, 
yet ſcarce oblerved by any man; for I 
perceive every man is his owne Atro- 
pos, and iends a handto cut the thred of 
his own dayes. Cain was not therefore 
the firſt Murtherer , but Adam, who 


| brought indeathz wherefore hee beheld 


the practiſe and example in his owne 
ſonne Abel, and fawthar verified inthe 
experience of another, which faith could 
not perſivade him in the Theory of 
himſelfe. 


There is I thinke no man that appre- $a g. 
_ hends his owne' miſcries lefle than my 


{elfe, and no man that ſo neerely ap- 
prehends anothers. I could Joie an 
arme ivithour a teare, and With few 
groanes, mee thinkes, bec quartcred into 
Piecesz 
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pieces; yet cah I weepe moſt ſeriouſly 
at a Play; and reccive with a true paſſi- 
on; the counterfeit griefes of thoſe 
knowne and profeſſed 1mpoſtures. Tr is 
a batbarous part of inhumanity to adde 
unto any afflited parties miſery, or 
endeavour to multiply in any man, a 
paſhon, whoſe ſingle nature 15 already 
above his patience; this was the grea- 
teſt affliction of Tob, and thoſe oblique 
expoſtularions of his friends a deepet 
injury than the downe-right blowes of 
the Devill: It is not the teares of our 
owne eyes onely, but of our friends al- 
ſo, that doe exhauſt the current of our 
ſorrowes ; which falling into many 
ſtreames, ranne more peaceably, and is 
contented with a narrower channel. Ir 
is an at within the power of charity, to 
tranſlarc a pafſion out of one breaſt into 
another, and to divide a ſorrow almoſt 
our of it ſelfez for an affliction like a 
dimenſion may.bee ſo divided, as if not 
-indiviſibleg at -leaſt ro become inſenfible. 
Now with my 4riend I deſire not to 
ſhare or participate, but ro engroſſe his 
ſorrows, that by miaking them mine 
ADS. OWNC, 
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uſly | owne, T may more cafily diſcufle them; 
aſſi- [tor in thine, owne reaſon , and within 
ole | my (fe Þ can command' that , which 
Cr 1S [cannot intrear. without. my ſelfc.,. and 
ade | withinthe circle of another, I have 'often 
or | thought -thoſt noble paires and: exam- 

» 2 | ples of friendſhip nor ſo truely Hiſto-. 
dy | ries of whit had beene, as fictions of 
ca- | what ſhould be , but now perceiveno- 
ue | thing . in them bur; poſltbilities,;' nor 
xf | any thing: in the Heroick examples.of 
of Damon and Pythizs; Achilles and Patro+ 
ur clus, which mce thinkes - upon fome 
l- grounds Þ could - not .performe -within 
ur , rhe narrow ..compalſe - of my - felfe. 
1 | That a man ſhoyldlay downe his life for 
S his friend, ſcemes ſtranpe ro vulgar affe- 
It | ions, and ſuch as iCconfine themſelves 
0 | within that worldly principle, Charity 
0 | beginnes ar home. For minc: owne part, 
t | Fcould never remember the relations 
4 | that I held umo my (elfe, nor the reſpect 
© | that Towe unto my: owne nature, in the 
cauſe of God * my Countrey., -and my 

) | Friends. Next to theſe three, 'Idoe em- 
* | brace myf{clfc; I confeſleEdo not ob- 
* | ferve that: order that the-Schobles or- 
S K dain 


My 


i ScRg- 
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daine our affeions, to love our Parents, 
Witcs, Children, and then our Friends, 
for excepting the injunctions of Religi- 
on, I doenor find in my felfe ſuch a ne- 
ceſfary and indifloluble Sympathy to 
all thoſe of my bloud. 1 hope I doe 


not break the fifrh Commandemenn, if | 


Iconceive 1 may love my friend before 


the neareſt of my bloud , even thoſeto 


whom I owe the principles of life , 7 ne- 
ver yet caſt a true affetion on a Woman, 
but I have loved my friend as 7 doe vet- 
rue, my ſoule, my God. From hence me 
thinkes 7 doe conceive how God loves 
man, what happineſlſe there is in the love 
of God, Omiutting all other. there are 
three moſt myſticall unions; Two na- 
rures in one perſon; three perſons in 
one natnrez one ſoule in two bodies. 


For though indeed they be really di- | 
vided, 'yet arc they ſo united, as they | 


feeme but one, and make rather a duali- 
ty then. rwo diſtin&t ſoules; 

There are wonders in true affection, 
it is a body of Ezigmaes , myſtcrics and 
riddles ; wherein two ſo become one, as 
they both. b:come rwos7 loye my friend 
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not 1o 
hence 
make 
at all 


| dead 


with 
ſill b 
ſarisf1 
be gr 
poſi 


mult 


_ Religio Mediti. ths 
before my ſelfe, and yet me thinkes 7 do 
not love him enough z ſome few months 
hence my multiplied affection will 
make me beleeve 1 have nor loved him 
at all; when 7 arh from him, 7am 


Joe | dead till 7 bee with him, when 1 am 


ne | 


f with him, [am nor ſatisfied, but would 


ſtill be nearer him : united ſoules are nor, 
ſatisfied with embraces, bur deſire to 
be gruely cach other , which being im- 
polliþle, their deſires are infinite, and 
miſt proceed without a poſſibility of 


| fatisfaction ; Another miſery there is 


in aff:ction, that whom we truely love 
like our owne , wee forget their looks , 
nor can our memory retaine the idea of 
their faces ; and it is no wonder, for 
they are our ſelves, and our affection 
makes their lookes our owne.. This no- 


- > ble affection fals not on yulgar and com- 


q 


| mon conſtitutions , bur on ſuch as arc 


mark'd for vertue; he that can love his 
friend: with this noble ardour, will 1n-2 
competent degree affect all. Now if 
wee can bring our affections ro looke 
beyond the body, and caſt an eye up- 
on-the foulz, wes have found our the 

; "I true 
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true obje&, not onely of friendſhip but 
charity; and the greateſt happineſle rhat 
we can bequeath the foule, is that 
wherein wee all doe place our laſt felici- 
ty, Salvation ; which though it be nor 
1n our power to beſtow, it 1s in our cha- 


rity, and pious inyocations to deſire, if. 


nor procure and further, T cannot con- 


tentedly frame a prayer for my ſelfe in - 
particular, withouta catalogue for my | 
friends, nor requeſt a happiteſſe where- | 


in-my ſociable diſpofition doth not de- 


fare rhe fellowſhip. of my. neighbour. I 
never heare the Toll of a paſting Bell, | 


though in my mirthz without my pray- 


ers and beſt wiſhes for the departing 


ſpirit: 1 cannot goe to cure the body 


of my Patient, but I forget my pro- 
teſhon, and call unto God for his ſoule; | 


I cannot ſee one ſay his Prayers, but in 
ſtead of imitating him, I fall intoa ſip- 


plication for him , who perhaps is no | 
more to me then a common nature : | 
and if God hath vouchſafed an eare to | 


my ſupplications, there are ſurely ma- 
ny happy that never ſaw mee, and en- 
joy the bleffing of mine unknowne. de- 
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votions. To pray for Enemies, that 1s, 


| for their ſalvation, is no harſh precepr, 


bur the practice of our daily and ordina- 
ry deyotions. -I cannot belceve the fto- 
ry of the Italian, our bad withes .and 
uncharitable deſires proceed no; further 
than this life 3 it is the Devill, -and the 
uncharirable votes of Hell , that. dehire, 
qur miſery in'the worldtro come.::- | 


To doe ng injury, -nor- take none, was Sea... 


a principle;; which ro: my former yeers, 
and impaticot affections,” ſeemed . to 
cantaine enough af. Morality ,' but my 


'more ſetled. years, and Chriſtian con- 


ſtiturion have fallen upon ſevercr ref0- 
tutions, '] can hold. there is no ſuch 
thing as injury, that if there bee, there 
is no ſuch- injury as! revenge , and no 


ſuch revenge as. the contempt. of an in- 


jury z that to hare another, 1s ro ma- 


ligne himfelfe , that the trucſt way 


to .love another, 1s-.to deſpiſe our 


ſelves. I were unjuſt unto: mine. OwNe 


conſcience, if I ſhould fay I amr at va- 


riance with any thing like my-ſcltc. 1 


finde there are many.;pieces in this.one 


fabricke of -man;. this frame is railed 


K 3 upon 
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upon 2 maſſe of Antipathies -- T am | 
one, mee thinkes, but as the World; 
wherein notwithſtanding there are a | ment 
ſwarme of diſtin eflences, and in | am [ 
them another World of contrarieties nellc 
wee carry private and domeſtick ene- | neMic 
mies. 'within, publick and more hoſtile $ 3 19 
adverſaries without. The Devill that | mY 
did but buffer Saint Paul, playes mee | 
thinkes at ſharpe with mee - Ler mee be | Tup 
nothing if- within: the compaſlc of my 
Aelfe, I doe not find the bartaile of Le- TO! 
panto, paſſion __ reaſon, reaſon a- Pri 
gainſt faith, faith againſt the Devill and m 
my conſcience * againſt all, - There is , mh 


hoy : | 
another man within 'me that's angly | C3 
with mee, ' rebukes, commands, and ti 
daſtards ' mee. © I have no conſcience | © 
of Marble to reſiſt the hammer of morc i 
heavy offences , nor :yet roo 'toft and Þ | 


waxen ,'as*to: take the impreſſion of 4 
each lingle peccadillo 'or ' ſcape of in- 
firmity : I am ofa'ſtrange beliefe , that 
it is as eafie to be forgiven ſome ſinnes, 
as to: commit ſome others. For my origi- 
nall finne, I hold-it ro be 'waſhed away | 
in my Baptiſme ; for my aduall trant- 
ee IT Tg” orefſi- 


F 
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1 compute an d reckon win 


m | greff10ns» 

d; | God.but from MY laſt repentance» \Sacra- 

a | mentor general ibſolution:and thereore 

in | am NO. verified With the ſinnes Cre” 

5: | neſſe of MY yourh. L thanke. the £000” 

& nefſe of God» 1 have no ſinnes that Want 

le { a name; L am not fingular n offenccs» 

at | my tranſereſions 316 Epidewica)l, an 

cc from the common Þ breach of Our cor- 

de | ion, For ere are certane rempers 

ty — of body, which march with an humo- 

z- rous depravit/ ; of mind, d0© harch and 

a- roduce vitiolinies, V whoſe newnelle an 

ad " onſtrofiry of 12*vre 2d mits no name; 

i this was the emer { char Lecter tat 

ly carnald with a. SEA and. the coofti- 

15 | turion of Nero his Spinttian recent. 

CE ons. For the: Heavens are not onely 

re fruirfull in NeW and anheard of ſtarxes, 

ad the Earth in PIN ind animals > Pvt 

of 4 mens min $2) in viBanic and Vices; 

N- now the dulneſlc of my reaſon, ang ihe 

at vulgarity Of WY. d polity never prom- 

'S, red MY invention, 19, or ſo\icired MY © 
"of theſe ; y& © 


| 


hoſe Commona 
that ſo neceſſarily * arrend mac » if 
K4 | ſecmc 
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leeme to bee my very nature, have ſq 
dejected me, fo broken the:efttmarion 
that I ſhould have otherwiſe of my (cl, 
that T-repute my ſelfe the moſt abjecteſt 
picce.of mortality -Pivines preſcribe a fir 
of ſorrow to repentance,there goes indigr | 
nation.,' anger, ſorrow, chatred,, into  levats 
mine, paſſions -of. 2 contrary nature || 804e 
which: neither ſeeme. to. fate with. this || GIrar 
action, nor my proper. conſtitutian. Tris | over 
no breach of chariny'; to .Qur ſelves to || 130K 
bre .av- variance. with our vices, -nor:to | Ode 
abhorre. that part of us, which is an en || of 11 
.my'to the ground of charity, our God:z | befi 
wherein we doe but - imitate ' our great {| xall 
ſelves the world, whoſe divided Antipa- | tet 
thies. and contrary faces . doe yet carry | £91 
2 charitable regard unto the wholedby | our 
their Particular diſcords z: preſerving:the | vet, 
common harmony. ,-and: keeping in ft \ 104 
ters 'thoſe-: powers:, -whoſe.. rebellions + eitl 
ſ once! Maſters, might bee the tune of:all on 
Per,s. . .: Irhanke:God,. amongſt: thofemillions —the 
of wicts I-doe inheriv:;and! hold from © pp: 
Arbor; & | hayveſcapedi:one;, and thavia of. 
-morrall. enemy: to charity, the. firſt.:ahdd —ve 
fatherſin,not onely of man but ofghe:de- 

Re 35 _ 
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ſq ' vil, Pride,a vice whoſe . name is compre» 
On | hended in a Monolyllable, bur in its na- 
If, |ture not circumſcribed with a world; I 
el | haye eſcaped it- in a' condition thar can 
fit | hardly avoid it:thofe pety acquifitions & 
ge | Iepured perfections that advance ande- 
to \ leyare the conceits of other men, addec 
> 1 podedthers unto mine; L have ſeenea 
ts || Grammarian tone, and plume himſclte | 
is || over: n- fingle line in Horace, and ſhew 
0 || more pride . in the conſtroction of -one 


0 
© | Odc;than the:Author inrhe compoſure 
T- || of the whole baoke. For my owne: part; 
3 | befidbs the 'Fargow and Pators of feve- 
t | ra} Provinces, I underftand no leſſe 
> | then-fix Languages, yet T' procelt I have 
7 | nobigher:conceit of -my''felfe than had 
7 | our Fathers before the confulion of :Bu- 
| bel; when there 'was bur'dne Language 
| inthe world, and none to boaſt himfelte 
« either Linguiſt:or Cricick. I haye fot 
onely. ſeene 1evcrall Coumtries., beheld 
_ the nature! of-rheir climes, the 'Choros 
' praphy of their provinces, Topography 
of their Cirios., bur underſtood, their fe? 
 vetall: Lawes:, Cuftomes ind Policies 3 
yet canaotall this perſwade the _— 
a5 0 
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of my ſpirit unto ſuch an opinion of may 
ſelf, as I behold in nimbler and conceited 
heads, that never looked a degree he- 
yond their neſts. I know the naines,and 
ſomewhat more, of all the conſtellati- 


ons in .my Horizon, yet 7 have ſeene 
a prating Mariner that could _ 
name the pointers and ' the Nort 

Starre, ont-talke mee, and conceit him- 
fſelfe a whole + Spheare above mee. I 
know moſt of the Plants of my Coun- 
try and of thoſe about mce; yet mee 
thinks 7 doe not know ſo many as when 


I did but know a hundred , and had | 


ſcarcely ever Simpled\. further than 


Cheap-fide : for indeed ' heads -of capa- | 
City , and ſuch as are not. full with a | 
handfull, or eaſie mcaſureof knowledge, | 


think they know nothing, rill they 


know all, which being impoſſible, they ! 


fall upon the opinion of .Secrates, and 
onely know they know not any thing. 
Teannot think that Homer pin'd away 
upon the riddle of the :fiſherman, or 
that Ariffetle, who underſtood the un- 
certainty of knowledge ,- and confeſſed 
ſo: often the reaſon of man too oy 

or 
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may for the workes of nature , did ever 
ited |drawne himſelfe upon the flux and rc= 
be- [flux of Exripzs : we doc bur learne ro 
and | day, what our better advanced judge- 
ati- | ments will unteach to morrow: and 
ene | Ariſtotle doth nor inſtruct us as Plato did 
= him ; that is, to confute himſelfe. I 
rth .| have runne through all forts, yer finde 
m- | no reſt inany,though our firſt ftudies and 
I | jazior endeavours may ftile us Peripate- 
un- | ticks, Stoicks, or Academicks , yer I 
ee | perceive the wiſeſt heads prove ar laſt, 
en | almoſt all Scepricks, and ſtand hike 74- 
ad | 74 in the field of knowledge. I have 
an | therefore on common and authentick 
2- | Philoſophy I learned in the Schools, 
a , whereby I diſcourſe and fatisfie the 
'e, | reaſon of other men, anorher more re- 
Yy | ſerved and drawne from experience, 
Y , whereby I content mine owne. Sols- 
d 4 mon that complained of ignorance 1n 
J. the height of knowledge, hath nor one- 
ly humbled my conceits, bur diſcoura- 
r ped my endcavours. There is yet ano- 
; therconceit that hath ſomerimes made 
| meſhur my bookes , which tels mee ir 

is a vanity to walſt our dayes in the 


blind 


Sek. 9, 


' tOperpetuate the world without this tris 
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blind purſuit of knowledge, it is but at-! 


tending 2 little longer , and wee ſhall |viall 


enjoy that by inſtin& and infuſion, 
which wee indeavour 8ll here by labour 
and inquiſition : it is better to fit downe 
ina modeſt ignorance, and reſt contented 


with the naturall blcfling of our owne , 
reaſons, then buy the uncertaine know. 
ledge of this life , with fiveat and vex- 
ation, which death gives every foole 


Bratis, and 1s an acceflary of our glorifi- | 


Cation, - | 
I was never yet once, and commend . 
their reſolutions who _ never marry 
twice : not. that I diſallow of ſecond 
marriage ; as neitherin all caſes of Pa- 
lygamy, which conſidering ſome times 
and the unequall number of both ſexes, 
may bee alſa neceſſary. The whole 
World: was made for. man', -but the 
twelfth part of man for woman : Man 
3s the whale' world and the breath: of 
God , woman the rib and .crooked 
picce-of man;:.I could be content that 
we mighe: procreate: like rrees- without 
xonjunction; or that there were: any way 
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viall and vulgar way of coition ; It is the 
foolitheſt a& a wiſeman commits in 8lt 
his life, nor is there any thing that will 
more deje&t his cool'd imagination, 
when hee ſhall conſider what an' odde 


wne f and unworthy piece of folly hee hath 
ow. | committed; I ipeake not in prejudice, 


EX 
ole 
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nd | 
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nor am averſe from thar ſiveet ſex , bur 
naturally amorous of all that is beau- 
tifull; 1 can looke a whole day with de- 


light upon a handſome picture , though 


it be but of an Horſe. It is my temperand 
T like it the better, to affect all harmo- 
ny, and ſure there is mulick eyen in the 
beauty, andthe filent note which Cupid 
ſtrikes. farre ſeerer than the ſound of 
an inftrument. For there is a muſicke 
whereever there is a harmony, order or 
proportion ; and thus fax we may main- 
tain the mulſick of the ſphcares; forthoſe 
well ordered motions, and regular paces, 
though they give no ſound unto the 
care, yet to the underſtanding they 
ſtrike a note moſt full of harmony. 
Whatſocver is harmonically compoſed, 
delights in harmony; which makes me 
much diſtruſt rhe ſymmetry of thoſe 


ICAL 
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heads which, declaime againft all 
Church muſick. For my ſelte, not on- 
ly from my obedience, but my particu- 
lar genius, I doe embrace it, for even 
that vulgar and Taverne Mulick, . 
which makes one man merry, another 
mad, ſtrikes in me adcepe fir of devotion, 


and a profound contemplation of the firſt |P 


Compoſer, there is ſomething in it of 
Divinity more than the care diſcovers : it 
is an Hieroglyphicall and ſhadowed let- 
fon of the whole world, and creatures of 
God, ſuch a melody to the care, as the 
whole world well underſtood, would at- 
ford the underſtanding. In bricfe, it is a 
ſenſible fit of that harmony,which intel- 
leQtually ſounds in the earces of God - I 
will nor ſay with Plats, the ſoule is an 
harmony, but harmonicall, and hath irs 
neareſt ſympathy unto muſicke : thus 
ſome whoſe temper of body agrees , 
and humours the conſtitution of their 
ſoules, are borne Poets , though in- 
deed all are naturally inclined unto 
Rhyrthme. * This made Tacitmrs in rhe 


ricip]s very firſt line of his Story, fall upon a 


Kegrs b6- veriez and Cicerothe wort of Poets, bur 


.&Ge- 
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| * deelayming for a Poer, falls inthe ve- *Pro 4r- 


| * ; Chia 
ry firſt ſentence upon a perfet * Hexa- ©," 


and unchriſtian deſires of my profeſſion, f 


» 


I doe not ſecretly implore and wiſh for 


JPlagues , rejoyce at Famines , revolve 
hat. ar maggie” and Almanacks, in ex- 


pectation of malignant Aſpects, farall 


| conjunCtions , and Eclipſes - I reioyce 


not at unwholſome ſprings, nor unſea- 
ſonable Winters; my prayer goes with 
the Husbandmans , Ideſire every thing 
inits proper ſeaſon , that neither men 
,nor the times bee pur out of temper. 
' Let mee be ficke my ſelfe, if ſometimes 
the malady of my patient bce not a diſ- 
eaſe unto me, I defire rather to cure his 
infirmitics than my owne neceflities , 
where I doe himno good methinkes it is 
ſcarce honeſt gaine,though I confeſle *ris 
bur the worthy ſalary of our well-in« 
tended endeayours : I am not onely a- 
ſhamed, bur heartily ſorry, that beſides 
death, there are diſcaſes mcureoble, yer 
not for my owne ſake,or that they be be- 
yond my art, but for the gencial] —_ & 

ou ake 


meter... I feele not in mee thoſe ſordid, en 
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ſake of humaniry whoſe common cailſe | 
I: apprehend as mine own: And to ſpeak | 1 - 
more gencrally, thoſe three Noble pro- 
feſions whichall civil Commonwealths 
doc honour, are raiſed upon the fall of | j 
Adew,andarc not any exempt from their | c. - 
;inftrmities: there are not onely diſcafcs | Ne 
incureable in Phyſick, bur caſes indiflo- | ; 1 
luble.in Lawes, Vices incorrigible in | + 
Divinity-if Generall Councells may crre, | &,. 

| T doe not fee why particular Courts | £:. 


ſhould be infallible, their perfecteſt rules { thi 
arc raiſed upon the erroneous reaſons of | | 
| Man, and the Lawes of one do but con- | kep 


demne the rules of another; as 4r1- oo 
otle oft-rimes rhe opinions of his pre- | |. 
deceſfors, becauſe , though agrecable 
ro reaſon , yer were not contfonant to | - + 
| og bo of his þ Z 
| bis owne rules, and Logick' of bs f 4, 
_ principles. Againe , ro ſpeake 
nothing of the finnc againſt rhe Holy | 
| Ghoſt, whoſe cure not onely,but whoſe | 
natureis unknownesT can cure the gout | __. 
orſtone in ſome, ſooner than Divinity, | 
Pride, or Avaricc in others. 7 can cure | 
vices by Phyſicke , when they remaine | 4 
incurable by Divinity, and ſhall oBey my 


*” 
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| pils, when they contemne their precepts. 
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I boaſt nothing, bur plainly ſay, weeall 
labour againſt our owne cure, for death 
is the cure of all diſeaſes. There 1s no. 
Catholicon or univerſall remedy 7 know 


bur this, wh:ch though nauſeous to quea- 


ſic ſtomachs, yet to prepared appetites is 
Nectarand a pleaſant potion of immot- 
tality, 46 EL 6 
. For my converſation ; it is like the 
Sunne's with all men, and with a 
friendly afſpe&t tro good and bad. Me 
thinkes there is no man bad, and the 
worſt, beſt; thar is; while they are 
kept within the circle of thoſe quali- 
ties, wherein there is good : there 1s no 


, mans minde of ſuch difcordant and jar- 


ring a temper to which a tuneable dif- 
pofition may not ftrike a harmony» 
Maene virtutes nec minora witia, it is the 
potte of the beſt natures; and may bee 
inverted on the worſt ; there are in'the 
moſt depraved and venemous diſpoliti- 
ons, Tcrtaine pieces that remaine un- 


roucht ; which by an Antiperiftaſis be- 


come more excellent ; or by the excel- 
lency of their anripathies are able to 
L preſerve 


= 
Set 1h 
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' Preſerve themſelves from the contagion 


of their enemies vices , and perfiſt intire | 


beyond the generall corruption. For it 
1s alſo thus in natures. The greateſt Bal- 
ſames doe lie enycloped in the bodies 
of moſt powerfull Corrofives; I fay 
moreover, and I ground upon cexpc- 
rience , thar poyſons containe within 
themſelves their owne Antidote, and 
that which preſerves them from the ve- 
nome of themſelves , without which 
they . were not deletorious . tro others 
onely, - but to themſelves alſo: Bur it 
is the corruption that 7 feare within me, 
not the contagion of commerce with- 
out mee. *Tis that unruly regiment with- 
in me, that will deſtroy me, tis I that doe 
infet my ſelfe, the man without a Na- 


vell yer lives inte; I feele thar originall | 


canker corrade and devour mee , and 
therefore Defenda me Dios deme, Lord 
deliver mee from my {elfe, is a part of 
my Letany, and the firſt voice of my 
retired imaginations. There is no man 
alone, becauſe every man is a Micro- 
coſme, and carries the whole world a- 
bout him ; Nanquam minus ſolus quam 


i 


cums 
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' mouthof a foole; . for indeed ; though 


$$ his.owne circle, and +<an ſubſiſt by 


Now 
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cums ſolus , though it bee the . Apoph- 
thegme of a wiſe man, is yet, true inthe 


in a Wilderneſle, 2 man, is neyer, alone, 
not. gnely becauſe, bee is with bimſelf, 
and:bhis owne thqughts, but becauſe hee 
is with the Deyill , who cyer .conſorrs. 
with qur ſolitude, and is that unruly re-: 
bell that muſters up, thoſe diſordered 
motions, which . accompany que. ſeque- 
ſired imaginations - And to ſpeake more + 
narrowly, there is. no ſuch-thing as ſo- 
litude, nor any thing that can he faid to 
bee alone, and by ut ſelfc,, byt God who- 


himſelfe , all others beſides their diſh-, 
milary and Heterqgcneous parts whichin. 
2 manner multiply rheir narures a; cannot. 
ſubſiſt without the concourſe.af. God 
and the ſociety of thar: hand which doth. 
uphold. their natures, In briefe;there can 
be nothing truly alone, and hy: its felfe,, 
which is got truely :0ne, and-ſuch, is 
onely God : All others doe tranſcend 
anuniry , and ſo by confequence are 
for my life, ir is 3 
Lz 
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thirty yeares, which-to relate, were 
\nota, Hiſtory, but a peece of Poctry,and 
would ſound to common cares like a 
fable; for the world, 7 count it not an 
Inne, bnt-an Hoſpitall, and a placc,not 
ro live; bur to die in. The world that I 
regard is my fſelfe, it 1s the Microcoſine 
of mine owne frame, that I caſt mine 
eye on; for the other, 7 uſe it bur like 
my Globe, and turne it round ſoine- 
times-for my recreation. Men that looke 
upon 'my 'ourfide, perufing only my 
condition, and fortunes, doe crre in my 
altitude; for 1 zm abave Atlas his ſhoul- 
ders. 'The carth is a point not onely in 
reſpeRt of the heavens above ns, but 
of that -heavenly and celeſtiall ' part 
within us:that maſſe of fleſh thatcircum- 
ſcribes me,-limits not my minde : that 
ſurface that 'tells the heavens it hathan 
end, cannot perſwade me I have any 
I take my circle to be above three hun- 
dred and + fixty, though the number of 
the Arke doc meaſure my body,it com- 
prehendeth not my minde : whulſt- 7 ſtus 
_ dy to find how 1 am a Microcofine or 
little world, I finde my ſelfe ſomething 


» 
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more than the great. There is ſurely a. 
pecce of Divinity in us , . ſomething 
that was before the Elements,and owes 
no homage unto the .Sunne. Nature tels 
me Iam the image of God, as well as 
Scripture, he that underſtands not- thus 
much, hath not his introductions gr firſt 
leſſon, and is yer to begin the, Alpha- 
bet of man. Let: me not injure the feli- 
city of others, if 1ſay 7 am as happy as 
any, Fuat celum, Fiat voluztas tua,talverh 
all; ſo that whatſoever happens, it is 
but what our daily., prayers defire. In 
briefe, I am content, and what ſhould 
providence adde more £ Surely this 1s 
it wee call Happinefle, and this dae 7 
enjoy, with this I am happy in a 
dreame, and as content to. enjOy a hap- 
pineſſe ina fancy, as others in a more 
apparent truth and realiry. There 1s 
ſurely a neerer apprehenſion of any 
thing that delights. us in. qur. dreames 
than in our waked ſenſes ; without this 
I were unhappy, for my awaked judge- 


' ment diſcontents.mee; ever: whiſpering 


unto me, that Iam fram my friend,,, bur 
my friendly dreams, in_aight requite 


zo 
v—— _—_ 
- 


. 
Po 


164 ' Religio Medici, 


-me, and make me thinke T am within his | 


armes.. I thanke God ' for my happy 
dreames, asI doefor my good reſt; for 
there is a ſatisfaction in them unto rea- 
ſonable defires, an4ſuch as: can' be con- 
tent with a: fir of happineſle ; and ſure- 
ly it $ not 's mhe]Jancholy conceite to 
thinke we are all afleepein- this world; 
and that: the: concars: of 'this life are as 
 qneere'dreames' to thoſe 'of the nexr, as 
the 'Phantaſmes "of the-night,to the con» 
ceite of rhe day. There 1s anequall de- 
Iufionin both, . and the one doth but 
ſeeme to bee the -embleme or picture of 
the other 5 wee are ſomewhat: more than 
our: ſelves in our ſleepes;, and the ſlum- 
ber of the body ſeemes to bee but the 
__ the. ſoule: It is the ligation 
of ſenſe, but ; the liberty of reaſon, and 
our *:awaking :: conceptions - doe not 
match the fancies of our fleepes. At my 
Nativity, ty 'aſcendent was: the carth- 
ly figne of Seerpizr Twas borne inthe 
Planerary houre; of 'Sxzarne.> and I think 
I haye a;picceof thi Leaden: planer in 
mee. T am {no '\way-Fictrions; nor di- 
tpoſed for the mirtk and galliardize of 
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company, yet in one dreame I can com- 
poſe a whole Comedy, behold the acti- 
on, apprehend the jeſts and laugh my 
ſclke awake at the conceits thereot 3 
were my memory as faithfull as my rea- 
ſon is then fruitfull, 1 would never ſtudy 
but in my dreames; and this time alſo 
would I chuſe for my devotions , bur 
our groſſer memories have then fo little 
hold of our abſtracted underſtandings, 
that they forget the ſtory, and can only 
relate to our awa ked ſoules, a confuſed 
and broken tale of that that hath paſſed, 
Ariftotte , who hath written a fingular 
tract of flcepe, hath not me thinkes 
throughly defined it, nor yet Galen, 
thouoh he ſeeme to have corrected it; 
for thoſe Nottambuloes and night-wal- 
kers, though in their {leepf, doe yer en- 
joy the aftion of their ſenſes : wee muſt 
therefore ſay thar there is ſomething in 
us that is not in the juriſdiion :of Aſfor- 


pheus ; and that thoſe abſtraſted and 


ecſtatick ſoules doe walke/ about in 
their owne corps z-45 ſpirits with. che 
bodies they aſſume; wherein they ſeeme 
20 heaie,- ſee, and: frele, thoughtindeed 
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166 Religio Medici. 
the Organs are deſtitute of ſenſe, and 
their natures of thoſe faculties that 
ſhould informe 'them'. Thus it is ob- 
ſerved that men. ſometimes upon the 


 bgurc of their departure,” doe- ſpeake 


Mdgzeaſon above themſelves. For then 
the foule begins to be freed from the 
gens of the body, begins torcaſon 
like her ſelfe and to diſcourſein a ſtraine 


above mortality. '' 


. © We tearme- ſleep 3 death, and yet 


it is waking that kils us, and dcſtroyes 
thoſe ſpirits that are the houſe of life. 
"Tis indeed apart of life that beſt expre(- 
ſeth death, for every man trucly lives 
Jo long as hee afts his nature, or ſome- 
. way makes good the faculties of him- 
ſelfe.:| Themiſtecles therefore that flew 
- lis Souldier in lis ſleepe was a mer- 
ciful executioner, tis a 'kinde of puniſh- 
: ment the mildnefle of no lawes hath in- 


_- vented; I- wonder: the fancy, of Lucas 


and [$gne5'did-notdiſcoyet ir, It is-that 
death by which wee tnay be literally ſaid 
to dit. igaily, a ;dearh which 'Adapr died 
beforojhis mortahty4.a death, whereby 
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detweene life and death; in fine, ſo 
like death, I dare not truſt it without my 
prayers , and an halfe adiew unto the 
world, and take my farewellin a Collo- 


quy with God. 
The night i come like to the day, 


Depart not thou great God away. 
[Let not my francs blacke as the night, 


Eclipſe the {uſtre of thy light. 

Keep ſtill in my HoriFon,for tome; 
The Sun makes not the day, but thee. 
Thou whoſe nature cannot (leep, 


| 0n my temples centry keep + 


Guard mc 'gain(t thoſs watchfull foes, 
Whoſe eyes are open while mine cloſe. 
Let no dreames my head infeft, 
But ſuch as Jacobs temples bleſt. 
While I doe reft, my ſoule advance, 
Make my ſleepe 4 holy trance : 


| That I may,my reſt being wrought 
i Awake into ſome holy 7 : 


onght, 
Anamith as ative vigour runne 
My courſe,as doth the nimble Sunxe.. 
Sleepe is a death,O make me try, 
By.ſleeping, what jk is tq die. 
And as. gently lay, my. head 


On) graves now my bed... 
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How eve I reſt, rreat God let me ec AV; 
Awake againe at leaſt with thee. | a d 
And thus aſſur d, behold T lie tonceſy 
Securely, or to wake or die. aded 
Theſe are my drow ſie dayes, in vaine diculc 
1 doe now wake to ſleepe againe. he po 
O come that honre, when I ſhall never \pinior 
Sleep agdine but wake for ever. men a1 


This is the dormitive I take to bed-'yractif 
ward, I need no other Landanuwm than that S 
this to make mee ſleep 3 after which I noves 
cloſe mine eyes in ſecurity , content to'ter, bi 
take my leave of the Sunne, and fleepe' there i 
unto the reſurreRion. mo 
The method I ſhould uſe in diſtribu- tage 0 
tive juſtice, I often obſerve in commu- 1doll , 
tative, and keepe a Geometrical! pro- tonfeſ] 
portion in both, whereby becomming perfwa 
equable to others, I become unjuſt to world 
my ſelfe, and ſupererogate in that com-!ptepar 
mon principle, Doe vnto others as thou'jin my 
wouldeft be done unto thy ſelf. I was not ſhor 01 
borne unto riches, neither 3s it I thinke | 
my Starre to be wealthy or if it were, | 
the freedome of my minde,, and: frank jdies,a 
nefſe of my diſpoſition, were able tomoyr n 
two m 
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ee avarice ſeemes not ſo much a vice, 
s a deplorable piece of madneſle; to 
tonceive our felves Vrinals or be per- 
aded that wee are dead, is not fo 
diculous, -nor ſo many degrees beyond 
he power of Hellebore, as thiss The 
ppinions of theory and poſitions of 
men are not {ſo yoid of reaſon, as their 
ed-'hraftiſed concluſion: fome haye held 
1an thar Snow is black, that the earth 
1 I moves , that the foulc  ayre, fire, wa- 
to'er; but all this is Philoſophy , and 
epe there is no defiriam, if wee doe bur 
—_ ; rhe folly and indiſputable do- 
DU hge of avarice to that ſubterrineous 
1u-" doll, and God of the. Earth. I doe 
ro- tonfeſſe 'T am an Atheiſt, I cannot 
ng perfivade my felfe to honour that the 
to world adores, whatfocyer verrue its. 
m-ptepared ſubſtance may have with- 
ou'in my body, it hath no inflnence 
10t ſhor operation without 3 I would not 
ke entertaine a baſe deſigne , or an acti- 
re; on that ſhould call mee villaine forthe Tn-. 
ik- (dirs, and for this'only do I love and ha- 
tomour my own ſod! : and have me thinkes 
t9{twozrmes too few xo cbrace my ſee, 


me | 
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Ariftotle is too ſevere, that will not alloyf0 wh! 
us tobee truely liberall without wealth Hee 1s 
and the bounrifull hand of fortune; if thigitable 
betrue, I muſt confeſſe I am charitably 10Þl 
onely in my liberall intentions , and! pic 
' bountifull well-wiſhes. Burt if the ex#9 7c 
-ample of the Mite bce not onely ans Mor 
at of wonder, but an example ofhan 
the nobleſt charity , ſurely poore menndeed 
may alſo build Hoſpitals, and theſtood | 
rich alone have not ereted Cathe-pbaſis 
dralls. I have a private method{t0r,w 
which others obſerve not, I take thelnſtruc! 
opportunity of my ſelfe ro doc good,FP!FOn 
7 borrow occaſion of. charity fromſvt be 
mine owne neceſſities, and ſupply®S nec: 
the wants of others, when T amt 0 
in moſt neede my fſelfe 5 for it jsdentall 
an honeſt ſtratagem to make advan-Make 1 
tage of our ſelves, and fo to huſfouchr 
band the at of vertue , tharvbele | 
where they were defetive in one cirsthele nx 
cumſtance , they may repay theirthe ſan 
want, and multiply their goodneſſe/venca 
in an other. I have not: Pers in myſt in 
deſires, but a competence, and aþyfS Ou! 
lity to. performe thoſe good workes 


| - Religio Medici Thx 
loft which he hath inclined my nature.” : 
th Hee 15 rich, who hath enough to be chia- 
 thigitable,andir is hard to be ſo poore, thar 
abls noble minde may not finde a way to 
and{þis piece of goodneſſe, Hee that grverh 
 ex49 the poore lendeth to the Lord, there 
7 2s more Rhetorick in that one ſentence 
e ofehan in a Library of Sermons ; and 
menndeed if thoſe ſentences were under- . 
theſtood by the Reader, with the ſame Em- 
the-pbaſts as they are delivered by the Au- 
-hodihor,wee needed not thoſe Volumes of 
thenſtrutions, but might bee honeſt by an 
ood Epitome. Upon this morive onely I cati- 
romMot behold a Begger without relieving 
[ylis neceſſities with my purſe, or his ſoule 
amvith my prayers;theſc ſcenicall and acci- 
t igdentall differences betweene us, canhot 
van-make me forget that common and un- 
huſfouchr part- of us both; there is under 
tharkbeſe Cexrors and miſerable outfides , 
cir-theſe mutilate and ſemi-bodies, a ſoule of 
heirthe ſame alloy with our owne , whoſe 
eſſe Genealogy-is God as well as ours, 
and in as faire a. way to falvation, 
S our ſelves. Statiſts that labour 
contrive a Common-wealth with- 
| out 
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 thatinfenſible part that our arms cannor 


Relzgio Medici, "w=* 
out poverty, take away the objedt of chabbis bh: 
rity, not. underſtanding only the Comloves 
mon-wealth of a Chriſtian , but forger4wives 
tivg the prophecy of Chriſt,  Yſhows 

Now therc is another patt of charity,jor co1 


that is the love of God, for whom wgparen 
love our neighbour, forthis I think chq+jbetak 
rity,to love God for himſelfe , and oyrjting | 
neighbour for'God. All that is rruelyjwomt 
amiable is God , or as it were a divided \bcare 
piece of him,that retaines a reflex or ſha-|Þ1s w! 
dow of himſelf, Nor is it ſtrange that we}levell 
ſhould place affeion on that which ig|Þed u1 
inviſible , all that we truely love is thus; |, w 
what we adorc under affetion of oug fſon. 
ſenſes, deferves not the honour of ſo pute ur c 
a title. Thus we adore vertue, though th vom: 
the eyes of {ſenſe ſhe be invitible. Thus|6ver Þ 
that part of our noble friends that weefCeive : 
love,is not that part that we embrace,byrÞch0] 
# C 


embrace. God being all goodneſle, can}6 no 
love; nothing bur himſclfe , hee loves|Will Þ 
us but for that part, which is as |Cran 
were himſelfe, and the traduction 


| then 
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kadhbis holy Spirit. Let us call to afſize the #3 
om4loves of our parents,the affeion of ous 3 
pet wives and children,and theyareall dumb | 
| yTſhows and dreams, withour realty, truth, 
ity,jor conſtancy ; for firſt there is a ſtrong 
andibond of atte&tion betweene us and our 
gparcnts; yet how caſily diſſolved « We 
cha-]bctake our ſelves to. a woman , forget- 
ourſting our Mother in a wife , and the 
vely \wombe that bare us in that that ſhall 
ded |bcare our Image. This woman bleſſing 
ſha-|s with children, our affeion kaves the 
© we levell it held before, and:finkes from our 
1 ig{bed unto our iſſue and picture of poſteri. 
hus; fy, where affection holds no ſteady man- 
our ſſ10n. They, growing up. in yeares, deſire 
ute our ends, or applying themſelves 10 4- 
h rh fvoman, take a lawfull way to love ano- 
hus|&ber better then our ſelves. Thus: I per- 
weg/ceive a man may be buricd alive, and l 
beryehold his grave in his owne iſſue, — - 
nor}: TI conclude therefore and ſay , there Seft.16. 
can}is no, happineſſe under ( or as Copernicus 2 
ves| Will havcir, above ) the Sunne, norany 
s ir|Crambcinthar repeated verity and bur- 
| of thenof all the wiſedome of Solomon, All is 
his| 24»ty and vexation of Spirit , thete is no 
| | telicity 


| Re/iero Medici, * W_ 
E""Felicity:in that the world adores, Aj - 
= fotle-whilſt he labouss to refure 14 | 
}. dea's of Plats, fals upon one himſclfes 
7” forhis ſlpwwn bonum,is a Chimera, andtF. + 
there wy fot thing as his Pelicitya 
That-wherein: God himfelfe is- happyM 
the' holy Apgels'are happy , in whoſ&F 
defe&t: the Devills are unhappy ; thag. .. 
®”*. dare I call happineſſe : whatſoever con: - 
& © ducech:unto this, may with an cafic Me:Þ: 
=. taphor! deſerve that name ; whatſo&F- - 
= ver <lfe:the World termes happineſſe;Þ - 
= is rome aſtory out of PL;»y;an apparitionÞ- 
P72 orncar delufion,whercin thete is nomoreF... 
- * of happines, than the name; Blceſſe meein} 
 . thisltewithbutpeaceof my conſcience, Þ .. 
= _ «commandofmy affetion&+- the love off 
i thy felftand my dearcſtfriends, & I hall 
F.  *bethappy cnough to pity Czſar.Theſc are 
-OLerdthe huinble deſires of my moltf 
=, teaſonable ambirion, and all: F date ca 
© happincs on earch;wherein et no tule 0 
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E.  limirtothy hand orprovidence', difpoſep,, ,. 
*4,.+ "of meaccording to the wiſdome of th 
pleaſure. Thy will be done though inm 


oOwne undoing. 
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